NAKED GOSPEL 


DISCOVERING 


IT. What was the _—_ which our Lord and 
His Apoſtles Preached. 


IL. What Additions and Alterations latter Apes 
have made in it. 


IIL What Advantages and — have 
thereupon enſued, 


PART I Of FAITH 


By a true Son of the Church of England. 


Printed in the Year 16 90. 
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H AT the Goſpet, which at its firſt 
* - appearance in the World made ſuch great 
and ſpeedy Conqueſts over its oppoſite 
| Powers, ſhould in theſe latter Ages be 
ſo far from making ſuch large ftrides, yea, or the 
leaſt ſtep of further progreſs, . that it hath been dri- 
ven "out of many of the Provinces it had gained 
this is by Some objefted againſt the Providence of 
God, and the Tritth .of the Goſpel, and by the Beſt 
lookt upon with wonder. © - 
Time was, when the Father and Apologiſts of 
the Chriſtian Churches pleaded This for an Evi- 
dence of our Lord's being the trive Meſſiah, that in 
him the Promiſe was fulfilled, which gave him the 
Heathen for his inheritance, nd the uttermoſt 
parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion. And pare 
neularly $t. Auguſtine thus atgxed for the Truth of 
his Reſurrefion, the Corner-ſtone of the Chriſtian 
Faith: The ſame Spirit of God which foretold 
the Reſurretion of Chriſt, foretold alſo, thac 
the Do&@trine thereof ſhould be publickly pro- 
teſſed and believed in the World: and Qne was 
alcogerher as unlikely as the Other : bur the 
Latter we ſee in all Ages fince Chriſt's Death ac- 
-compliſhed, why then ſhould we doubt of the 
Former ? | 
© And if we duly confeder how incredible it was, 
that a poor, deſpiſed, perſecuted, and at laſt crucified 
vagabond, ſhould by the preaching of a few Fiſher- 
men, fo prevail over the oppoſite Powers of the 
World, that the greateſt Princes jhould Place his 
Croſs above their Crowns as their beſt Ornament 
and proteftion; This ſingly conſudered, muſt claim 4 
belief, that as it is marvelous in our eyes, [o it 
was the Lord's doing. If_from _ the Power of the 
Sworl we paſs that of the Pen, and conſider, that 
Twelve ignorant Fiſhermen baffled the celebraied 
Learning of the Scribes among the Jews, and the 
Philoſophers among the Gireeks; Theſe Triumphs 
of the Iznorant over the Learned, will appear nd leſs 
admirable than thoſe of the Poor over Princes ; And 
when to this daubly. wonderful Event, we add the no 
leſs winderful PredifFion, which at the time of it s 
piublication muſt appear no leſs Mad than now Miracu- 
lous ; it. muft 
cdurſe of ſo many Wonders, ſhoul4 be the effef of 
leſs than Divine Power and Wiſdom: and conle- 
quently Such 4 Prophecy So fulfilled nuft evidence the 
7m to be what be declared binſelf, the Son of 
10d, | 


ſeem equally incredible that this con- © 


=_— 
hs > > > # 4 s 

. 64 {4 - . » » _ 7” £6. . o 
TH TY » 3 EIT DEEE PORIE 
1 7 4 : » . & \Y 
F "_ 4 © . 

EC: Y e 45-1 1 
. 


: bs » # L þ © bh » . . ? 
o 4 < » "» . . - 
- p4 : ” * 
" x 
* "ITS - 4 . 
. [0 % p 3 
» + « 4 > - > w » 5 4 * 4 * C 
. ' % - . v 
\ 3 Hh \\ p #, 
, . 
. * % Y . o* > 
i > F2 ) 
- 


'TET fhould one of Mahomet's Prieſts now 
mount the ſame Chair, - might he not with ( at leaſt ) 
the ſame Force, preſs the ſame Argument in behalf 
of that lewd Impoſtor > Might be not argue, that 
t he wonderful Progreſs of the Goſpel was indeed a 
powerful Evidence of its Divine Authority ; but 
wihal it muſt be an equally powerful one for that of 
the Alcoran.. For as the miraculous Vieories of 4 
fugitive people over the Canaanites, join'd with the 
Prophecies which foretold them, were 4 g00d Evi- 
dence of the Divine Authority of Moſes and his 


' Laws ; and the Viftories of the Goſpel over that 


Law, were an Evidence of the greater Authority of 
the Goſpel ; ſo the Vifories of the Alcoran over that 
Goſpel muſt be an Evidence,that as the Religion of 
Moſes was better than that of the Canaanites; and 
the Religim of Chriſt better than that of Moſes ; ſo 
muſs the Religion of Mahomet be better than that 
of Chriſt. HE 
Thus may a Mahometan either diſarm us of St. 
Avuguſtin's 4rgument, or Retort it againſt us : For 
erther it is of no Fa at all,or of ſo much more force 
for Mahomet, by h1w much mire he bath prevailed 
over the Churches of Chriſt. 

_ AND that itis of noforce at all, ſome may in- 
fer from the contrary condufts, of the Planters of 
thoſe two Religions : For the Goſpel ſhed no Blood 
but of its own Profeſſors ; kindled no fires but thoſe 
that devoured its own Martyrs ; dethroned no Prince 
bus the Prince of the Power of the Air, nor Him 
neither by any other Weapons but Preaching and Suf- 
fering © Whereas Mahomert 4nd his Followers jropa- 
gated his DoArines, together with their Dominions, ' 
by Fire and Sword : And ſince this latter way is 
no leſs. conrgry to the Neture of God, than to the 
Pret-fts, ds well as the way of Planting of th: Goſ- 
pel 3 finge ,its Author was no other than a lewd 
brainfich Scoundrel, and his Dodtrines (as far as 
they are His) no better than extravagant Whimſzs, 
or lewd Panders to Lujt : Such a progreſs of Such 
4 Religion, is [o far from an Argument of its Di- 
wine Authority, that it is far leſs impious to impute 
its proſperity, either ts meer Chance, or (as ſome 
Aſtrological F ancies do) to the motion of the Hea- 
vens, (carrying Religion and Learning from the E.2- 
ſterm 20 the Weſtern Regions of the Warld)) than 
to accuſe God's Providence of Injuſtics to his Truth, 
and the Souls of the Inhabitants of fo great a part 
of Chriſtendom. | 
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By fuch Piſcowe do ſome plead, not only ageinft. 


the Chriſtian, but All Religion : And choſe who dare 
not thus Arreignor Reneg God's Provjaence 
«void admiring its Conduit, as no leſs comraryt 
that loving kindneſs which the Goſpt proclaims than 
$0the mians whereby it was firſt plamed. : 

BUT if on the other ſide the Modern Goſpel differ 
&s much from the Primitive 1n its ines, 4s it 
doh inits Succeſſes ; If it be ſo changed, that were 
' #ny Apoſtle to rezurn tnzo the World, be would be ſo 
far from owning, that he would not be able to un- 
derſtaad it ; the change of Gods Providence in ſuch 
8 change of the Goſpil, will be fo far from Inval- 
«ating, that it will dauble the force of St. Auguſtin's 
Argument. | o__ 

For it proceeded not upon the ſingle Topich, of Pro- 
ſperity, but upon the concourſe of an aqmirable event, 
with an admirable Prophecy ; and its ftirength is 


now doubled by the addition of another like concourſe . 


of 4 con.rary Event, with « contrary Prediction: So 
7t is thus unhappily improved, The ſame Spirit of 
God which foretold that the Goſpel ſhould be 

reached over the whole world.and performed 
| by the Miniſtry of a few Fiſhermen ; foretold 
alſo ro one of the firſt-born Churches.,and there- 


by to all others, that if ſhe repented not, he 


would remove her Candleſtick out of irs place ; 
and this was at that time oo lefs unlikely,than 
it had been that ever it ſhould be placed there; 
et this we ſeedone,and that by a quite contrary 
iniſtry : By the Sword of a baſe Slave and bis 
few Followers, and by Doftrines 4s weak as that 
Sword when firſt unſheathed, and lewd as thoſe 
Rogues that managed it ; how then can we doubi,but 
the one 4s well as the other were ordered by the ſame 
Providence which foretold them? 

If we yet doubr,let us conſider particulars. Firſt, 
the Spirit did not threaten to Extinguiſh the Light, 
but only to remove the Candleſtick out of its 
place ; and accordingly, the Light is not quite Ex - 
rrnguiſhed but only Removed; the Goſpel hath not 


Laſt ground, but Exchanged ; for America amply 


repaireth the Loſſes ſuſtained in Europe, Aſia and 
_—— 

Again, it is obſervable, that the Candleftick was 
tbus removed by the light of its own Candle ; For 
whereas the Weſtern Churcbes were terribly over- 
Tun by a Maltitude of Heathen Nations their Religi- 
on as certainly prevailed over the Minds of the Con- 
guerors, as the Invader's Sword did over their Coun- 
iT) ; the Religion of Mahomet, on the contrary, ever 
kept pace with bis and bis Followers Swords, an 
where it ſubdued the Country, was ſure t0 vengulſ 
the Goſpel. If we examine the Reaſon of this Diſſe- 
rence, we ſhall find, that the Tdolatry of rhe Heathen 
could not withſtand the Power of the Goſpel, becauſe 
# b1d nothing of its Light; but Mahomer profeſſed 
«ll the Articles of the Chriſtian Eaub, and declared 


Ls 


himſelf not 


4n Apoftate, but Reformer ; pretend; 
ro purify is np. Corruptions wherewth it hs 


been defiled, and perſeft it with Additionsls, be 
framed ſuch a Fargon as appeared moſt ſerviceable 
80 bis Ends, and moſt ſuitable 10-his Laſts. 

. $0, from the proſperity of the Alcoran, we hzue 
an Argument for the Divinity of the Goſpel,as invin- 
cible againſt all power but what was derived from 
zt ſelf ; and for the Juſtice of God's Providence, 
which as it found corruptions in tbe Churches of 
Chriſt. ſufficient ta provoke his Fudgments ; ſodid it 
truth-enough in the Alcoran, to prefer that above all 
other Rel-gions, ro the Honour of his Sword. 

WHETHER Mahomert, or Chriſtian Do#ors. 
have more corrupted the Goſpel, ts not ſo plain hy the- 
light of Scripture, as it is by that of Experjence,, 
that the latter gave occafion, Encouragement, and 
Advantage to the Former. For when by nice and 
hot diſputes (eſpecially concerning the Second and. 
Third Perſons of the Trinity) the minds of the whole 
people had been long confounded, and by the then late 
ſtabliſhment of Image-worſhip, the ſcandal was en- 
creaſed : ſo that to Vulgar Ynderſtandings the Dg- 
Frine of tbe Trinity appeared no leſs guilty of Poly- 
theiſm, than that of Tmage-worhip did of 1dolatry ; 
when by mutual uncharitableneſs either party perſe«, 
cuted the other, both with ſpiritual and temporal 
Weapons ; when thus all mens minds were perplexed 
with doubts, and ſcared with threats, ſs that. they 
knew not What they were to Believe ; and thereby ſo 
diverted from true Piety, that they cared not how 
they Lived : Then was there 4 tempting opportunity 
offered to the Impoftor, and be laid hold on it, to.ſet 
up himſelf for a Reformer of {uch corruptions, as 
were both roo Groſs to be juſtified, and too Viſible ro 
be denied. | : 

This well confidered will admoniſh us to turn our 
complaints from Gods Providence to thoſe ſecond caus- 
ſes ; which as they provoked our Lord to druorce bim« 
ſelf from his Churches, ſo did they. Encourage and 
nt the Falſe Prophet to ſeduce and ruin. 
them. 

LET us therefore now proceed to compare the 
Primitive Goſpel with the Modern, not by Retail in. 
Particular Doftrines, ( which were a work t6. 
great for the Longeſt and Bufieſt Life, ) but by the 
Great, in General, whence the Particulars proceed« 
ed: For if it appear that our Lord's and his Apo- 
ftles teaching were both ſor Matter and Manner, 
apt to Prevail ; but what bath fince been added, be 
apt only to perplex or worſe; then ought we to im» 
pute the decay of the Chriſtian Religion, nt to &= 
ny defect of Gods Providence, becauſe it doth not 
change the Nature of ibings, but. zo thoſe who. bave 
perverted the Goſpel. 

Let us then well confider ( what is mef8 worthy 
our conſideration ) that the Goſpel which our Lord 
end bis Apoſtles preached; in. the way _— 
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preached it; wes ſutable to. the meaneſh Capa- 
= and agreeable 10 the Light of Nature : E4- 
fie to-be underfioed by the Weakeſt, and worthy to be 
embraced by the Wiſeft. 5 8 Yar ; 
When the. Baptiſt (ent two of his Diſciples ſaying, 
Art thou-he'thar ſhould come 01 do we look 
for another > Our Lord gave nos his anſwer by one 
Ward, Pofztive' or. Negative, but by ſeveral Signs, 


. whereby the Baptift might ſpell our bis Mind ; and 


among them be put in Preachi F; of the Goſpel to 
the Poor, equal to his greateſt 1 | 

muſt have very od conceits of his }Fi{dom, if be 
ſuted nos his Teaching to the Capacities of bis hearers, 
that the- one might be 4s plain as. the other. As he 
choſe. the Poor-for bis Diſciples, ſo did be afterward 


oy bis Apoſtles ;_and whereas, to prevent the ſcandal, 
ink RR o «riſe, be added. to thetr. Soczety 
4 Choſen: Veſle}, no. leſs emment,in Learning,. 


than They were in Simplicity 3 Thi. great Man 
Cbri$, profeſſed it both bis Duty aud bis Prafice, 
ts imitate That Man of God, that ſhrunk his full 
grown Limbs, t0_#be little ones of the Child, which 
he was to riſe to,Life i; That is, was bis Duty be 
declareth, 1 Cor. 1. 17. Chriſt ſent me to | reach 
the | Goſpel, . not, with, Wiſcom of . Words : 
And that it wes bis Prattice, Cb,2,.1 2, We 
ſpeak-not. the Words whigh Man's Wiſdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teachech, 
ard pens midbuanmois ovynecvorres, ſuiting 
ſpiritual words to ſpiritual things, and both to ſpi- 
ri Perjons. _ 

_ u : this account he glorieth, 2 Cor. 4 3,4. 
If our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that arc 
loſt, in whom the God oi this World hath 
blinded che Minds of them that believe nor,leſt 

e Light of the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine into 
them. The Light of the Goſpel is like that of the 
Sun, moft Powerful, as moſt Beunful, when moſt 
Naked; and he bad not clouded it with any of his 
Humane Learning, but Preached it with ſuch plain- 
neſs, that if it prevailed.not, the fauls muſt lie not 


it the Obſcurity of bis Doftrines, but in the Cata- - 


reas, which had not only dimm'd, but blinded the 
Eyesof unbelievers. 

. But. this. plainneſs which he Gloried in, ſome 
others Deſpiſed ; they diſdained this Nakedneſs as 
Poverty, this Simplicity they derided as Ignorance. 
The Gnoſticks boaſted more Knowledge, and rivaled 
#he Apoſtles, under pretence of diſcovering greater 
Myſteries, ſo to draw Diſciples -fram the plain 
preaching Miniſters of a fimple Goſpel. 

Of theſe Rivals did be no. leſs complain, than 
of all other Perſecutors ; and of the: Corinthians 
he was the more jealous, becauſe they were'a People 
rich, idle, and learned: And this he declareth 
2 Cor. 11. 3. Their City was, for it's pleaſures 
and plenty, like Paradile* I's Inbabitants, for 


a a P 


Miracles 3 and we 


liquoreſbneſs efter knowledge, like Eve : Fhe Gus” 
ſticks, in therr inſinuations, like the Serpent ; and 
be. feared left the jucceſs ſhould continue the pa- 
rallel; by corrupting their Minds from the ſimp!i- 
Cicy which is in Chriſt ; whether be meant Sims 


. Plictty of Miad, requifite to a Believer, or fim- 


Plicity of Doftrine to be bctieved ; either of theſe 
were a miſchief worthy to be feared: Simplicity of 
Mind i its beauty, 4s was Eve's Nakedneſs in her 
Tanocency ; and Simplicity of Doffrine i the Glory 
of the Goſpel, as is the Nakedneſs of the Sun in 
Its brig hineſs: He. feared left they ſhould by the 
injinuations of the Gnoſticks be aſhamed of the For - 
mer, and thereby the Later ſhould degenerate from 
4 pleaſant frujiful Garden, to a Boſcage of Fru;. = 
leſs E ntangling Dofrines, He goeth on, and de- 
clareth that the Gnoſtick mode of dreſſing the Goſpel 
in new Dotrines,. did not Adorn but Diſeuſe it, 
ſo as to make it appear quite another thing: If 
he thac comerh Preach another Jeſus whom 
we haye.not Preached, or ye receive another 
Spiric whichye have not received, or another- 
Goſpel which ye. have nor accepted, (what 
them.) you might well bear wich Him, ſaith: 
our Tranſlation, without any warrant from the Apg- 
file's Words, and in, plain defiance to his Deſign 3- 
for . his diſcourſe plainly Afdhes them from tt 3 
and therefore whereas the Greek expreſſeth nt 
the perſon to be born with; Reaſon requireth we 
Jhould underſtand it, not of the Seducers, but of 
Himſelf, who impleadeth them : And could we read. 
the Words interrogatorily (Could you well bcar 
with him?) this would render them, both more 
pungent, and more. conſonant 10 -what he writeth- 
Gl. 1. 6. &c. I: 5 Another Goſpel, yet i is 
Not another : Not anotber, becauſe the firſt 
truths ere reteined ; yet it is Another, b:cauſe fer- 
verted by Innovations. If there be ſometbing 
preached map 5, Beſides or Beyond what him- 
ſeep had.. preached, the additionals make.it An- 
a”... 

And ſee to wha Height he carrieth the Suppoſ7- 
tion | And with .what Heat he condemneth it | 


o74 #@»> 


other. | 
2. It is poſſible ſuch innovations may be @ 
obvious, that the People may diſcover them. 


3. Tho 


$:"Ttbie who depart from ſuth inabVarers, * Ample? and Abſolute) would bave appeared « Cold: © 

afe not Schiſmaticks, bur faithful Beljeyers:  encotiagement; in compdriſon” of 'ſuch an expreſs 
4 Be the TInnoyarters never ſo high in'Au\-* naming,” nor” only of \the- greateſt that can be Supe: 

thoruty, we muſt be fo far from paying chem * poſed, bur greater than can be Imdigined, \ -  - 
Implicic Faith, ' thar we muſt not pay rhe or-' No King 4s 038" ihdefendent i bis own | Domi- 
+ dinary Charity, but hvjdthem Accurſed. ''''- nions' from '#ny' Foreign Fiiſiliction intmuters Cie 
| And left Biſhops might think *thetr office called > vil, thittutry Chriſtian's within# own. Mind in" 
| them to ſuch ſtuies, be cautioneth both Timothy: miners, of Faith: © and: tone cani- br) ſo feciers of any 
and F ttus againjt' then ;” a5 no<lefs Fooliſh than other's Fiithfilneſs' to his Soul; as tvery- Man may: 


. 
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Miſthievous. $0 caveful'-mas this" great Apoftle be of bis own'* the ditvice” therefore which»2be.beft> 


go arm boty Paſtors and People againf} the Gno- 
fticks inſinuations. But with whas fucceſs ? © 
The Serpents voice prevaileth againſt all pre- 
cept, the people 'run counter 10 the Apoſtles Warn- 
ings, and the Prieſht 10 bis Example: Thoſe heap! 
up to themſelves ceachers, having itching ears; 
and theſe” heap 'up' Dofrines wa ſcratch that itch. 
genly a1 firſt,” Gratifying their curidſity ; bit af-' 
rerveard' rudely © Tormenting thetr * conſcience :. 
The teoples hunger in time turned 16 a Surfeit, 
and the Priefts jtill cram d tbem 'with DoFrines. 
which: they could nos ſwallow or digeſt ; ſo many in 


 nuabers, that an ordinary memer) carinot retain 


them ; ſo perplexed in matter, 'thaz the beſt un- 
derſtanding catmor comprebend them; "ſo Tinferti- 
ment 10 any good purpiſe,” that a good man need not 
regard them; and ſo Unmemntioned in Scripture, 
- #631 none but the greateſt ſubritty can therein 4iſ- 
cover the leaſt iniimations of them. No ſentene, 
hardly any word inthe "New Teſtament efcapeth the 
Rack, that they may be furced t confeſs what 
they never thought” of.” ' They are put 10 muny Que- 


- ftions, and every Dueſtion is ſtretched by mary Ar- 


zicles, and every Article.vex'd With maiy" objedti- 
ons, and all this i a New Kude Languaze utt- 
known to any civil Nation, OO : 

And to wht purpoſe ail this > That by the Diſ- 
«ficulties and Drinejs of (uch & ftudy, free and ge- 
nerous minds may quit it, Monks ergroſs it,” and 
an Tnfallible Chair be Eftabliſh:4,” to derermine 
doubts, of no 6ther uſe but to. make work for the 
Oracle. ETON 

THAT we wdy therefore be juſt ro our Lords 
Providence and Goſpel, we muft rake to our ſeluts 
-botb the Warning, which we bave found the A- 


: poftle gave to the Corinthians ; and the Encou- 


Tagement which he gave to the Galarians : The 
former will admoniſh us co Retrieve the 'Stmpli- 
City, from which mens minds have been. ſo _ 
and ſo long corvitpted :* The later wHI'enbolde 

us to cenſure thoſe (whoever they be) that have 


*been the Seducers ; and that we may nor be daxeled 


by any reverence towards their CharaCters,we'mu 

remember that he mounteth them above any ſuppoſis 

tion that can reach our «caſe. A 
Had he only ſaid in General (however compre- 


'benſive) words; that we muſt not be awed” by 


the Greateſt human authority 3 this (however 


of Kings gave to the Heir of bis Crowne; doth no 
leſs concern every one that bath a Soul 10 ſave. 
Above all (ſaid the incomparable K; Charles' 
I in his Paper to the Prince) I-would have yor, 
$ ] hope you art already, well-groutided and: 
ertled in your" Religion, the*beſt- profetiion 
wheteof T have ever eſteemed "rhag/ of: che 
Church 'of \Englind, in' whielv you have been. 
educated; yer 1 would have your-own fudge 
meat and Reaſon now Seal tothat Sacred Bond 
which Education hath wrirren, that'ir may be: 


jJudiciouſly your own Religion,” and not other; 


BE CEE Tphood waa you aro: 


' T0) ſeal 6 thy bind whjth edutation: may have 
written; wore" to fk her' Men's Traaition, 
which 7 tbe Biaſed 9H Jhdgtre 0 xnivor- 
thy baſentſs'*rhar\ the Prince” might in this partis 
- cular worthily do-it, "was by (conſequence on the ex- 
cellency of the" © hiarch wherein be had been educd+ 
ted ; which theugh Hoppy for Him, is Accidental as 
16 the Geherality of "Mankind. This tery "advice 
thereforg requireth* another flep, Yo etimine That 
very Church wherein'we'bave been edxcattd, that 
we may tot put our Soulr into 4 Lottery; wherein 
are many. Bad draughts far one G ood ;'for ſo' we can+ 
not poſſibly be Fudicious in 4 right thalte';* and it 
i great odds, bus we ſhall be #tnhapty in an evil 
© | 

© The Church of England as jt Needs not-, "ſo it 
Dov's A 'forbid any of it's Sons the riſe of 1beir own 
Eyes; if it did, This atone would be ſafſicient -reas 
fon; nor only ro Diftruft, but Condens, <1 
"** Our great care miiſt be, that we aff no tes Sins 
cerely than, Couragiouſly in this great Affti, which 
w2 canidt betrer manage than by theſe neceſſary En- 
quIries. | [ABo ik 

' 17. What was T hat Goſpe], Which our 
Lord acl his Apoſtles preached as  neceflary 
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 'Fpifterus;; laying it as a Fundamental rife 


whereon we muit build, and whereby we 


muſt regulate all our cpinions in point of 


Manners. Ard it will *as well koldin all 
other Arts and- Sciences, Exclid buildeth 
alt*his Geometry 'upon"ſuch:-principles as he 
calleth'a 1252, becauſe by *thit "A. BaC. he 


poſitions and Solutions*of Problems. © And 


MK; .aidi 0. b Y FRY C313 > #19 | 62 43.0 
> 168 big. Loot Siena if mecg[6if for 


ys V.oT 


bat "is 'Learning or In- : 


one without a 
— WEL-CLI0G at 1.'D. uhderſtand. 
ſpeſfeth out all his demonſtrations of Pro- - 


"FB Hot Jan the Lord,” "Fir thivis the Ca- 


Qu.l. What was that” Giſpel whith our Lord "vent," '&c. and © more ſuccindtly; ">: t6. 


Y , 


* This is the: Covenant that I will make 
with them, after thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, 'I 
w1ll pur my Laws into their hearts, and in their 
minds will I write them, and their ſins and ini- 


ſtood, than to be performed ; and 2. Po-- 
fitively, the ſame which their own Hearts 
craved, and which were o legibly impriat- 
ed in the: moſt ' iguorant mind, that every 
ny inftracter might read and- 

It perfected'the Old, as in a good Piure; 
the Laſt lively "colours do the Firſt dead 


by the ſame rule; muſt we proceed in the 
judgment we are to make of the Religion 
we profeſs : for” thus only ſhall we gain a 


ones; which they ſo deface, as to jultifie : - 
. But the Law of Nature it perfefteth, as a + 
"Building does its Foundation, which it ſo 


| them out of the land of Egypt ; _ 
| tinued not in . my Covenant, 


Teſt whereby we'may tnderftand-what'is 


true Goſpel. 


. © That we may be ſecure in our fearch for 


ſuch a Teſt, we muſt conſult no other but 
the facred Oracles,which gives us bothCha- 
racer and Account of the Goſpel, by the 
former we underſtand the Nature ; by 


"the latter, the number, of its'Dodtrines: 


'The CharaFer whereby we' are to judge 
of the Nature 'vf "the Goſpel, 'is ſometime 
that of a Covenant , oftner that'of a Meſſage. 

- 1. Sometimes it is ſet forth asa C O- 
VENAN FT, either to ſecure us of the 
Performance on God's part ; becauſe if he 
ſhould violate it, he muſt-break not only a 


| Promiſe (given, but 'a'Coyenant ſtabliſhed ; 
| or elſe in oppoſition to a Former Covenant, 
' which it is to ſucceed ;and under this Cha- 


rater we find it prophecied of Fer. 31. 33. 
which Prophecy is applied, Heb. 8. 8. Be- 


bold, the days come ( ſaith the Lord ) when 1 
| will make a new Covenant, with the houſe 
| Iſrael andthe houſe of Fudah ; Not according 


in the "day when T took rhem by the band th tad 


an 


_— 


I regarded 


they com- 


Teaneth on, as” to keep it firmin its place. 
For whatever natucal Religion could ſpeak + 
in* behalf of Vertue, the Goſpel ſo cone 
firmeth, as to build it highcr, with nobler - 
Precepts and richer Promiſes : As there--- 
fore as it is a New Covenant, it is alſo a bet- - 
ter one, and deſerveth the other and bet- - 
ter CharaCter, | For | 

'' 2. More frequeatly ' *tis ſet: forth as a - 
MESS AGE. This the word literal- } 
ly importeth and under this Title we find 
it molt pompouſly proclaimed by S. Fobn,in 
his entry on his firſt Epiltle ; wherein having - 
ſtudiouſly recommendedit to our confidence * 
by its certainty, and to our appetites by its 
happineſs, he proceedeth to publiſh its de- - 
fign to be mo other than the advancement : 
of Primitive, Natural Religion, to a-high- | 
er perfection : Theſe things we write to yaw - 
that you may have fellowſhip, &c. The Pa- 
triarchs knew only the Father, but our fel- 


of Jowiſhip is with vhe Father and with Vis Sott. 


As therefore in' the face of Jefis Chrift we | 
fee more of the Father's ' goodneſs, 10 are 
we thereby obliged to higher ſtrains of foye 
to him and one. another, which is the-ſuns 
of Natural Religion, |; The: 


||| faithfulneſs in God to perform it : 


q 


©: 


|| .- Theſame ina gayer dreſs we haye inthe 
| -next verſe; Theſe things we write unto you 


that your joy ' may be fall.” Natural Religion 
taught men to worſhip ' God with Featts : 
and by this Argument . principally . doth 
Plutarch prove the Joys ot the Religious to 
be greater than thoſe 'of . the Epicurzan:; 
becauſe the one taſteth nothing but the 
\Wice and Via:ds, but the otherrejoyceth in 
'GoJ, then and there cipecially preſent and 
propitious. And -by this Argument mult 
the Foy of a Chriſtian be greater than that 
ofa Philoſopher, becauſe the one can have 
no other aijura'ice of God's propittoutfneſs, 
but what hs can borrow from his Reaſon; 
whereas the other has it by Revelation : 
For in the zew Covenant. above-recited, is a 
p*omiſe of mercy in forgirerefs of fins ; and 
1n the Goſpel this is mare plainly expreſſed, 
ſo that our St. Feb» makcth it a po:nt - 
An 


whereas death is the wages of fin, cter- 


|| "nal life muſt be the conſe quence of its pare 


don, which alſo in the Goſpel is expreſly 
prom-led; ſo what the Ftilolophers 
ttrenzly wiſhed and faintly hoped,the Chri- 
ſtian is ſecure of aid thereby his joy zs full 
Ja that part whcre theirs was thirity. 
Having thus endcared !and publiſhed the 
gracious Nefign of nis melſage, he proceed- 
til to deliver its joyful Matter : T bis is the 


meſſage rich we bave heard of him, and de- 


clare unto youu, that God is light, and m him is 
0 darkneſs at ail- A glorious, but a daz- 
ling Word !where by yet we underſtand this 
plzi: truth, that Gnd is moſt perfect, and 
u is the deſign of the Goſpel to invite us to 
beluch as he is : which alſo St. Peter veri- 
ſycth, ſaying For this purpoſe are given us ma- 
ny rich and preciow Promiſes, that vy them we 


j ſhould be partakers of the divine nature: then 


waich words none can mnre clearly declare 
that the defiga of the Goſpel,is ſo to deliver 
us from the diſcipline of the Ceremonial 


| | Saw, as to exalt us to the higheſt pertection 


in the Natural, by making us Perfe& as our 
Father which is in Heavenis perſef. 


' \ 


" Ard if this be the Deſign, this the Matter T 
. of the Goſpel,; then have we an Authentick | 
General Teſt, whereby every Pottrine m 


be tried, that claimeth-our entertainmerit as 

a Goſp<\ Truth, For every wiſe Agent va- 

lueth the: Means by their ſerviceableneſs to 

the end, .and Particulars by their ſaitable-. 
nels to the Generals : Ifto thele we finda- 

ny. DoCtcines ijerdiceable, we muſt embrace 

them ; if impertine 
if peraiciqus = condema them. 


we muſt flight them; | 


with this Teſt then in our hands, as we © 


ſafely may, ſv we boldly ſhall purſue cu: 
Enquiries. 


The Firſt is, What was the Goſpel which - 


cur Saviour end his ApoFtles preached ? 

This Enquiry plainly concerneth matter 
,of Fact, and therefore cannot employ any 
Logick, Metaphy ſicks, or any other Scho. 
laitis Arts, cannot need ſubtilty of judg- 
ment, or :cunning in diſpute, or any other 
qualification of mind, but care and honeſty; 
nor againdoth it put us to tumble great or 
many Books, yea or ſo much as one >yſtem, 
ſaith no more than our Lord did to him that 
enquired, what be ſhuuld do to be ſaved? Our 
Lord ſent him to his Bible, what is writtes 
in the Law? how yeadeth thou: We have a 


_ 


faithful record of whatever can pretend to - 


be Gofpel, and ſufficient to anſwer the like 
queſtion. what ſhall I believe to be ſaved ? 

In its largelt Edition the Goſpel, truly 
ſo called, exceedeth not T'wo Doftrines : 
St. 24ark ſaith, Our Saviour came into Galilee, 
preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom of God, 


ſaymeg, the time is fulfilled, and the Kingdoms | 


of God is at hand, REPENT and B E- 
LIEFE the. Goſpel: By which if it be 


not fufficicntly plain, that the Goſpe! is 


compriſed in Repentance and Faith, Saint 
Paul putteth it beyond ditpute ; For in 
his farewcl diſcourſe with the Elders of 
the Church of Epheſus . he thus juſtifi- 
eth himſelf, 7 have , not | 
thing from you that was 
but preached unto you REPENT A VCE to- 


ward God, and FAIT H toward our Lord 
Jeſms | 


wr 


kept back any © 
roftable or - you, 


Feſws Chriff, No words can more expreſly 
declare that in theſe two are contained, not 
only all things Neceſſary, but all things Pro- 
fitable : And thoſe who ſo:importunately call 
for another catalogue of fundamentals, mult 
impeach the Apoſtle either of groſs 1gno- 
rance of a grofler Lye. '/* © 45 
- }Yea, the Holy Ghoſt feemeth ſo to ſhun 
multiplication of necefſaries; *that in other 
places it thinketh Two too many, and 
therefore reduceth them ta: One ; and to 
either of the two. For in our Lord's-firſt 
Sermon, as recited by St:* Matthew, we find 
no mention of Repentance, but only of Faith: 
And ſo his laſt Sermon agreeth ©-with his 
firſt, for* therein he profetfeth - this: to be 
the deſign of his Death and Reſurrection,: 
that repentance and remiſſion of ſins ſhould ve 
preached in his name among all nations. | 

Yet is Faith alſo'in its turn» honoured 
with the ſamiedignity,"'as the fole-and ate- 
quate fubſtancevf. the- Goſpel :- Our- Lord 
bimſelf-told'! NicdYomms, that” God'ſent-bird 
mro the world,” that whatſoever believer hin 


And i boy cloſeth his Goſpel with this 
faying, Theſe things are. written, that . you 
may belike/l bs Teſs "3s" rhe 'Son*of God, 
and that" brlieving ye may 'have "life" ih -bis 
Bate. 917 28 03887 20 © 2h HU! IG ©, 
"$6 ar/s' Your Lord from ithinking his 
Goſpel honoured by milltiplication of Arti- 
cles, that rather than keep up that leaſt of 
humbers, | he is content to* difmiſs-- either 
bf the two, © SH ld ye 01 
. © "That in this he may 'no* appear to+con- 
tradidt himſelf, we \mulſt conſider ,* that 
thcy' are both  the- ſame «under 'different 
| aſpets, and in their comprehenſive latitude 
| either containeth the other: For to Believe' 
*- includeth Repentance, - as- & condition: of 


1 


_ 


\ 


bim, ſhould not periſh, - bat have everlaſting life. "Thoſe Rituals we ſhall not neglect, but firſt 


obtaining that Remiſſion, which : without 
Faith it could not pretend to,- nox labou 
for : And Repentance includeth Faith, be- 
caule it is performed in confidence of the 
promiſe, that God for Chriſt's ſake will 
pardon the peaitent, + 

| Becauſe therefore they have their ſeveral 
aſpects and definitions, upon the diftin& 
views whereof, they may be both of them 
more clearly apprehended, therefore will 
we handle them as the two Tables of the 
new Covenant, ſo joined as to be ſeveral. 
When diſplay'd they appear T'wo, Faith, 
and Repentance; when cloſed, they ap< 
pear but One; and that fide which is next 
the eye denominateth the whole, ſometime 
Faith, ſometime Repentance. Yes ! the 
whol2 new Covenant is written by our 
Lord's own finger in theſe two Tables ; and 
the poſitive Rites which he appointed, 
thereby* to engage us to profeſs our ſelves 
his Diſciples, are not Parts of his Covenant, 
but Badges of his Followers, and Acknow.- 
ledgments of their homage to his Perton; 


muſt do juſtice to the Covenant in its:Sub= 
ſtance:; -and. we ſhall endeavour to do it- -; 
with all poſſible ſimplicity, with ſuch plain= 
nels 'as-may Inſtrutt every Honeſt Reader, 
and Convince every Obſtinate : Provided 
they have not ſo utterly abandoned all their | 
faculties, as' to become contradictions to-7j 
themſelves,' which they muſt be, if they ' 
want: both Courage and Fear ; Courage to 
denounce the Anathema which the Apoſtle 
hath commiſſionated them to caſt againſt 
the greatcit human. authority,” if it bring 
another Goſpel; and Fear to offend againlt 
our Lord's command, not to call any one 
Maſter upon Earth. 


CHAP; 


| E begin with Faith ypon two contra- 
| VV ry accounts: 1. Becauſe it is.1@ 
1] | unhappy, as to be: the, occaſion of. the 

| | Gnoſticiſin which ſo much troubled S. Paul; 
by - corrupting diſciples minds from the 

wplicity which is in Chrift ; and.2. Becauſe 
it is ſo happy, as to: be; honoured by 
gur Lord and his Apoſtles, as the fole 
condition, for our | Salvation, For as 
St. Paw} declareth, that wg are juftified 
by Faith without works; fo our Lord (who 
doubtleſs knew bis own errand) telleth 
Nicodemus, God ſo loved the world that he 

ent. his only begetten Son into it, that wwho- 
; ever, beligueth.in him, ſhould not periſh, but 
|| | Gave everlaſting life. ts £3 qiM2 4 
| | What can be tuller or elearer 2 Fhe Ber 
nefit is proclaimed under adouble character, 
{| | to double its certainty, Negative, . ſhal/ 
1}: 20t periſb ; and Poſitive, ſhall bave everlaſting 
|| &fe : The Promiſe is Univerſal,:, to 2hoſor: 
If | ever believeth, and-Free from all other. con, 

| | dition. but believing. If. this ſeem. incre-, 
dible, the wonder is cured by another no: 
if | leſs incredible, God: ſent bis. only begoiteis 

+. $pn::4nto the world on purpoſe ; -yet beth. the 


7; oncand the other are made credible by the 


wonderful. reaſon aſligned,. God: ſo: lowed 
#he. world; And now, what need; of the 
ampertinent trouble of Repentance ? Why 
@ould: we run the ſmarting gandelope of 
Moxtification, croſhng our Appetites, and, 
' | affliting ous Souls 2 1 : 7 
|| Fhus doſomedath the two Table; of the 
new Covenant againſt each other, and 
make the Goſpel an enemy toits own great 
defign, which we have found to be: the ad- 
Vancement of: Natural Religion. | 

The firſt ſervice therctore that we can- 
{| geaſonably, do to Fairh, muſt- be to: reſcue 
11 | R, from. ſ@ great a mifchicf, by reconci- 


ed " 4 


CHAP. 1. 
Of FAITH, In what ſence it Fuſtifieth ? 


ling our Lord's abſolute Promiſe of eterns} 
life 'ta;,: whoſoever believerb, | with, his no/leſs 
abſolute; T hxeat,;. that. except we repent, we 
fhall all pzriſh. and this will eafily.be done _ 
by theſe. two Propoſitions. | +: 

I. All Promiſes, however. abſolute in words 
mui} be underitood with, implicationof all things 
necefſary:to be (uppoſed, , 1 
- 2+; \I1.,0ur Lord's akſoſute Promiſe of eter- 
nal .hfetq'oll Beheyers, repentance is neceſſary 
tg be (uppoſed.” _ "TEE Wh 
\ le. Promiſes. include a tacit ſuppeſal of 
all things -neceſſary.to be ſuppoſed, It is iM- 
pofibles, . ag tealt';, very; Ergubleſfome,, and 
equally-Needleſs, -that WAwey6r makert Pl 
promiſe;ſhoulg,explicitly reckon..up all ſuch 
conditiqns, . a5;Þy thei 1awor light age vili- 
ble; and therefore. Need not ;1ang by their 
Multitude -lnnumerable, and therefore can- 
not; be particularly exprefied: Reaſon there- 
fore, 29d Neecſlity,. and the jayatPractice 
ofall Mankind; - have cancurred in the rule, 
that whatever, ignecellary. ings own nature 
to be ſuppoſed, is to be taken as neceſl: aly 
Lnplied ;-and accordingly in-gvery. Promiſe 
are tacitly implied ſuch Plain, though un-« 
mentioned Retervations. 

.. 2s; Repantance aud Holineſs of life are neceſſa- + 
ry to be ſuppoſed. This appeareth both from 
the.nature of the thing, and; the expreſs de- 
clarationsiof the Author of the, Promiſe, . 
:; From the. Nature:ef the thing,... The Law 


of; Nature is written -iq the heart. by the- . 


handi of ; God, as a tranicript of, his own 
nature; and; muſt. be,, like its Original, 
immortal: The Geſpel came not to de- 
face it, but to make it more legible ; 
to new write it upon our Underitandings, 
with clearer glolies; upon our Keaſon, 
with brighter arguments ; upon our Af-. 
fections, with nobler: motiyes ;. upon our 
Hopes, 


- muſt have the ſame ſucceſs. 


/ ; . Ik - 
Hopes; with higher encomragements; and 


upon - our Beliefs, with'plainer Promiſes. 
And ſhould our Lord, upon any account 
whatſoever, promiſe impunity to Sin; 
this would' turn him: from a Saviour to 
a Tempter : You ſhall not die, was the” voice 
of the Serpent ; and While the Sons of Eve 
have the ſame licofiſhneſs after forbidden 

eaſures, 'the ſame promiſe © (if believed) 
To pro- 
miſe impunity in a pleaſant evil, is to in- 


vyite to its enjoyment, Far be this from. 
our Lord, who-was ſo careful to pre- 


ſerve us from 1ſo*great a danger, that he 
did -not teave us to the general nature of 
all- Promiſes, but clearly. and frequently 
warne« us againſt ſuch a miſtake. He open- 


ly declared, that tome would not only 


plead their Faith, bur its Fruits; Preaching 


in his Name, caſting out Devils, ard doing 


wary wonderful Works, are plain evidences 
of true Faith; yet-even to ſuch” he will 
ſay, depart from me, 1 know you not, when 
he knows them too-well to own' them, be- 
cauſe workers of iniquity. | 
And. that :Repentance may not com- 
plain as lefs honoured, Ne preferreth it to 
the-ſam dignity; for m- his laft Sermon 


to-his apoſtles, he faith-no leſs for it than. 


he-had done for' Faith, Thus is is written, 
and thas it behoweth Chriſt to ſuffer and to riſe 
agam, and that Repentarice and remiſſion of 
ſuns. ſhould be preachetl in his Name; but to 


what purpoſe ſhouldTepeniatice be preach- ' 


ed 19 his*Name, who had promiſed ever- 
taiting:Life without it? © + 


© Chuenant ef Grace, 


rule -ſo'imper'iant, let us ſee how 'it's'con- 


firmed- by-an example to oppoſite, that'it 
looketh-more"like an illuſtration framed on 


purpoſe; thana true Hiſtory, A&.'25. 18, * 


Wewere 1n the ſame dahger of Eternal 


PP 


Death; as St. Pawl and his Company were of 
'Femporal,. and our deliverance is no-lefs 


like, than wasthe-danger-: Paul promiſeth 
there ſhall: not be loſs of any* Man's Life; yet 
when the Marigers would have ftoln away, 


Free Grace, when we ſay with St. James, we y 


he ſkid to the Centurion, except rÞeſe abide ty 
the Ship we cannit be ſaved. i: 
What now can the Antinomian plead, 
which this example doth not anſwer? What 
difficulty is there in the doQtrine of Juſti- 
fication by Faith, which it doth not clear 2 
Did Chriſt abſolutely and univerſally pro- 
miſe, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhall 
not periſh? So did his Apoſtle abfolute= 
ly and univerſally promiſe, that yo Man's 
Life ſhmld be Io: 1s Juttitication freely 
promiſed for Chris ſake? So was deli- 
verance freely promiſed for Paul's ſake. Did 
God ſend his Son to publifh this promiſe ? 
So did he ſend his Angel to St. Paul : Are 
our beſt works infufficient to juſtifie:us ? So 
was the beſt skill of the Mariners to deliver 
the Voyagers : Yet unleſs the Mariners a- 
bide in the Ship, none of the Company. 
can eſcape ; and unleſs Holineſs «bide in 
our lives, we muſt periſh. If therefore any 
under pretence of cafting Anchor upon. 
Chriſt's promiſe, ſteal away from repen=. 
tance, we muſt have recourſe to our rule, 
as St, Paul had to the Centurion; and the 
neceſſity of Holineſs will perform the ſame... 
office as the Souldiers did, cut afunder 
won prerences, and let their hopes fall 
off: © | | 
In'this rule there is nothing doubtful but -, 
this, whether it be more Obvious, or Neg= ; 
lected,” or Important ? pr 
So Important, that it will clear all thedif.,, 
ficut:ics which ſwell ſo many Volumes with , 
queſtions concerning Faſt ification, and the, 
Papiſts will not, be able,, 
to quarrel withus,when we ſay with S.Paul, . 
By Faith we attjuſtified ; not will the Ants 
ncymians be able to accuſe us as Enemies of . 
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Act, or the Habit? Before SanCctification, 
B 2 or 


_ 


!.} or after-it 2 &c. Weno ſooner recancile 


St. Paul with himſelf, his Abſolute Promiſe 
of deliverance with his Proteſtation, that 
without the Mariners ſtay they muſt periſh; 
but we thence learn how to reconcile him 
Ft} | with St. Fames; free Grace, with Condi- 
mW tions required ; the Inſufficiency of good 
Works, with theie Neceſlity ; 


Religion, with Jultification by Faith, up>n 
accouxt of the Goſpel. 

Yet it is lo Negle&ed, that among thoſe 
many 'I'reatiſes that have been publiſhed, 
Eoncerning the New Covenant and Fuſtificati- 
#3, | know not of one that hath honouredit 
with ſo much as a mention. 


on another account ; it may ſilence, not 
orly the Antinomian, in his opgolition to 


{humour of diſputing. For pray. conſider ; 
'wou!ld it not have been wonderous wilely 


ſich warning, the Souldiers, inftead of 
{i} [haſting to ſecure the Mariners, and their 
11} town lives, ſhould have trifled away them 


11! (precious time in, diſputing to which of the 


itt two they muſt owe. their lives ? to the 
ff} Apoſtle, becauſe God had given them to 
him ; . or to the Mariners, becauſe he had 
{ff declared they could not eſcape without 
\\them? for God's ſake, let us haſten to put 
F 'our Souls out of danger ; when that is 
done, and we are ſafe at land, it we can 
| there find no better employment, nor great- 
[} |er pleaſure, than to play at crols purpoſes, 
| we may think how to oppoſe, . and; then to 
| reconcite St, Paul and Sr. Fame. 
The caſe (you may ſay) is very ualike: 
t. Paul was a choſen veſſel, and a ſtout 
Champion for the Goſpel ; He was-not be- 


reied. him to a greater for, the Goſpel's 
KE : And it was but juſt that his Lord,fo: 
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Juſtitica-, 
| y tion by Works, upon account of Natural 


Yea, it is worthy our conſideration up- 
good Works, but the Goſtick too, in his 


done, if in time of ſuch danger, and upon 


bye ; \ 
the very chiefeft of the Apoſtles, but la- 

ured and 7 ts ac Þ then 74 all. This. 

&y Yoyage was but part of adanger, which. 


whoſe ſake he was engaged inthe. ſtorm 


ſhould deliver him from it ; and the extent 
of the favour to all his companions, though 
inJuſtice it were not due,might very congru- 
ouſly be granted in Kindieſs to fo great a 
Saint, and under. fuch circumſtances, . Bat. 
what are. the great merits of faith which may. 
any way 'entitle it to ſo great @: reward as e- 


wverlaſiing_ life? Whatever | can. pretend --to. 


worth, muſt make its claim good, by jhewing. 
how it partak«th the nature of God, who is the. 
firſt goed : but tobe Credulous, 7s ſo far from: 
the power of Divine life, 1bat it is a plain con- 
feſſon of Weakneſs, it is. nothing .elſe. but 


Leaning upon another, fir want of knowledge of 
its own : Ihe fimple believeth every ward, 


but a' wiſe man looketh well to his going, 


ſaid the wiſeft of all mere men. And experience, 


telleth us, rhat Children and Dotards,. Tho. 
men and Fools, the Sick and the Ignorant, are. 
moſt eaſie , and by how much anj'man is wi(ſer,. 


by.ſo much he is warier, that be. be not impoſed, 


upon. Had it any worth we ſhould hawe beard of 
it in Moſes or thePruphets., and the Philoſophers, 
would have allowed it a place among the Vir- 
ues : Whereas on the contrary, Philoſophers 
reckon Credulity among the Vices, | and the Old. 
Teitament mentioneth it but.once or twice, and 


that not. by. way of Precepr, but occaſionly. And. 


what reward can it poſſibly (deſerve ? If I. be. 
liewe, either I do tt upon good reaſon, or-nat ; 
IFT ſee good reaſon for my belief, I cannot de- 
erve Reward, becauſe mo. man can; chuſe, 
but muſt: Neceſſarily believe, as far as Rea- 
fan requires: If I believe without reaſon, 
then I am a Foil, and ſo. far. from 'deſer- 
ving @a Reward, that 1 deſerve Blame. And 


\ if ut ſeem hard to juſtifie our Lord's Wiſ- 


dom, in promiſing ſo great @ Reward to. a 
performance that deſerveth none at all ; it 
will. appear no leſs ſo, to juſtifie his Goodnefs 
in impoſing [uch. a, task. wo leſs 
Wort bleſs, :. For whereas no ſmall part: of; the 
good tidings of. the Goſpel, '\is our Manumi(ſi- 
on from the bondage of Moſes's Law;. the 
Joke of Chriſe. will ſeem the harder- of the 
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Difficult than 


I 
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? rwo.'-It is eaſier for a rich' Man to ſacrifice 
whale Hecatombs, when be hath wealth enough 
#0. purchaſe them, ihan to pull out his Eyes, yet 
cay any Man eaſier pall out the Eye of his Body 
than bs Reaſon, which is not only the Eye, but 
the Heart ; for it is bis very Definition, with- 
out. which he cannot be a Man: . It is Gods 
Imag®, end the. Apoſtle exhorteth us to put on 
the new Man, -which is renewed in know- 
ledge after the Image of him that created 
him. New that God (ſhould Print bis Image 
in. our. Hearts, require us to Renew it , yet pro- 
miſe Eternal Life for reward if we Deface it, 
is.4 ſaying harder to be Believed, than all the 
Ceremonies of Moles's Law were to be Prax 
&ifed.. _— 

This and more is.objefted againſt Faith 
in general; and ſtill the more. we deſcend 
to- particulars, whether in the Doctrines, 
that are impoſed as Articles-of Faith ; or 
in. the diſpute between 'I'hat and Good 
works; the. more will the Objettions riſe in 
forceand number; for every one employeth 
his care againſt the Adverſary of his Opi- 
nion, with neglect of the firſt. principles of 
the Goſpel ; and thoſe who plead for juſti- 
fication by Faith, have not the gratitude 
to juſtifie Faith it ſelf, or its Great Author ; 
byt leave him as an Arbirrary, Unreaſo-. 
nable Lawgiver, impoſing Uſeleſs, Worth- 
leſs commands,. with the. weightieſt obli- 
gations. : 
We ſhall therefore endeayour, by his 
Grace, to perform ſ2 Neceſſary and Neg- 
leed a work ; aiid by the Plaincſt, Sim- 
pleſt, General Principles of Religion and 


Reaſon, fo to afſert the Honour of ouge' 
Lord and his Gotpel, as to give a fair ac-' 
count both of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs; 
proving his Goſpel to be no leſs Grateful 
to our Reaſon, than Gracious to 6ur Sal-" 
vation; which alio will be a good healer of* 
our breaches chat are made in vur Minds by - 
Doubts, or in the Church of Chriſt by Dil»: 
putes, concerning Ccontroverted Doftrines, * 
For whereas it is acknowledged as a foun-: 
dation in all Sciences, that we muſt ſeek. 
truth by application of Generals to Parti-- 
culars; and it is the General ſcope of the-: 
Goſpel to advance Natural Religion; this is: 
the ting of the Objection, That Faith hath 
no place amorig Virtues, but Tredulity hath 
one among-Vices : That. our defence there-: 
fore may both obvia:e the objection, and 
build upon a gool-foundation; it ſhall ſtand . 
upon theſe two Pillars. | 
1. Faithis a duty in: Natural Religion, as * 
a Cardinal Virtue, 
2. Credulity is not Faith ; but as oppoſite to' 
it, as. Vice-is to Virtue. | 
Both theſe:Propolitions are of Divine Au»: 
thority, recommended by the Apoſtle, Ros, 
3.:4. 1n theſe Words, "Let God be true; but-. 
every Man a Lyer ; ſo that we can ſay no-: 
thing but by way of explication, diſplay-- 
ing what is wrapt. up in thofe few Divine: : 
SyIlables : And when we have thence dif< ' 
covered What .figure Faith made in Nat u-- 
ral Religion, we ſhall have gone at leaſt : 
half way indiſcovering waat Power is given” 
it in the Goſpe]. | [3 


TN AITH » @ duty in Natural Religion, 
'L a Cardinal virtue, Juſtice toward God, 
to whom it payeth what is due: 'T'o his 
Veracity, let God be true; to his Faith- 
fulneſs, let God be juſt; to his Power, let 
God be able to perform his Promiſes, &*5.. 


Q——————————— 


CHAP..HL. 
What figure FAITH made in Natural Religion, - 


That this was taught by- Natural Religion : 
before Moſes brought the Poſitive into the + 
World, 'and that the Goſpel buildeth upon 
That foundation ; if any onedoubt, let him : : 
but read the 4b. Chapter of St. Panbs E-- 
piſtle to the Remwans, he will there find + 
| Abraham's. 


| Rhrabam's Faith reccrmmended to us for a 
ilPattern, with'an Explanation of the Bleſſing 
ilihe obtained by it, and who are to be Heirs 
ito it : Not the Children of his Jos, but 
411 of his fairb, mult be heirs; thoſe who walk 
{11m bis Feps, ſhall reſt in his Boſom ; and 
Filafter a deſcription of his heroical Faith, the 
{i{{Panegyrick is cloſed with a declaration, 
HMTheſe things are written, not for Abraham's 
"I feke alone, but for ours alſ9. | 
AH That we may walk in his ſteps, it will 
|/1/be requifite we trace them; which if we 
THIdo, we ſhall find large ſtepson either ſide; 
4{[{|Great Confidence in God's Faithfulneſs on 
i{ffone ſide, and great Obedience to his Com- 
"| mands on the other; by the one he ſacri- 
"If1{[ficed his Reaſon, by the other his 1/aac. 


FM! x. His Confidence in God's faithfulneſs 
1{4;was fo firm, that he taggered net, but ftood 
{l{(rong in his Belief, and proceeded in his 
{}-Obedience, notwithſtanding all oppoſite 
1þ14 diſcouragements from the Laws of Nature, 
141t or DiCtates of Reaſon. It was againſt the 
[L.courſe of Nature, that he ſhould have a 
3+ Child, when both his own and his Sarah's 
| ' Bodies Were no better than dead, as to 
power of Generation; and more againſt the 
| dictates of Reaſon, that Taas ſhould be a 
1 Father after he were ſacrificed ; yet did not 
53s either the One or the Other ſeem ſo impoſ: 
vl :fible, as that God ſhould lye, 
Fa He knewhim infinite in Wiſdom, Power, 
11/4-and 1ruth ; that he could ſome way or 
WE other, undiicovered to Humane Eyes, per- 
form his promiſes ; and ſiice no other ap- 
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WE .periment of it in his own reſurreCtion ; ſo 
that. to -Abrabams Faith and ours may. be 


applied our Lords words to Thoyuas, we be- 


_ if hewant either Veracity or Power ; and”; 


lieve after we had ſeen; but bletſed 4- 
brabam had neither ſeen, nor heard, yet be- 
lieved : Yet if we have. the Faiti;-but of 
Thomas, it ſhall be impuicd to us for righ- 
teouſneſs'; and the Apolile ſo ſpeaketh, as 
if our Lord ſhewed us his Reſurrection up- 
on That very account; for he faith, Chriſt 
was delrvered for our offences, and raiſed again 
for our juſtification ; in which words though 
the ſame particle N= be alike uſed in both, 
yet muſt it be as little the Apoſtle's Means 
ing as our Intereſt, that it ſhould import 
the ſame in both; for he ſo dyed for our 
offences, as to dye in our ftead; but we 
car;not defice, nor could the Apeſtle mean, - 
that he roſe in Qur ſtead; We rejoice that 
our offences are taken away by his Death, 
but ſhould be ſorry to have our Juſtification 
taken away by his Reſurretion : It is 
therefore plain that'the Particle [For] 1s 
ſo far from the ſame ſignification in both, 
that the former is contrary to the lat- 
ter: Weare juſtified by his Blood, becauſe 
thereby our ſins are blotted out; but 
we are juſtified by his Reſurrection, be- 
cauſe thereon our Faith is built ; for 'h-re- 
by we are convinced ofthe truth wrich we- 
are to believe, and by that belief to be jaihi- 
fied, as was Abraham: $o plain it is that the 
Faith which the Goſpel requireth had 1ts 
foundation in Natural Religion; and while 
Abraham: is propoſed as the Father of the 
Faithful, Natural Faith is alſo propoſed as 
the Mother of the Evangelical. That in 
the Law it ſhould never be Commanded,nor -: 
ſo much as recommended more than- once, 
and that with no higher Eulogy than this, * 
Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to | 
bins fer- righteouſneſs, nor by any of the * 
Prophets, but once, and that with this ſhert : 
come-off, rhe juſt ſhall live by bus Faith; 
this is no wonder-at:all : For whoever 
hath ſo much Religion as to believe there -: 
isa God, muſt believe him to- be Abſo= ; 
lutely perfect ; which he could not be, 
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if 


xf he; be infinite in Both, it muſt be im- 


ſſible for him to lye, - or fail of perform- 
ing his Pramiſes. 

'This therefore needeth neither Reve- 
lation for want of Evidence, nor Precept 
for want of a plain Obligation : and the 


Qld Teſtament . muſt have done imperti- 


nently, if without any need it ſhould have 
offered the one or the otieF. 

Yet though the Old Teſtament gives 8s 
no command, it doth give us Warnings by 
the puniſhment of Unbelievers. Sorab, 
for her believing husbands ſake, eſcaped 
with a gentle reprimand, though her Un- 
belief of the truth of God's meſſenger 
were aggravated with a double Untruth 
of ber own : for though ſhe laughed at the 
promiſe of a Son 1n her old age, and then 
denied that ſhe <id ſo laugh ; yet did the 
Angel reprove her with no other: ſharpneſs, 
but that of geaſon, againit her double fault, 
Js any thing impoſſible with God ? was an ar- 
gument drawn from Natural Religion, fo 
forceable as to triumpty over all- natural 


. cauſes, and ſtop. the mouth of all other 


ipfidelity, bur that of the Atheiſt. 

But . Lot*s wife, after ſo manifeſt expe- 
rience of: the Power of her: gueſts, ih deli- 
vering themſelves. from the force of the 
whole City, by ſmiting ſmall and great with 
blindneſs; believed not their threats to de- 
firoy the ſame City with: fire; but turning 


back from bebind her believing, flving hus- 

* band (who's. haſte. to ſave himiclf, and 
: obedience to the prohibitron:of the Angels 
: ( ſaying look. mot behind thee.) hindered him 
; from perceiving it) returning mito the cur- 
: fed City, there periſhed among her wick- 
/ ed neighbours, and became a pullar of ſalt, 
{ that is, in the Hebrew idiom, an everlaſt- 


3g Monument, of the puniſhment due to 
Unbelievers, 
When' to a ſtarving City the Prophet 


: of God promiſed a greater plenty the next 
- day, than ever had been knowa in any ; 
* the incredulous Lord had This puniſhment, 
nd”. that he ſawit with his eyes for the convicti- 
: on of his Unbclicf, . but eould not taſte. it 
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for the ſatisfation of his Hunger ; The na- 
believing [ſfaclites, who lived upon daily 
experience of God's power, when they 
diſtruſted his promiſe of victory over the 
tall and mighty Canaanites , periſhed in 
the Wilderneſs; and thoſe that asked, can 
God prepare a table in the wilderneſi ? fell 
under his wrath with the meat in their 


» 


mouths. | 


The ſame light which ſheweth us the 
Being of God, ſheweth alſo his Perfetti« 
ons; and to give an expreſs Law, or uſe 
any other means to perſwade a Belief in 
him, had been the ſame wiſdom... as te 
perſwade me to believe the Sun ſhineth; 
which were an affront both to the Sun &.me. 

And thus I hope I have proved that Faith 
in God is a duty of Natural Religion, a 
moral Virtue, and to be valued for its in- 
trinfick worth, as a participation of the Di- 
"wine Natare in one of God's Attributes, his. 
Juftice; and, we may well proceed.to cons 
fider,: that beſides this intrinſick worth, 
whereby it deferveth to be valued as 
ſelf- good ; it hath another worth, as a Ser- 
viceable means to all other Graces and Du-: 
ties. | 

2. FAITH is a great "promoter of Os 
bedience ; and where as the Old Teſtament 
ſeemeth ſilent herein, we have a whole and 
large Chapter in the. New, aſcribing all * 
the heroical ations and ſuffering of the Pa- 
triarchs to '1'his Grace ; and ſo by a kind 
and poſtliminium afſerting the right which 
Natural Religion had, and God might 
( if he had pleaſed ) have by: Law re-- 
quired. 

And that it may be proved as clearly - 
as allerted ; an argument is cffered in the. 
entrance upon the diſcourſe; by Faith E- 
noch was tranſlated, having received this te-" 
ftimony, that he pleaſed God; but without 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, for he. 
that cometh to God, muſt believe that he w, and- 
that be 1s @ rewarder of them that diligently 
ſeek bim; which argument will receive a- 
little light from-the phraſe wherein the te= 
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ſtimony was given, and whero to the Ar- 
HR goment refers. It is ſaid Gen. 5: 22, Enoch 
WE walked with God, and now the Sorites runs 
HE thus, He that doth not walk with God can- 
Kft-not pleaſe God, he that doth not come to 
Hf God cannot walk with God, he that doth 
I8:not believe that God is, and is a rewarder 
111} of them that diligently ſeek him, cannot 
11-come tohim, nor will he ſcek after him, 
4 After this Argument we have a muſter of 
IM! many atchievements performed by Faith 
HET in thz Patriarchs and others, among whom 
I}ftandeth Father Abraham like Saul among 
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ty than all there preſent, but than all 
{{f! that ever were or (ta'l be : For the high- 
[0]-eſt boaſt of St. Fohn 1s, Tha wu the wittory 
[| th it owercometh the world, even our Faith. 
1H! tut Abrabam might boa!t a Victory, not 
1M: only over the world but over its Creator. 
[if For it is ſaid God trped Abraham : he did 
Indeed, for he tryed the maltery with him : 
I! he tryed which could exceed, himſelf in hard 
| 

| 


' Commands, or Abraham in abſolute Obe- 
[} Yience; and upon tryal it, appears, that 
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JI Diſputed, and perhaps D.ſ>beyed, with 
"l out ſin : He might poſſibly have pleaded 
& God's Promiſe in bar io his Command. God 
[Al had given him this Son, "ts tru?, but with 
i8/ a promiſe annexed, that this Son, this 
very Son Jſaac, ſhould be Father of a nu- 
4 merous and bleſſed Poſterity t And ſince 
| this depended upon his life ; whatever 
if} Right God might have to his Obedience, 
WH himſelf had a right in God's Promiſe 
178 which he could not be obliged to renounce, 
MI! And granting that God's | r-rogative might 
{}} over-rute ſuch a Plea ; This however can- 
HI! not be denied, that Obedience, however 
IL unwilling, was the utmoſt which the Com- 
mand could exatt, and therefore 

ii 2. The Manner of his Obedience certain- 
lily exceeded his Obligation, in the, Chear- 


the p=ople, taller by the head ; not on-. 


fulneſs i and Diligence of the -pzrformance; | 


tor though T/aac were. endeared to him by 2 


by long deſpair, and then by-glorious promi- |} 
ſes; though he mult perith- not by an 2 


Or.Jinary or Honourable death, but that, 
of a Bealſt ; though the tender Father /muſft 
not Hear of this by Meſlehgers, but muſt 
Torment his Eyes, yea'imbruc his Hands 
too in the cruel Butchery:;z though 11 
doing, he mult offer no leſs violence to 
his Reaſon, than to his Iſaec ; thoughall 
this might well have Staggered, yea quite 
Overthrown both Faith and: Obedie.ce ; 
yet he is- ſo far from Staggering,; that he 
doth not only Stand firm to his Duty, but 


Out-gaeth it : doth not plead the ſcandal : 
of ſa Cruel, ſo Inhumane, and Unnatural © 
an action, as muſt make his Perſon and his 
Religion ſtink among his Neighbours ; ' 
doth not intercede for his anly Son, as for | 
Sod:'m, ſaying, Shall not the God of ali the | 
world do right? oth not petition for him | 
as Muſes 'did for the people, that God ©? 
would reverſe his Sentence, Or as Fephrg's | 
Daughter did for a little time of reprieve ; | 


but without the leait tergiverſation, "js 
equally Diligent and. Cautions'in the exe. 


cution ; riſeth early in the morning, hideth 


his purpole from his Wife, 'leſt: ſhe ſhould 
hinder it, taketh with him but two Ser- 
vants, and them he leaveth at fuchdiſtance 
as to prevent the reſcue which their offici- 
oulnels. might make of their young Ma- 
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ſter from the ſeeming madneſs of their * 


old, drilleth Teac himſelf along with pre. 3 
tence that Gud would providea Lamb : * 


what could the mott'tender Father do'more # 
to Save the life of an only Son ?. Haeac eſt | 


fides, ſaid Nero, when his Servant to ſatisfie' ? 


his humour killed himſelf; this is ſuch a: 


| Faith as might well be imputed ro Abraham {© 


for righteouſneſs, and propoſed to us for a | 


pattern ;and ſtop themouth of all objetions 


God's acceptance, or of a place amorig 
Moral Virtues which are the Graces in 
Natural Religion. 
And 


which ſhall nor think Faith worthy of | 


Pi ag ISS b/ 7 he A - 
<& RIS WAR Eee So MIO” 
Tb $7 as CO TG NR 5 5 Sa 


- ad > on A80Þ ©] 


FT TRPEIR 


SmAOcG 911i CY A mm mmm &@ aA a 


GS $nw-g GEICI o CO ITS 
EET BOTS nf PEE" LEO, 


WARES 


| Modeſtly than Rationally 
7 that he had olten demanded of _ the Ro- 


| | An aoic hath the Worth; ict ah the 


and 


a Vice, Detect on: one fid 
e Infi- 


— 


ed under the name of the Exceſs,” whereof 
it 1$-NO 


% 
f 
p ; Ke . 


_ 
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CHAP. IV. 


— 


Credulity is wt FAIT H, but an oppoſite Fiee. | 


IL PREDULITY is nor Faith;; bur 


A, as oppolite to it as. Vice is to. Vit» - 
tue: as Fool-hardineſs is to Valour, Pro-' 


digality co Bounty, and all Exceſs to Pru- 


: dence, which is the Soul of all Vircue 


whatever. | 
We have reduced Faith to Juſtice ; be- 
cauſe its proper work is to pay God the 
confidencedue to his Veracity. And herein 
we ſcem to be out of all danger of Excec 
ſeeing God's faithfulneſs is infinite : an 
ſo indeed we are, while we make our pay- 
ment to the Right Objet. For to God is 
due not only Attual bclicf of ev 
which we know him to have, ſpoken, but 
an Habirual readineſs to, belicye any other, 


; when ever it ſhall appear to come:from him, 


and all without-reſerye for any: contra- 
difting ſ{cnce or reaſon. Xa 

. Our only danger of excels therefore lieth 
in our miſtake,-not of the Degree but the 


| Object ; and this, we incur it we. pay That 
3 confidence,co any creature which is due. to 


God only. er | 
. Our excellent Chlkagperth ſpake no leſs 
ally, when he ſaid, 


7 maniſts, why . implicit Faith in  owr Lord, 


7 might not as well avail for Juſtifica 


LION, as 


: emplicit Faith in the.Charch ; . but could 
| never receive an anſwer to ſo plain and 
{ importanta queſtion : Ic is indeed roo.much 
# ro be Anſwered, but too little. ta be De- 


] mandcd; for- ic ought to be raiſed to a. 
| demand, how any Church date Challenge, 


word. 


Reaſon; give God .the 
contradi&t himlſelt. 


or any Perſon dare Pay, that faith | ro 


. Any, yea co all the creatures. in heavenand 


earth, which is due to God .only 2? 


Injuſtice to God, for two plain Reaſons. **. 


1. It is a kind of ſpiritual Polytheiſm z 
ſuch a falling down and worſhipping the 
creature, as muſt provoke Him who de- 
clarcth himſelf a jealous God, that will not 


| Credulity is the Exceſs of Faith ; and as is 1. 
5 Cats incſs of a Vitrue, beſct on cirher- uſual with all Virtues, we find it reproach .. 
} fidewi | 
2 Exceſson the other : on the: One. 7 
dclity is the DefeQ, and on: the Ocher tide in. our { 
S -- [i ob BP Se 210 bY; IS 


wile 8 uilty, as we come to canlider -. 


Propoſition. 4+ RY 


_ 


j 


This is; 


» 
' 


give his honour to another : Let-God be 


true, and cviry man a liar, is a double word; 


of. God's own mouth ; and he that doth nat 
believe the Larter as well as the Former, 
maketh God a Liar, and Man a Gad. . 
2. Thoſe who ſo require implicit 
in any ; other AS ( | 
ic, by making him 
For Reaſon is no leſs: 
the-word of God, than is the Scriptures 
Yea Thereforc, and therefore ;only, are 


we to belicyc whatever we find in Sctipnter: | 


becauſe we arc by plain Reaſon convi 


faich' 


as to contradict 


: 
# 


i 


thac: it ig... the word of God, whom we. 

muſt.-believe ia ,defiance-to all oppoſition ' 

whatſoever. The ſparit of a man 15 the candle” 
/ 


of the Lox, [earc piofl Þ 
:faith Svlozcn.”.. The: ({pirit is that 


ng. the. innernioft parts of | 


the OM ait ' | 
part of our frame, wherein we are created © 


1n knowleage after the Image of God: and ih 


written with the ſame 


.the fleſhly tables of: or bearts are his words | 
finger, as were his , 


Laws in the Tables of Stone ;.and therefore t5 


ſay thatthis Canale contradifteth the. Sup of . 
G / 


righteouſreſs, is no leſs injurious ro G 
than to his Image and ,Workmavfhip: . 


- 


"There. is indeed- in the Oneas'jn the O-| 
| | D " BR». Og ther” 


| 
| 


| 


| rher light; great difference of. 
| | brigheneſs*: Some truths appear 


|. bir" 


i Pit, pv marter of 'Fa&t :- Matter of Faith, 
{ is this on 
| God fhould lie ;, and ro 


d. fitar, without+ ftaggaring at the 
mivg oppoſition b:rween the Promiſe 


alight hemore juſtly 'beB 


o plain, 
that the 'Weakeſt, yea the Soreſt eye can- 


not avoid feeirig and acknowledging them; 


but ſome are ſo ſmall- or. fo 'remote, that 
they may deceive or eſcape the Beſt, Yer 


| muſt not This-prejudice our belief of fuch 


| great truths, as appear plain both by {un- 


ſhine and - candlelight, whereof the Jater 


Beycr contradiaeth the former. 


Alrahay?s faith is our conſtantly ſcr- 
viceable pattern : Ir ſeemed utterly repug- 


| n4tit to:plain reaſon, (that Jap fhould be, 

\ father of nriogs tt he were ſacrificed 7 
it fee | that” God 

ſhould be Until ; and therefore, when 

| Abraham belicved, he did 10 les juſtice to: 
_ his own! Reafin, thin to'God's Paithful- 
tics; oy” | 


AB ro wake this (if 'poſlible; yer' plainer, 


eemed, mnch- more fo, 


diſtiognfh between marter © 


y Propofition, thar it is impoſfible 

This, A:rihan 
K 
ſ& 


atid- rhe. Command*:  Bur'that-God fit(t 
made fuch a Promife,and then impoſed ſuch 
a Command, this was matter of Fatt; 
whetcin, though the Scripture be fitent, 


_ Reafon-is datnarqus : fewing us;that Atru-* 


w. was by Suffictent (though to'vs Unre- 


re juſfly 'beBlamedfor diſho: 
nouring God with. though, 'thathe'conld 
the RTOE of fiich'a cruel command ;;than 
jufti 

which had been, unconceracd: 


Co 
F 


% 


whom we-believe : if God 


be the-perſon; our Belief muſt be. Infinite, 


- becauſe his Veracity is fo; if Man be the 


Belief muſt be Wary,_ becauſe 


lan is a Liar, ar art leaſt may bc ſuſpeted' 


obe {0.. Of the. other, kind, is the eyi- 


_ oy 0 a 


Fegeons of Jence which. we-have 


: when. a. | 
immediately from God; he muſt rot be # 


aled) evidences, no lefSiSecure This way, 
phgenr* rhe 'Ocher” way. ' le: 


ified for his confidence in a faith el, 


fon for beltct -witl increafe- 


God?s too. 


A ſad example hereof we have in the # 
Prophet, 'that' by the -word of the Lard | 
came from 7#44 to Bethel; and'to the Kitigs. © 
face propheſied the deſtriiftion of his Alcar: © 
he obeyed 'a Troubleſom and Hazatdous. © 
Command, refuſed a Royal Invitation, © 
returned homeward another way than thart- } 
by which he came, and ineyery thing :con- © 
formed to his Commillion. | But- when an ! 
f . old Propherſaid to him, 7 av 4 Prophet as: 7 
' well as thon art,and an Angel ſpake unto wie by © 
the word of the Lord, ſaying, Bring him back- | 
with thee into thine  hyuſe, that he may eat © 
aac armnh, water ; the ealte good man, : 

clieving the tnalicious lying one, was pit- | 
nifhed, 'nor "fo properly for his Difobedi-' | 
ence, as. his Ctedulity. This being the- | 
rule ffay the'Rabbins and Reaſon) that” # 
Prophet harkt received 'a word” 7 


> - 
x 


v4 4 


lieve any* other than 'equally- immediate Þ 


word of 'God'in' contradiction to it.” 


''Fhe example jointeth doſe 'with che caſe Þ 
 befor&-us..” Whatever: we heir from clear # 
Reaſon,. we hear from-a word of 'God: | 2 
whocycr would perſwade tis to disbelieye 
it, muſt produce ſach'Credemials, as may | 
| '}  * ©» convincens co the contrary 3-1t he do this, # 

So there muſt be two Meaſures for dar; Reaſon intactiarely*cacketh (about in con- Þ 

|. beliet: of the'one kind is the faithfiilnefs of / 
| The Perſon, ja 
a] 


formity to” the | Evi 


comply with ir, than che truc Propher oughe | 
to have done with the lying ons. . S | 
« ; 'be E 


chat what:isoffered 7] 
usfor cthe-word of God, 'is really ſuch : and | 5 
to this we muſt pay neither More nor Leſs 7 
belief, than Reaton will prove dues pro- 7 
viced we be ſtill ready ta pay-more, asour # 
evidence fhall increale, becauſe our Rea» Z 
; fc-equally with” 3 
ſuch evidence. This is all that Juſtice can ® 
demand ; and whoever payeth more, doth # 
it in -his Own wrong, and perhaps in. # 


4 I yo 6) A = ma os ff Wo ta OA no. 


| Nice, 'as to another* 3 
word of "the ſame God: bur if no- other | 
*Ctedenrials. be offered than his on, or | 
ſome other Humane (thatis, Fallible;or Fal- | 
lacious) anthority ;- we are no more to | 
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by a dull miftake of Credulity toward-man 
for Paith toward God; more obvious than 
thar of the Fool-hardy Prodigal, or an 
other ovyerdoer, that by Excels vitiatet 
a Virtue. ; 

By theſe Plain and Vulgar Principles of 
Morality, we underſtand in Bclieving as 
we do in all other aftions, what is Virtuous 
or Vicious, and ſo do we alſo, why ſo Lit- 


| Theend perhaps of ſuch Crednlous per- 
Z ſons tmay be leſs diſmal, they may not be- 
3 come the Lions prey z but they have al- 
2 ready made themſelves the Afzs compa- 
Z nions, by ſubmicring their Underftandings 
2 to the Bridle and Saddle, impoſed on them 


6-4 


tle hath been'ſpokea of it by Miſe and the 
Prophets, and ſo much by Chrift'and his 
Apoſtles. The ſame Natural Religion 
which claimed it as due to God, forbad tb 
Pay it toany Creature; upon the Forraec 

account there was No necd of an expreſs 
preczpr, and upon the Latter there was 
the Greateſt need ; not only. of an ex- - 
preſs Command, but ſuch repeated Im- 
portunities, as might outyoice both Rea- 
ſon, when it ſhould decry ſuch a demand, 
and Intereſt, whea it ſhould rebel” againſt 
convinced Reaſon ; both whereof concur- 
red on the belief which dur Lord re- 
quired. | 


—— — 


—_ ———T 


| CHAP. V. | a 
Why FAITH maketh a greater figure under the Goſpel, than it did under the Lan. 


OR our clearer view of the Reaſon 
' why Faith ſhould make ſo much a grea- 
ter figure in the Goſpel, than, it did under 
the Law, let us parallel Fazth toward 


| Chriſt, wich Loyalty cowards the King. - Loy- 
Z altyis a ſtanding duty, which at all times 
Z muſt be paid rothe King ln peaceable times, 
3 as thete is no occaſ1on for afty proclamation 
7 rorequire it, fo there is none to Promile 
J ic any Reward, but what the Lawsof Go- 
7 vernment promiſeat all rimes to good Sub. 
# jeas,. preteCtion in their juſt rights : ' By 
# if a Prince be dethroned and baniſhed, dif- 

abled to deiend his own Power and his Sub- 
8 jets lives; if Loyalty now ſhall expoſe a 
; good SnbjeCt co as great puntſhmeats, as in 
{ good titnes are the reward of rebellion; In 
7 this caſe, Policy for his own intereſts, con- 
$ curreth wich Juſtice to a goolJ ſubjeCts mc- 
7 rics, to perſwade the Prince, by publick 


{Jt 


roclaration and private meſſages, and 


f all ocher poſſible means, to encourage his 
. | Subj:Qs with, liberal' promiſes, that they 
| may find it their Intereſt as well as their 


Duty, to imploy their 'endeayours 11 their 
injured Prince's. behalf. "A of 
Juſt chus it.is in the "preſent cale : Faith 
is a ſtanding duty to Chriſt, os "ſt \be 
aid at all rimes ro the end of ' thee World. 
ut at'thar time when our Lord firſt clajth- 
ed it, and St. PauF{poke ſuch great things 
of ir, there were extraordinary reaſdns far 
che imporcunicicsand promiies, wherewith 
it was then honoured, and the world Tolid- 
red; fome whereof in theſe days, witety che 
Chriſtian Religion hath ;bten long eljabliſh- | 
ed, have loſt their inflaence. © 
Thoſe extraordinary reafons may be re- 
duced to three. Ii. The Drficaltits of beliey- 
ing. ,2. The Dapger ot protetfing ic. 3. The 
Neceſſity of both. ADA ih 
1. The Difficulties ar firſt were tary and 
great; the Command was ſhort, but Hard: 
To believe 13 Gol, b:ltewe alio 13 me. Yo's be- 
liewe in God, you cannot avoid fo 'doing, 
andthe very nation of a God exacts 1t 
from you : You cannot belicve, there'ts'a 


God withort: believing hint to be infiaite, 
D 2 az 
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neſs; andthis. will require on your part 
Suirable, 5. e. Infinite Confidence. The 
fame Infinite, Abſolute, Implicit belict, 
which: you; thus acknowledge due to God, 
OD os ro.Mec 1am come from heaven to 
bs, the light of this lower world in Spiritual 


"things, as the Sun is in Carporal-; and 
| x $M I ſpeak, I. require you to belicve 
- with . the ſame confidence, as you would a 


particular word from heaven, or. a mani- 
teſt object of ſight enlightened by the Sun. 

This . at. That time . (ſtill Hay at That 
time) when.our Lord put. in ſuch a claim, 
and his Apoſtles plcaded for ir, appeared 
very Hard.,becauſe very Unreaſonable com- 


' mand, both ro Jews and Greeks ; it was to 
the Fews a fluwbling block, and to the Greeks. 
* fooliſhneſs, for the Jews required a Sign, and 


the Greeks ſo»ght after Wiſdom, and/he that 

believe, muſt run counter to the 
whole world:-for ſo did che Jews objec to 
Sr. Paul, We how, that this ſeit 1s every 
where  [Prken againſt. 

1. The = ſought aſter #1[dowr, and to 
cher {uch-a belict ſcemedPooliſhneſs. Their 
-Wiſdom,' was Prudence; their Religion, 
Virtue :- The ſame Religion which taugh: 
to: pay: God. infinite belief, taught them 
a'f> to meaſure their: belief toward Man 
by the credibilicy.of the Spzaker, or the 
Word by him.ipoken; and. whatever cx- 
ceded this meaſure, was fooliſhne(s.. _ 

. -. Burif Religion were no leſs conceracd 
than;Reaſon, then muſt Impiety joyn;with 
Fooliſhnefs, and. avit: doubled the. Vice, 


fo did it. the Cavear: for 'as all change- 
of: opinion is difficult, ſo. is. that of Rce- 


ſa.. The Warld.was never pol- 


ou moſt. ſq | 1d. 
ſelled by any. Religion ſoabſurd,but that c-. 


ducation and growth. gave it. ſuch roots, as 
would nor be pluckt up with caſe or a lictle 
labour ; yea, moſt. Men have no. other 
reaſon or their Religion but. this, which 
equally. prevails for th: Worlt as the Beſt. 
The Wi | 

confidently. embraced, and zxalouſly dc- 


-” in. all ocher- perfeQtions, ſo.in Fairhul- fended 
| they had fewer 
the holy Dodrines of the bleſſed Jeſus. The ? 


himfſics- of - Mahomzet are no leſs: 


ed and propagated,. nor perhaps have-| 
artyrs-or Confeflors, than | 


Worſhippers of: (God's mirror} the Sun, ! 
yea of the works of mens liands in wood | 
and ſtone, are . no- lefs. tenacious of: their 1 
Folly,. than. we arc of the Truth: Thoſe } 
who worſhip. what they eat, believe. all 
thoſe damned, who' will not pull out their | 
eyes and do the ſame. Since therefore | 
none could” believe in Chriſt, without re-! 
nouncing the Religion whereby he was pol | 
ſeſſ:d'; this alone made ir very difficult. 
And the very meanneſs of the Perſon was | 
a mighty prejudice againſt ſo great a claim. $ 
This had nopart in thie trial 'of Airahays's © 
faith : He was no leſs ſure that he had} 
Gods Command for ſacrificing 1/aac, than | 
that he had his Promiſe for a bleſſed po- þ 
ſterity from his Loins: bur here the great þ 
difficulty, is the credibility of the Perſon | 
commanding arid- promiſing ſuch great} 
things: That he could give his followers j 
Eternal Lite, who could not ſave himſelf 
from the moſt Shameful and Painful Death ; 
that le could give the Inheritance of a 
Kingdom, who had not where to lay his head; 
that the Son' of a Carpenter was the Sou fl 
of God; that a Man of Sorrows was the #:; 
Lord of Glory ; theſe appeared ſuch ab. F 
ſurdities_ to. tnetr reaſon, that thoſe who 
ſought after jd», muſt needs find” it ex-| 
trcamly difficult to ſwallow them. Bf 
2. The Jews required a- fign, and (ach a fimi 
ſign, as might be no- leſs ' roo mighty for 
all thoſe.which had been wrought by. Moſes's 
Rod; than was his Serpent for. thoſe of 
che Egyptian Magicians. The Founders of 
all other Religions whezdled the Credulous 
crowd into a bzlief of their familiarity 
with ſome God: Thus did Nz-za impoſcfitra 
upon his Romans, and Mahomet upon high_ | 
Arabians: But Moſes was publickly own-flthe 
ed by God in the eyes of the whole peo-ffrior 
ple, whotor the ſpace of forty years livedfhis 
upon miracles under his condutt; they ſawftin | 
and beard the dreadful. thunders'and light-J Mo 
Y | mInNg! 


$ nings which promulgated their Laws,which 
L they therefore believed maſt be immortal, 
3 becauſe they knew them to be divine : 
n, 3 And can they belieye him ro come trom 
od & the ſame- God, who prophaned the Sab- 
ir Fbach' which thar Law had made the' cog- 
ſc © niſance of his peculiar people 2... -. 
all ® To this prejudice derived. from Religi- 
eir Yon, add another from Intereſt, They cal- 
Xe Bled the Law their Inhericance, and as ſuch 
re- Ethey valued ir; they look'r. upon the ©112 
of- #the profane reſidue of Mankind, as no leis 
 Flnferior to: their holy (clyes, . than Supe- 
vas Erior to the Beaſts ; and that they ſhould 
m. be levelled into an equality, how incre- 
ys Edible it appeared,we may mcalure from the 
ad Þ aſtoniſhment of the great Apoſtle, who 
an | ſpeaks of it, as if he wer? again ſtruck 
50- down by light and voice ſrom heaven, Ek. 
eat & 1.11. By revelation he made known. to me: the 
ſon &myſery, 8c. and verſe the gth. To make all 
cat i Me ſee what 15 the. fellawſhip of the myſtery 
ers © which from the beginning of the world hath been 
(elf F hid in God, who created "all things by Jeſus 
th ; | EMreſt,to the intent that now unto. privcipalities 
a fand porers 1n h:aven!y places might: be known 
ad; Bby th: Church the . manifold wiſdom of God 
S0n Raccorarng to the eternal purpoſe mbich be pro- 
the poſed in Chreſt Jeſus our. Lord. What 1s 
ab-FlIhis fo wondertul Myſtery 2- even this, 
vho Iwhich cannot be comprenended inone clauſe, 
ex: {that the Gentiles . ſhould be fellow heirs, and 
Wof the ſame boy, and partakers of \ God's pro- 
ch a wziſes 17 Grith the Goſpel. By-luch amazc- 
for Fment of. rhis great Apoſtle, we may. judge 
/e's fot his whole Nation, and by the. aſtoniſh- 
 offiment of him, who would not have, þeliev- 
s of fied upon any leſs evidence than a revela- 
ous fition, we may ſafely mcaſure-. the difficul- 
rity ty which Jay upon all thoſe- that. ,were 
poleficrained up in the ſame Religion......: .... 
| Another ſtumbling block lay. quite. croſs 
wn-f{their way, becauſe croſs ro their expeQa- 
peo-ffrions : They look for a Meſſah, that by 


ivedhis Vitorics ſbould no leſs advance them. 


 ſawfin. Proſperity above all other:Nations, than 
pht 
ung! 


(2r 


.ed-as Rebcllien,. and to afferr the. comer 


Holineſs : a Meſpah,whoſe Perſon ſhould be 
lituſtrious;his Sword Viatorious, his Reign 
Glorious, and of whoſe Kingdom there'ſball 
be x0 exd, cither in: point of | Extent or 
Dura.tonz Such a Meſh did their -Pro» 
phers promiſe, and rhe rime-appointed was 
now fulfiited ; their expe ations [therefore 
were big, and. their:lo:gingrardent : And 
mult thts triumphant M:ftah now dwiadle 
into a: vagabond. Gal:l:4n? Muſt their. cx> + 
peed Triumphsſink into this diſmal Prd- 
mile, He'that mill: be my diſcij ley wut take 
up hys croſs '-and follow me'! This was there- 
fore;a great ſtumbli:ig-block ro:the Under>- 
ſtandings, becauſe it lay: croſs ro! their I - | 
terelts ; they were the more Unable; be- . 
cauſe Unwilling,ro believe ir. which there- 
fore required a weight of  importunirics - 
and promiſes, ſufficient to counterb! ; 
the double weight- of. reluQtancies:.- Nor - 
was this the worſt, for 1 2 4 
2. The Danger was at/Fhat time nv. lefs - 

than the Dsficulty.-. 1 ſay at That. tewme, be-- 
cauſe "That circumſtance is highly confide- 
rable: As it was extraordinary in (point of 
Danger to the,Diſciples; ſoidid-it irequire - 
{uch extraordinary promiſes and iroporty-- 
nitics from our:;l:ord, as might: induce © 
them both ro 'combar all Difficulties; and : 
outface all Danger: Sify 2013 to 

{a good and- ptaceable.. Times; when: a + 
iPcince-exerciſerh, his Power wichiout oppo -._ 
{tion, as there is no:Metit: in (Ebyalty, fo 
is there no: Proclamation of Reward to it- 
But if he be driven . from his Throne, and * 
diſabled not-only to Govern his 'Subjects, .. 
but: co. Defend himfclft It Loyaltybetreat-- 


ſed-Prince's, Right- be a .forteirure of! Lite - 


and Eſtaie 3;.j ſuch-a caſe, the Prince's - 
Intereſt! . copcurteth: with Juſtice, 10 per- 


ſwade him to encourage his:geod SybjeRs + 
with Promiſes Extraorutnary: 'as\ his Own -- 


| Needs, and their Danger: 


Juſt chus a was-.1n\\ thoſe Times:when - 
Faith madeſo great tiguresin. the: Wold, 


{Moſs by his Law had. advanced, theny in,.that it ſeemed/to- cogrois the Snag) - 


| 
W4 


fl 
f 
i! 


| | | "TOW ) 
of a Chriſtian, and-all thepromiſes of Sal- 'fore- at That rime given, becauſe at that! 
vatioo. - Had it been ſufficient 'to: have be- time they were neceſiary - toward planting} 


lieved- with a Convinced, yet Silent mind, the new Goſpel, ceaſed wich the need 4'®" 


whatever | the Difficulty might haye been, which required them, and for the ſameR.. * 
Safety might have: equalled'ic : [But reaſon did the Method, of belief preced-R-: 
d-; not: be >acoepred;\ the mouth ing baptiſm. | — 2 abs 
muſt1join .with heart, Row: 10. 10. For Art preſent we -are not conſidering the} 
with the Heart Man believeth unto righteouſ- Method, bur the Deſign of Baptiſm : it} 
neſs, and with th: Month confeſſion 3s made was an open Profefhion of Faith, and there-j 
anto ſalvation. Nicodawus came to' our with an open Defiance to the World and 
Lord wick the. Former without the Later; all-its Powers : the Rulers had no lels 
far. coming 6y azghe, and Privately. ing malicc in-their hearts,” than power in their! 
what he: was | cither : Aſhamed or: Afraid hands, againſt all char ſhould profeſs aff 
Opeuly coprofels, he'is. told inthe *Rab- Faith,which muſt aboliſh the Law of //ofes, 
ical ſtile, that unleſs by Baptiſm he which they gloried in, as advaneing them} 
make open Profeffion of his Faith, he can- to a fingular holineſs above all other Narti-} 
not be 'a' Chriſtian, Joh. 3: ' Tothe ſame ons, who yet wete no leſs Enemies to. the 
fenle alſo did our .Lord tell his Apoſtles, ſame new Religion,which muſt deſtroy thei 


whenhe commitfioned 'rhem to preach the fdols.' Our Saviour theretore dealeth plain-$" * 


Goſpel;:He that believeth and 15 baptized, Ty and faithfully, Hethat will be my diſcipleF'2, 
_ be ſaved: not ſimply he that ' beljeverh, wuſt take np his croſs and follow me : He thath_ ? 
>ur.he chat believeth and is baptized; fo hateth not Father and Mither, yea and his 


- .making'a .Publick: Profeffion of his Belief, own life alſo,” canner be my diſciple: I ſend 


and: himſelf a Vifible Member of Chriſt's yowforth a3 lambs among wolves ; ye ſhall be 
iChyech, © vi cs £3 540 | brought before Governours and Kines far my 
5:::And here'thoſc; who-upon this account Tame ſake, &c. | | 

.deny: Infints to'be capable'of Baptiſm, be- © Such hardfhips were not more contrary 
cate thty.are/ uncapabletiof Belief, may to the Appetites of fleſh and blood,” than 


.. do wellco<vnlider. the:change 'of Times, tathe Nottons they had bcen educated in, 


and of the reaſon zhereon depending. At of great Proſperity ander the Meſſiah: They 


| .Thatgimes:whoever did" nor! openly pro- had dreamed of another kind of Yidery 0-4 


feſs heNewand Perſecured Religion, mult 'wer the World, than what St. 7ohn boaſtedF. n: 
be.fuppaſed w joyn with the rulers in that faying, this 3s. the Vittory which overcomett 
nes nn 1 ograti ee ar irys Lacy wa and * the IVorld,gven your faiths your faith which$ 
{ſtabliſhed/by the Laws of the Land : bur now” -overcometh the world” by ſuffering all 
rhe wind blowerlvfrohmhe oppbſite quarrer, kind of Perſecutions in this life,” 1n ai 
-and/fincethe- Goſpel 'is:uhe ſtabliſhed Reh- ſurance 'of glorious Rewards in , anof 
-gion; andthe ptefefſibnot.the- yery Parents ther., © ETON CANS, 
maker great-odds agairſt; any danger”of '* "And in' chis, the Faich of the Cheiſtianſ: 
the contrary, the-Ghuvch may, *uipon ſmall * outvycth That uf {&raham himſelf There 
ſecurity froth ochicr {urcries, adnit'afiyin- was indeeda'danger that he might loſe hifh;, 
fanri for a member. © ©? © © | + | + Tae, if Godcould not reflore him to li 
To:which” alſo we may add, that 'our 'wheij facrificed ; bur he had an experime 
Lord to his promiſe of earrlaſirap-iife annex- . of God's power to give him another Sonſs 
ed/anamnor': Theſe Land mo ly that © hotwithſtandimng, his old age if he coul 
believes my nant thry uy raſÞ outDevils8cc. no: reſtore the Same, But to the faithtuf,, 
"The! miracatouspowety whichiwere [There © diſciples of * Chrift there was apparen 


SY 


nas 


Tor Danger only, but - Certainty, of 


of their Al, Children, Parents, Lands, Li- 


Uo Life it ſelf. 
cd o Pied be the: gracious Providence of 


2d,” that now and for many ' Ages the 


2 'Bvind is turned to the contrary -point. ' Our 
Eqgucation maketh ir now as difficult, and 

Sur Laws as dangerous, to'deny Chriſt, as 
Sr firſt ir was to contels him : and conſe- 
Muecntly whatever Extraordinary meric it 
ight "derive from thoſe topicks, - muſt 
ow-be lowered, and when 'it ſhall thus be 


Feduced ro its Ordinary, and permanent 


worth, it \will appear (like Loyaky® in 
"*Seaccable times) a common grace, worthy 
- þf no greater than common rewards, For 
"Tow its whole ſtock of merit is owing to 
*s fruits, wherein allo it faileth thorc 
-—Þf what it bore in the times of its plant- 
'Sng ; for ar thatrime. ; | 
3. Fhe Necellty of Faith was equal 


bath, the Dificuly and Danger : And in- 


'Recd without This, the other two of - &i- 
*Kher of them would have made the Com- 
and unreaſonable. 
That Prince would not deſerye to be 
wned in the Beſt of times, much leſs to 
ae fought for in the Worſt, that ſhould 
WNKeedleſly impoſe Hard and Dangerous ſers 
DYices upon his good Subjects. | | 
YE Tocxpoſe them tro hardſhips and dan- 
Y 0ers of anccffary War, hath always been 
ted B fified in the beſt Kings; and to encourage 
*#l)KHeir valour with promiſe of ſuitable re- 
uClg1rds-is equally Juſt and Wile :- But to 
aZpoſe them to fight with Beaſts, only for 
 alSeafirre of the SpeQacle, was abhorred 
faithful Chriſtians when praQiicd by 
. Fanton heathen. Ler us therefore diſtin- 
Ui the Times. ; 
nerÞ 1. This Neceſſity of Faith had {ome- 
- Ning ſingular at that time when it was 
IWR exalted to ſuch Honour. A great, and 
mEenBDanorous bur Neceſſary, and otherwiſe 
YM naccompiiſhatle work muſt be perform- 
oul$i. The Kingdo:n of Heaven muſt tub. 
thiufic all the relifting worid: . God's wor- 
aren 


now 


_ 


23") 


loſs*: ſhip mult be ftript'sf all t 


ript\ loſe 'Certhlonics 
wherewith his own hand had dreft it, and 
reduced to ſtmple nakedneſs of- fpirit and- 
truth ; the partition wall muſt: be broken: 
down which appropriated God's holy peo- 
ple, &c. Toward fo preat a work. he 
came ' furniſhed with no' other power, bur 
that of working miracles for mens convidti- 
on : and ſhould thoſe who were cheteby con-- 
vinced, hide their belict within their own: 
breaſts, this might bring {me particulac. 
Perſons, not whole Nations ro fubjedion.. 
It was therefore Neceſſary to call aloud: 
not only for | Belief, -bur_ tor Profeſſion: 
of it : and ſince ſuch a Profcifion at ſuch. 
a Time, muſt rin ſuch a' gandelope, be- 
tweet Difficulties and Dangers; it was but: 
reaſonable, that the importunities of - the: 
Calls and the price of the Promiles, ſhiquld; 
joya withrhe Neccſficy of the Pertormance: 
to ontwergh fo grear: Difcoutagemenes: ..... .* 
2. Though in fuch Extraordinary re-: 


ſpeCts the Neceſlity be” now abated, ſothat- 


every Profeffor need not be a' Preacher ' or. 


Confeflor:in the hardeſt ſence; yer there- 
ſtill- remains a Permanert neceſſity, from- 
the influence which Faith Alway {becauſe- 
Naturaily) hath upon the believers A&i- 
ons z and fince Theſe muſt alway be Holy... 
Thar muſt alway be indiſpenſible. 

Loyalty is Loyalty at All rimes: In the- 
worſt times it will Fight, in the beſt it will: 
Obey : and when it hath no Occaſion, will- 
be ready upon All cccafions to approye- 
ic (elf faithful. And Faith is Faith art all- 
times. When the world 6ghterh againſt ity: 
Lord, it will 6ght againft the world in his- 
cauſe : it hath the ſame Valour when it: 
hath nor the. ſame occaſion to exerciſe ic.. 
by ſuffering, as had- the primitive: Chriſti- 
ans 3 and it hath ever the faichfulneſs ro+ 
fight againſt all. kinds:of - Enemies to his- 
Kingdom, Fleſh and Blood, ard ſpiritual: 
wickedneis, and whateyer will not haye : 
the Lord rule over it. 

The Chriſtian in the moſt peaceable- 
tines. 152 Souldier. liſted under the Lord's: 


[1 
ry v$}t: fa © 
anodiatntn bs bonne 0 


NN. he tolw (when 

Called) pta 1 of - vation that. 
mptc EH all in th. Fieps of hi 
Father Air bans, ſacrifice his.Luſts,though 


no leſs dear than was his Jade! 
'Qur Lord therefore is not ;;like ſome 


Dear] | Joyed as to require them upo 
on erernal death, wfdieve more than 
A neceflary for their. alvation: for ſhould 


Ire more than is Neceſſary, be 


muſt o' it cither for ſome other reaſon, 


* £ 4 2 
* - 


the manent : The 


or witho 1t; ;ahy _feaſon at all. - 1f we be | 
lieve him to require faith for any Other : 


reaſon, than becauſe ir is necefary for our 4} * 
- Incouragementto Holineſs in order to Hap- 7 


Pineſs 3, we -diſhonour:, hirm, becauſe | no 
other reaſon can; be worthy of - his Goad-Z 


neſs or Majeſty :. If upon no other reaſon , 


atall, we diſhonour him,becauſe this would % 


contradift his Wiſdom, which never af 


eth without good reaſon. + | 2 
And now I hope we {ufficiemly diſcover! 
by Faith is {o' much cxalted in the: Go 
, ſpe]: The rcaſons are partly Extraordinas} 
ry and expired, partly-Ordinary and. per-# 
raordinary, derived from? 
the circumſtances wherein the Goſpel was 
firſt preached: The. Ordinary, from its! 
ſerviccableneſs to the divine lite which Na-# 
tural Religion aimed ar, but the Goſpel} 
by mcans of believing, exalteth with no-3 
bler arguments, | as will more clearly ap-} 
pear, it we examine the Subje&t ' matter! 
which Faith is to belicve. 


A '« . man eo 1a 


[ 


MOOT. naw = = ty tk © 


® z . 
Ba lid of 


* > 


l Ta | 


— 


y., .G H A 
tf Faith i im CH R I S Ti: as $a aviour of F World. 


; "HAT the great things that are ſpoken 
«of Fairh, oblige us co cnquire-what 0 
>3g neteſſary for usro belicve, is roo 


- deat to need>Proof : yer is there nothing 


leſs heeded* 'or underſtood, even by the 
Inquiſitive-: 'and fo, 'That-' Grace -whoſe 


reat Worth is derived from-its Servicea- 


blenefs ro:our Happineſs, by diſturbing our * 


Peace Private; and Publick, is made. it's 
orcateit Enemy; - 

Our preſent Work calleth for Enquirics, 
not Complaints: and therefore adjourning 


. theſe to a more proper time, we ſhall pur- 


ſue the Enquiry now before us + viz. 1/hat 


are thoſe ſaving Truths, to the. Belief whereof, 


eternal Life 1s prom 2d > 

And here our. tormer Remarks meet us 
again. Our Lord avoideth Multiplying 
Articles of Faith, no leis than Commands: 


2 Thoſe were but Two at moſt, Faith and 


Repentante; and ſometimes thoſe Two were 
a XV ro One, and: Either one : I-che 
ſame :manner doth:he treat Faitch's-Some- 
times it's:Object:is bur Oe; and fornetimes 
T9, and ſometimes E:ther of chetwo!, be- 
cauſe they arecFworin Notion, bit inſepa- 
rable 1 In Agtion.” R | £36219 975 

- There are Ts «9 Kindsof Os 6 Be 


liek, aun: 


i The ERIN 57 —_ we his: 
N..TheWOR D:which we + mrs wpon Cre- 
as of- rhe PERSON. - 


\ WIN? \& 


"Ari id che Promiſe of. Rrewal Life's Is gen 


©) ” 212 ) rkbs Mn I So. 


Ti; 


__ asthe $5 
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P. LIVE 


ſomerimes to the One; ſometimes to the 
Other, ſornetimes to Both joyntly. 

1. Sometimes it is given'to belicye in the 

Perſon of Chriſt ; and this is, more frequent- 
ly, becauſe it is the Ground whereon the 
other is built. Thus we find in our Lord's 
DR with N:codemus and Martha, and 
the Cloſe of St. Fohns Goſpel. ' 
'. 2, Sometimes ir is given to belief of the 
Promiſe.” Thus St; Panlin his Entrance up- 
on \thar accurate Diarribe concerning | the 
Reſarretion, tellech the Corinthians, This 
75 the Goſpel by which they mu be ſaved. 
And when he pleaded, that for the Flope 
of the Reſurreftion he was called into que- 
ftrosn, he fpake no leſs Truly than Wiſe- 
ly : becauſe that is [the Subſtance of. our 
Belief. 

Z. Sometimes it is given to Bar joyntly. 
As we found, R:22. 10. 9. If thoy ſhalt cop- 
feſs with thy Mouth the Loyd Jejus, ana ſhale 
believern thy Heart that God hath raſed him 
from the” Dead, than ſhalt be [avex; © Ai 
the: Arhemans "thought: St.' P44" a Setter- 
forth of flrange Go t, "L8tau e hz ſpake ſo mith 
of Jeſus and the Relyrrettion ; ſuppoling Ana- 
ſtafts- to' be the Godels of 7ejus. Thele 
rwo are {o nearly-allict;rhat they cannor be 
_ *For whocyet believes'in Chriſt, 
"of Gol!" bf upd big Creatr 
xithorifed by Itis- Refufr35 100, eg lis 
Promiſe, y they ſhall have'a Relurrefti- 
on} Themſelves." Yer nearly” a$\they arc 


allied, they are rige' the Same? "19d there 
_ fore. require 'ro. b& rrexree erally. 

Firſt therefote we ſhalt” | of wink 
6 $67 71 2 QT a Qf7:56 -N. £2.18 
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" vern: the V/ortd. 


4 is firſt in order of narure;. Belief in the Per- 


fan and this that we .may do the more 
diftinaly, we ſhall conſider. ooo 


..1. What kind of Perſon our Lord requir- 


eth us 10 beliece im tobe? © 
2. What ts meant by belicving in him ? 


L. Concerning the Former, wi Hhat 


kind of Perſon our Lord requireth us t2 6e- 


lrve him > \Ne muſt conſider, thatat That 
time the World was big with-ExpeCtation, 


{ and careſt in longing fc r fixch a Perion, 
| - hasnever ble fleg. it fince irs fi: {t Creation 3 


a Perſian. of whom ſuch glorious thirgs 
w:re promiſed as dazied their Underſtand- 
ings ; a Perſon. that muſt cxcel- Moſes in 
Miragies, Joſtaah. in. Viftorics, Solawon in 
Riches and Wiſdom ; All Jrophets in 
Rc £; avd all Kings in Power ;-che 
ven, and, yer 'the Lora. of .. David, who 
frpuld bs only. free rhem from the then 
galling, Yoke 0 We 

thoſe Rowars, and with them all their 
Provinces : the time. of the promited com- 
ing o 
and their Longings ſharpned to ſo much 
the - FT Keenneſs. | 


© This falyeſs of time our Lord made-the 


Subje@. of his firſt Sermon, ſaying, The 


zoe 15 fulfilled, and the- Kingdom of God 15. 


« hand: This was ſo notoriouſly: known, 
that it- made the Jews obſtinate_ even to 
madneſs in defence of their City and Ten- 
pic againſt the Rowaxs ; yea, it made-. {9 
much, and ſo loud talk in all the Eat, 
that the Noiſe reached to Rowe, and con- 
tributed nota little to & ag Advance- 
went to- the Empire : becauſe (laith the 


| Fitorian} percrebutt [exmo, there was com-+ 


non Talk that ar Thar dime there 
ariſe its the_ Faſt a Perſon-that tho 


4 


Suclr an one had Daniet-promiſed, Das, 
7.13. There 4s 81wen him | 108, 4nd 
oy; gd a Kengdome that 4 Re 4n4 

ang3ages - fbould - Jeroe., bin : he: 


 Jerve., by 
there given him, is.no. ot 


Son of Mas, which our Saviour oft times ; 
aſſumes wo bimſelt z, which thac we may * 


the, Romans, but ſubdue: 


is great Perſon was now fulfilled, 


—_ 


Irle- 


her than. the. 


underſtan 


pecuiÞs Idioms, whercef two 
id1mport the eminence of the 
ken of, 


ſaid the 


Extraordinary. and Unexprefſitle. 
 1t our Title [Son of 


the Prophet Danes Prophecy 
He, yo. ſhall die tn your ſins. 


more ſo. The Bapriſt ſent two of his Dik 


ciples to enquire if he were: 6:4p36 wares. The - 


Comer, or He that ſhall come, and the Mul- 
ricude bleſled him in the. Name of the Lord, 


under that CharaQer. The Meſa 1s a Great, i 
but Iadefinire Title. Anointing was a Com-- © 
plement of the greatcſt-Kipdnels and Honor |} 
that could be beſtowed on a Gueſt; . and - ? 
from that Office in feſtival Receptions; it | 


was preferred to-a Ceremony toward the 


higheſt Dignities. Prophets, Prieſts, and 


Kengs were cenſcated by it; and our Lord 


is thereby. charatered, but indefinitely, 7 
whether Prophet, or Piicſt, or K1gs'or All. 5 
2. Another Idiom. of - adyancing any- 7 
Thing or Perſon, was by entitling it to | 
God ; thiisRewers of God; Miuntains of God, © 
&c. were the molt..eminent in their Kind : > | 
Man+ of Goa, ſignified/the:+moſt excellent 5 
Propher ; Kingdom: of: Go, the moſt ex«- | 
cellent-Gpvenment;; and; -ehe.' Son» of -God, - } 
was by: Deazel- made a Character of the: 
Preatels.: 


d how much. it miay import, we 2 
muft conſider, that the Jews had ſome. } 
principally: E 
ubjet ipo- Z Ij 


4 9 Ik that indefinite) which they. 7 
would imply to exceed any Definition : * 
Gol do jo. tome, and: more alſo, was a Curſe” | 
which fiznificd-more than any Exprefion 
could defi ne : Therefore 1 will wa/This ynto © 
thee,. aud buaunge {4 will dr This: unto" thee,. 7 
tixerefore ney :to, wet thy'Gad, O: Lracl, © 
ropbet; whereby he' threatned: a - % 
Judgment, and: required an Attanemerit ' 1; 


| ſcenn not fol- | 
Hiciemtly accounted. for by - this Idiom, anitl | 

; ſome o- Þ jt 
ther of his-CharaQers'will, Zoh+B. 24. He Þ Pt 
ſaith of himſelf, 1f you;belewe not that F ans- | 
The word- 1 
HE is ſufficiently. indefinite, but the Qrigi- | 
nal not having ſo much! as thar, js much: 


Ip > Ge: rn PE BC AT Y BTe/ on Ins EAI RAI PAN CTA NEIIE GTO, 
Sy no 9 S LS» eee LESSER SORE Gen? pig Hos 
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by chat Phraſe 


E acc ;. 
] bye chax he uſed char Phraſeas the higheſt 
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7 . Theſe and* the like high ChataQers, 


$ ſpeak” him'a Perſon' of Supereminenc and! 
# urmeaſurable Greatneſs ;*'a 'Perſon like 
5 (his cmblem) the light, ſo glorious, that 


CIO IE 


. Fby-:onr laſt'vitenc view we cannot plain- 
- 1p diſcover -any * thing of ir bur, 'thic, 
hat we cannot-'diſcoyer.. And this is 


Lo fir from! hindering ' the Belief which: 


:> BRe! requiteth, | that it 'is the very reaſon 


_why -we arc -obliged to pay it. For as 
. Ive- theretore believe in the Light, | 
_$catiſe the ſame Brightneſs which dazicth 
Jour" Ez &if+ we fixe rhem diretty upoir 


care} Beanty ati} Majefly. Pot whereas | 


_ while you have the Light —— -— Wile you: 
. bave the Light, believe in the Light, that. 
. Je,may be the Chilarey of Light.. 
| Words 


' ate Travelers. what the 


. and therefore what Confide:ice the Trayel-: 
ler hath- in the Light, the ſame mult we. 


It All't 


_ a River; ſhould they perſwade. him to, 


* little 'Variatian apply to them all the Au-, - 


= 
ly q 

ity . of 

that Ve- 


And thus himſelf ex- 


ivibity maketh the Digni 


preſleth, 


IL. hat is meant by believing in his Per- 
ſon? For Fohn 12. 35. Jeſus ſaid unto them, 
yet 4 little while is th? Lyght with you, walk 


6. lo which. 
e plainly declarech, that all Men 
Light is to Tra-. 
vellers, That himſclf is ro the World ;* 


tave.in Him, fs ED, 
Shou the Wileſt, the Greateſt -,yea,; 

e Men in the World, or-an -A «1 
from ' Heaven, contradidt the Light, the 
Traveller would not abate his Belief. in it: 
ſhould ay Augiorfy, waatever tell him,. 
chat'ts a_ Tree, which the Lhe tohieras 
him is a Stone ;. ſhould they tell 1 im that; 
is a Path, which the Light celleth him is 
go. whcre the Light ſheweth a Precipice,, 

r that there is'no Path where the Light 
ſheweth a plain one; - he would with a 
thearick Rule,, Let, the Light; be arwc,. bus 
every man a Liar. © tb 2 

© Thus is it, that 'we ate to believe in 
Chriſt. for thus Alrahams beijeved in God, 
mavgre all Difficulties which his Aﬀeftian, 
ro 1246, and all the Contradiftions which 
his Reaſon conld oppoſe, the; oac againſt 
his Obedience, the other againſt his Confi- 
dence. . And this is aut Sayiour%. Claim 
ye believe in God, Leheve alſo Me, i. c. with 
the ſame Confidence, 2 t WTs 
Where the, Importance is unvalyable, ic 

10' Care can be roo great : we ſhall toi IF 

fore' molt* catefyully and ditiaQ!y conſt. :d; 


ro 


ba 


| Eye; diligently b 


$S eft hy | felf Goa; he did nor, upon lo 


— 
> 


1 tivo, ways, cither, WEN, a; wary 

t cBlighely, obſerving 
ar it ſhewed by' its Beam; or with a 
dire& Eye, curiouſly viewing and cndea- 
vouring to diſcover its, Features. So. our 
Belicf in Chriſt may look upon him under 


two-Reſpeds : with reſpect ro the World, © 
as its Sav/0ur Or with reſpect to his Perjos, 
as the Sou of God. Sat 


IL. with.reſpeBt to the 


Magnitude,” 


| his faichful, Guide, whenever* he/walks by 


* And that, this PraQtical Faith is all that 
oir Savidtt . requireth, feemeth *'plain, as 
by other Evide ices, fo by his own Words: 

**rhen the Jews. .carne about him, and 
ſid*ynto hitn; How lng doſt thou make us 

19 dautt> If thei be the Chriſt, tell us plain- 

': and he'in anſwer thereto, called God 
is Father, they took, up" Stones to flone him, 
tecauje (they (aid) thowbeing a Man, mak: 


} der, that the Li nt. of the S .may:;be - 
| lookt'npon Hen 


_ vation :. 
. (laid hi) 


ſautts 


k £54 ax 


o 


L 


be ſufficient .for their. 


Crokey, [ay ye. of him whom the Father | 


Capact 


Salvation, to know how -and why he came. Þ 
into the 


d been 1n..It ſince its Creation z, be ſpeak-; 7 
eh _nocbing, of whar he. had .been from. | 
Etctrvity, in Himſclf, bur. what he was in. | 
R&lation to. the World, and in Com: * 
pariſon with all other Meſtengers of. God # 
'To: Them : (ſaich as God. fent, his, ® 
ut it, is not ſent. 


| rerward ſanRificd by receivi ng Gods Wprd; . 


altgruard, | 


Ply 

4 
* 

[ 


abrogate Thoſe. Laws which were wri:| 
| Ys 


pe By oe 


Word, and that (as his. Work, | 
ft q allo) his, Perſon + WAS,, rcater- than; ever. - 


their Capaciry, noxitheir, Rage, ap- Þ « 
 pearcth, becauſe when they would. not be. 3 - 
appcaſed,. he eſcaped with pleaſure out of. # 
. their Hands, fince it was ſufficient to their | 


day 
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& . in his Perſon, as might bring the World 


y Ged'ownHand:: Ic wascherdfore'! 
y>he ſhould: requirt ſuch a "Belief © 


irteo ſabjettion to his Scepter / LeſFthanthis 


cannot ſerve his Ends, 


and: More than this 
he 'doth not reguire. | | 


n I 
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* > ; 5 
\ T1 s : 4 4 ; n 

% d d . : 

\ rw," 4 oy e D x # py "WP 

- - * - 
p "TS p Z 
; F 
z [1 ns £ dx E + : . 
2 i 


> «4 . 
#3 
R 
” 33 4 
$5 


ecauſe Impertiment. 
y 4 | => / | j | $8... 
\T th. aere. reſpet'.to his Perſon, it 


8 4 VV; . is. 10; more. neceſfary that we 
'* ſhould undctſtand;what 


R 4 


P. -VIL 


| Of Belief with meer Reſpett to the Perſm of Chrift. ' Tn- 
wy es concerning þts Incarnation cenſured: Firſt, 


log? 


of us Light from-a Jewel, ores raiſe of 
a Philoſopher, or any le(s reaſon, butonly* 


he is, chan-it is-for. to benefit the: World; ſo neither. did'the days 


a: rayeller.to underſtand; the Features'of ſprivg- rom on high w4ijit as 'tor ary athet* 


e-ypuht: * 
only the -Ercrnity ot -bis Godhead: firſt 

7% embroiled the: Werld,. the Emperor Coz- 

# Rauting, by the 'moſt eſteemed- of \ his-Bt- 
"5 hops, .{ent.co.the Ficads of the. contending 
Partics,: alEV< 9,2 way igracious *:Lerter, 
perſwading cach ofchem tofilence : wherein 
"we find many)Sayings for quieting the Dil- 
\PUTC,, mare watth than all-thar. tince'hath 
been wrigeen for deciding it. We {lall take 
.NOtice f Thoee. + © 


"4:1 8A 2 1 IDCTON GY NE a8 
-14.\He ondemneth: ita4a.ſtily Queſt 10N, 
"Antex foar-Fools os Children,}than Pr ieſts.or 
Wiſe; Men, And this he prefſerh no- lofs 
thart eight; or nine times blow juſtly, we 
may diſcoyer in taree particulars 


*% 4 . 3 Mi 


+ \\ 


| Þ, 1t.is imperttnext to: our. ' Lovd*s Deſign. 
-2c It is Eruttlefs to; the; 
pubpoſes. : Z- It 18 Dangerous. 


| 
For: az the Sun doth nct 
World to gain to its ſelf a 


«#11 v7 | © 4 $1 - & 
"It is-impertinent t2- our Lord's Defign. 
ſhine upon the 


(mall Reflexion 


Um —————_  __— 


—— #Ealſeb. its Conſtant. 16. 2+ c. 67; 


When che. great Queſtion: con- reaſon 


Contewplators own 


; but'ro bring healing in bes Wings-" 
' Whoever thinks. herviſe miſt diſho- 
nour him more, and more cfle&ually deny- 
his Divinity,- than cyer any Heretick did - 
for he neaſt ſuppoſe at leaſd ſome*Proporti-- 
on, bermeen-the Breath of Man and the 
Blood:ofirhe Kord;: 6 0 
+ The Clown may:think theSx yo binge 
than his Bufhcl,. but whoeverhath che tcaf 
Tindure'of Aflronomy, icaſtoniſhed arthe: 
vaſt Difproportion, whereitrthewholeEarthr 


- 2 
b * 
{A 538 % 
” 
. : 
- - 


: fallech-ſhort.of any. one fexed'' Star. dnd 


when'he further conſideterh- :whatr intinimes 
rable. Mulcitudes more*are& diſcovered: by 
the Teleſcope to his Eye, and'beyond> Thar 
to | his +Reafon z upon: conſideratrosof- 
ſuch a ſRupendious Diſproportion berween: 
the Earth and ſo many'! Worlds;.*both: 
for Greatneſs and -Brightneſs ; he cai-- 
not tliink ſo: highly of | its © poor ' Inhabi> 
rants, -2s tO <onceive” their' great Crearor! 


: ſhould be ſogreedy +i06:a lirtle of-their cor- 


rupt Breath, ag:to-Purchaſe ir with ſuch 
23 Fall from. Heaven.” Himſelf--obſerved. 
To us, that thoſe who exercife Authori 
among Meny: ar: called Benefaors : could 
we harbor ſuch- baſe. Thoughts &f; on 
ards 


_ 'Lord, ast0deprade- him from the Dignizy 
of. a. Benclattor,, to the 'Mcanneſs of a 
Tradeſman, - and 


roo, we muſt implicicly deny his Divinity ; 
bur co ſuppoſe him ſo unskilful to his poor 
Trade, as to pay for his baſe Ware, in- 
finitely more irs worth ; this muſt caſt 
no leſs Diſhonour upon his Wiſdom than 
his Majeſty. Yet this we muſt do, if we 
think he will gram Salvation upon no 0- 
her, Terms, 'cthan a Bclict of the whole 
Truth concerning the Dignity of his Perſon. 


| himſelf the Honour of ſuch a Bcliet, 
or that he denicth to his faithtul Ser- 
wants That Benefit which he came 1aco 


the World on purpoſe to purchaſe for 


= - 


| them. ;-- S306 
fider,. that ,That part of: Mankind which 
Ny, ſuch. a: Belief. | He: made ir 
of Thanks that his Father: had bid 
| the Goſpel from the Wiſe and; Prudent, and 
| .xevealed «itt. #0 | Babesz, and afterward St. 


| cunLerd act 
T0, pay 
| Faye obſerved, that God: had choſe the 


k Poor of this World Rich: in Fanth:: Yea, 
| when the Beptiſi ſent,rwo. of his Diſciples 


| ro-our: Log, acking; -arti-thos! he! that 
it id .comty '0:i a0 we -look for -antther 2 
ow. Lord anſwered-him not-1n one Sylla- 
| blo, Negative,or Affirmar ve, :but put him 
| 20.4pelt eatane: Fruth by: Signs, among 
\ which: this wes: the Laſt, to the: Poor the 
| Gafpd pas preaches which: as it' was a 

Gongp! 


aplcrion; of: Prophecies, :{0 was it: a 
Sign.of the -Meſſra, equal to: bis wghty 
Hats, 'And/ muſt the Poor, who were 
:the Firſt-Born ofthe Gofpcl, whole Con- 
dition: our-Lord hanoured. with : his Birth, 
| as; he: did, their; Perſons «with his . Con- 
| verſation, bo-in all-Parts-of- the' World, 
| Fir -ccabraced: the: Faichz: and: in (all A- 
| ges-- make the: much greatcſt--Numbers ; 
l muſt they. by «excluded. from the Benefir 


fol Chr it's .Redempiion, anly. becauſe by 


| 
1 
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LIME: 


For- this will imply, cithcr that he Came 
and: Suffered 'on purpoſe to purchaſe to 


favoureth, are:moſt unable: 


the Means of 


tileſt 


Lords Commands, &#. e. they way with 


leſs Knowledge, produce more and bet- | 


ter: Fruit : and inuſt They periſh for want 


of ſuch a Belicf, as is morally impoflible | 

for them to acquire, though they deſire | 
and cndeayor no. leſs to: conform their'Be || 
 lief ro' the Doftcines, than their Pratires | 


to the Commands ot thetr Saviour? 


; quirer can be nnſatisficd: $t; Paylfinding 


J had only been baptized rxto Fob#'s B 
tald them no more of Chrift bur this;eha 


John indeed baptized with" the Baftilmi'of | 

' Repentance, ſaying unto the People, xe A 7 
ſbould believe on him that ſhould come" after | 
mm, 1. E. on-Feſus Cirift 4 when thty-heard || 
; of the || h; 
Lord Jejus.” "And 'iwhin Paul had-lard*his * 
Hands upon them, the Holy Ghift \came wp | 
on them, and they ſpake with Tongies ani | 
p—_ When the Ethiofpran Eunuch * 
lieved that Zeſws Chriſt is the Sox of - God, | 


this,” they were baptized th the Name 


of whom 7atah prophclied ; Philip imme- 


ciately admitced him to-Baptiſim. 'Atone Þ 


Cermon, TT hree\'Thouland becamie | Diſci- 
plesz Can any -/Man/ imagine” that” they 
underſtood the whole Myſtery of the Incar- 
nation ? FLY > bo 

_ In the next fiicceeding Apes, as the Go- 
ſpel ſpread farther over the:.World'; ſo 
.did ' the Curioſity. of DoRors' improve 
in Expiatning ns. Myſtery, and their Zeal 
ie pretling choſe Explications upon the Be- 
 liet of Diſciples: Yee in" 7uſtia Martyr's 
Time; thougb 'thev themlſclves believed 
-the Godhead of Chriſt, they': did not- ſo 
impole this Belief upon All-Diſcipies; as 


are: excluded Tron: 7 
| the Meangels ans of Undeaſtading the Myſt 
thar in the vileſt Ware ry of his Incarnation} \ They 'may wkh' | 

their humble Simplicity outdo the Sub. | 
School-men in Obedience . ta our | 


hat ſucha Conceir is no leſs contrary to | 
che Belief. of: the Firſt Preachers and Bclie- | 
vers of the Goſpel, than it is to the firſt | 
DiCtates of Reaſon and Religion, no En- | 


x do well a lictle farcher-tocon-+ heard whether there be any Holy Ghoſt, but: | 


dpteſm- | 
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7 vo:deny Them: to be. Chriſtians, who 
'Z nor come up 0. If. This is plain b7 the ed 
3 Words:'of that Father to * 'Tryphon the 
3 Jew : Though (laithy he) I ſhall mat prove 
s that Chriſt :s God otherwiſe, thin by prov 

ing that Thig-rs the Chrift, and that it ' was 


* born 0 


Ts 


did 


| forctold that he'ſhould be [uclr; yet it will be F 
Juſt that * thou fhoulaeſt believe we 12 be de- 


| cered 41 that one Peznt, .and not deny that 
©. thes is the Chriſt, though he ſeem ta be a Man 


born of Men, and fatd to be choſen-1o- be 
Chridt:\ For " there are [ame (my Friends) a 


; AWO7Ig WS, 'who profeſs hrin-to- be the Chred, 


and affirm ttm-ts-be Man bovis of Men, with 


* how indeed I do not agree ; nor wil. many 
. EZ ſpeak ſo, who are of the ſame Opinion with 
g we. | By which Words it is-plain, that. 
Z however the Belief of Chrifts Godhead was 
# then: moſt 'generally received, yet: were not 
| the. otherwiſe minded excluded from the be- 
8 ncfit of-his. Redemption' as Unbelievers. 


Stich was the Faith, and ſuch the Chart- 
ty of the beſt Chriſtians, before Proſperity 


had made them wamton, and Diſpurtacir 


fierce. But now that the Queſtion hath co 

ſo much Pains, Contention and Blood, ir 
hath gotten a new: Value, not from any 
new intrinſick Worth, . but ſrom rhe Price 


which it hath coſt. This is the only Rea- 
fon of the Value of Di2monds, and This - 


Qneſtien is like them, Coſtly, Hard , and 


'Ufele(s z and to moſt Eyes, as bright roo. 


For it ſeemeth that the Honour due to our 


Lord's Perſon, muſt impart a ſuirable Va- m 


_— — 


*-4d T «ph. Fad. 


mn. 


nog ie eo 


Co 0 + 


i. 
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lue to every Queſtion where it is concerti® 
2; and thenir will follow, that we cannot: 
ſhghr this Great one, wichout ſome Negs- 
lect or Contempt of our Lord himſelf. 
Bur on the. contrary, the Worth of a 
Propoſition lieth'not in its Matter, bur its- - 
077; not 1 1ts Terms, but their Connexs= 
07; and it this be unworthy of ' Thoſe, the 
Propolition is fo far from being the more 
to be valucd for the Dignity of irs Terms, - 
that it is ro be deſpiſed, and perhaps, con- 
demned for debaſtng. them, by'a Paſition 
unwotthy.of chem, Though it benoe rea- 
ſonable, ycr''irs poſſible ro make a-Pin of : 
Gold, in ſich a cafe, ir willnot be an Un-- 


dervalument ro the Metal, ro ſay; that 


ſuch a Pins Point is nothing worth, becauſe 
it liath very little. of the 'Meral, and'no- 
thing of 'Serviceablenefs in ir; but we'mulſt 


juſtly cenſure him that ſhould: pur that ſoft 


noble Metal, to an Office fir only for 2 ba-- 
{cr and harder one. It is not the Marrer, . 
but the Point of this Queſtion which is now * 
under Conſideration, and we 'do- not diſre- 
gard, bur honour our Lords Perſon, when t 


 wecenſurea Diſpute which employeth ink - 


Boys play. | 
_ Such was the Judgment (we ſee) of the © 
ou Conſtantine, when the Game was firſt © 
et on foot; and ſuch afterwards was that of - _ 
Leonas, lent by Conſtantias; to moderate in 
the Council of Seleucia, who finding the-Bi- 


—_—_—_— and cndleſs at this Puſbp:in, dif- 
tte 


d them with this juſt Reprimand, *Go, - 
and play the Fools at Home. Wn 
X Socrate Lib. 2. Caf. 23. 


FERC 


CH AP: VIIL. 


It is Fruitleſs towards the: Inquirers-own- Satisfattion;.. 


© Þ fuch an Enquiry; is this, That it 


| 1s Frayileſs - toward the QyieRtioniſts own 


.- Second Evidencs of the Folly+ of Satisfattion; This' is preſſed by the good * | 


Emperor, in theſe Words, 'How* few are ' 
there - that -can exattly enough diſcern, Yor”. 
. 7:1 


[1 . 


enough. expreſs the force of Matters 
fo maghty and abſtruſe ? Or if there be any 
that *believeth he can ſo do, . how few are 
there: among. the Multtude, whays he can 


worthily 


" enable 10. underſtand it2 And.,this,is lively 


FEPECTed. ot Lords; Bm en: \T'he 
ightneſs-+ of -, che, Sun, -Which;; to..mik 
Traveller plainly ſheweth,,. his! Way: ; bur 
if, looked upon with a fixed and ſteddy 
View, endeavoring: to diſcover. the Fea- 
tures of. his. Face, will ſhew- nothing but 
the nel .of. the, Gazers + Eyes ; 

hich ,now is will not inſtru&,.. but Da- 
c3-7and -the Light of the, Goſpel to 
A? faithiul”. Belicver, ſhewerh” ſo much 
of. ou Lord's,. Perſon, as mult make 

at 


Voay 


Fe and. Incarnation, we ſhall find our 


S- + 6,7 


Us. 
againſt \Curioliry.2* The.. Pedigree.: of | his 
Fleſh might cafily have been, cither 
'Clearcd, or Unmenioged; Had the E- 
.yangeliſts been wholly ſilent concerning 


 ITSY 


—_ 


{ 532) 


the "Moſſia;-144ho ſhall declare" his. 'Gemtration?} 


10g, againſt, ſearcaing - after the Eternal} 


needleſs (and therefore left impoſſible) wil 


be. ſo much; the more. above our Under-7 


World hath.. been a 
both, of the Sin ' and, the Puniſhment. 
-For as -loon as the Emperor became a? 
-Nyrſing-. Fathcr, Teaching- Fathers grew} 
wanton. And the Biſhop of Alexanadriu\ 


_thecomendipg Partics,. ois abovementioned} 


*Presbyrer, 


,who: glad: ta find, it. canſonant to the? 
-Nygepe, (ent: ir; to: a; Council thtndaflem-! 


it, we had Jeſs wondered :/ but that they * 
ſhoutd profeſs ro inſtruQ..us, yer doubly : 
diſappoint 'us; firſt, by deriving it from a ? 
wrang. Father, and. then by 'diſtrafting us} 
berween, two: Ways; what is: this,\ bur.to} 
yerific .the'. Prophets Deſcription: of the 


And what doth.qhis ſo careful Cancealmen| 
of: his Generation, according to-bis Human} 
Nature, {t1gnifie more plainly,than'a warn. 


Generation . of. his Diyiniry ? 41k ici. weteſ 


prove him, derived ifrom Damw,* which? 
was.one. of bis moſt reyecaled Charadeers ;Þ 
how can it, be otherwiſe, to. underſtand 
'That Generation of his, which muſt needs}: 


ſtanding,-.as the, Nature of God: is:abovc# 
Our, OWN? : + boeafanes 7 ct ry 45, 4, i. 

But. Licouriſhneſs after forbidden Fruit," 
is the Original Sin, whereof all the Sons? 
of Eve are guilty, and the Chriſtian} 
greater Example, | 


boldly anſwered the Prophets Queſtion, 


T will declare: his Genzration 3 but he did? 


it in ſuch nice manner, that; Arius a: 


Pregbyecr, , cavelled ar it as 6ontradicti-; 
,0us 3 and. while ; cither of;'them was, te-}} 


pacious , of .his. own Aﬀſlertiop, / a} the} 
Eaſtein- Churches were. embroiled. with| 
tierce Contentions. To- quence this Firck 
the gcod Emperor ſent to the Heads of # 


Letter, which not availing, he convencd® 
a 'Genegral Conrcil at Nice, of all the: 
Biſhops of rhe Empire, who juſtified 
the Biſhop, and. excommunicated the? 
who afterwards exhibitcd a 
Confeſſion of his Faith ro the Emperor, * 


hy \-wTbled} 


go” : PEETORNE "G3 o 97! - 012000; ie 
bled at Fheruſalen, That Conncitapproved 
t 


of ir, and Tent their approbatory Letters} 
both tothe -Emperor-and the Biſhopof A 
kxandria, whom thereupon the Emperor 
required to admit Arizs to Communion; 
Bat the Biſhop anſwered, that. Hrivns was 
excommunicated by a General Council,and 
may not be reſtored by any le& Authority. 
And that the Diſobedience might appear 
Neceſſary, an important word is found 
wanting in Arizs's confeſſion. And that 


word. is now mae matter. both of Con- 
demnation againſt Arius wha;omitted it 
in his confeſſion, and .of. Diſputes a- 
mong the Biſhops, who ſubſcribed the 
Nene. NEE TT 

For thus ſpeaks one of the moſt partial 
Hiſtorians. Socr, 1, 2. c. 18. As we plainly 


ſubſtantial J grievouſly troubled ſome 

minds : wn pon «arty while mk ſpent 
much time and. pains, and too nicely endea-. 
vonring to deſcribe its force, they raiſed a- 
mong themſelves an inteſtine war, . aud whae 
they did, differed nothing from fighting in the 
dark*, for they ſeemed nat at all tq. underſtand 
why they railed at each gather... A, hundred 
and fifty years had thjs. blind-diſpute: ra- 
ged, and.at laſt was Determingd as Blind- 
ly as it had been managed. . For the Em- 
peror Theodoſins, finding Conſtantine's way 
nnſuccesful, becauſe. the : zeal of neither 


anarid. 
© Thus. was 


nor be untye: 
Ding, 
ne le: 


# 
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queſtion quite otherwiſe” thin” Athanaſſd 
had done. Forthvs:fhith Whavefiucin hi 
Dialogue of this ' Snabjea's The divine na 
tare is common to Father, Son, and Hol 
Gboft, as the human nature is common 
Peter, Fames,. ard 'Fohn. And - when th 
Adverfary objects, that then Father, 
and Holy Ghoſt muſt be Three Gods 5 
Peter , Fames and Joby are Three men 
He denierh* that Peter, James and Jobs 
are Three men if they be of one Ming 
becauſe then they are one in the Lord: B 
a Heathen,'. 4 Few, and a Chriſtian , 
three men, becauſe of three minds. An 
with a nearer reſemblance he addett 
the Father, Son, and HG. are as Bijho 
Prieſt, ' and Deacon, bnt Biſhop, Prie 
and De:con are 5 .«' 710:, therefore fo are Fi 
ther, Son, and Holy hot. Athan. dial. 
trinit. | | 

And might not a Heathen at- this rat 
jultifie Polytheiſm, proyided his Goc 
diſagreed nor among themſelves ? Th 
School-men therefore will not ſtand 
this ſtate of the queſtion, but diſftinguiſ 
between Perſon and ſuppoſitum rationale 
which (yet) they cannor do as io ſatisfy 
themſelves, and therefore ſhelter then! 
ſelves in their impregnable fort, My ery 
and thence thunder upon the adverfaris 
both of This and of another no 1:15 bs 
loved MyFery : For thy make this th: 
cock-argument for Tranſubtantie! ion | 
That fince the Scripture is no Jeſs expret 
for the Ore than the Other, and the Con 
traditions no leſs grofs in the Ore tht 
in the Other, therefore we muſt emora« 
the one as well as the other. 

. To this ObjeQion of the Romans, any 
to others of the Unitaries, we have fou 1% 
an Anſwer, that we muſt rot infer fron 
dur Own Nature to God, for that Onr: 
is Finite, and' God's is Infinire: Thr: 
Perſons among us are Three Men, _ 

"OR tic 


& DivigerNature ismatu Common one, 
wt 1a Singulpr 5: andjtherefore; Three 
derfons donat make Three Gods. . }ffyou 
tnderſtand not this, you muſt not Won- 
ler 3©or at leaſt, you mult not Gainſay-it : 
For icis a 24y#ery, which Reaſon may not 
h '< end io; athom. L |; 1 | 
| Why, if it *be a My#ery, and mnſt ſtill 
e ſo, to what purpoſe do weEnquire into 
&, or Diſpute concerning it ?- 7 
# The General that marched his Army a 
Ghole dark night, :and in the morning 
ound- himſelf in. the ſame place whence 
e marched, would never. have ſo.haraſled 
Jimſelf and Thew, had; he known . he 
Mould have gotten nothing. but ſweat and 
lirt by his' pains. And if we know we 
Muſt at Jaſt lie down. in the ſame diſſatis- 
Faction, which the very, name of a Myſte- 
ly importeth, why ſhould we not doit 
ather Without;.toyl- than Aﬀeer it ? To 
iſpute; concerning; a My#ery,' and at the 
me time confeſs it a: J4yFery, 1s:a:con- 
radiction as great as any in the- greateſt 
WH cry. WE 
That it was a Myſtery to thaſevery 
Touncils which .determined it,” may ap- 
kar, not only fromthe yarioys:Confeſli- 
ns made by ſeveral Councils, . ( whereof 
ocrates reckoneth no leſs than Nine; or 
the Contrary determinations of ſeveral 
unter-Councils, ( who condemned each 
thers as the Emperors chanced to influ- 
Mce them, ) but by the wavering of the 
ery fame Council.:, For that of Sirtiun 
Famed twoor three,, one whereof they 
Foul fain-have renceged,.and laboured all 
at's poſſible to..call, in all its Copies, 

7 Myfteries are. ſeldom barren, -nor. hath 
his been ſo. This hath not indeed been. 
> fruitful as That of Tragſyþſtantiation,. 


hore than the beſt underſtanding can well 
[ : . . 4 
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iey agree in one Common Nature ;, but * * 


Wat, it hath broyght forth ſuffigient, )and: 


nintain. ,, If Reaſon. cannot comprehend 
how” tliere canbe three ns bh the 
fame/Individual Nature ; no-morecan it, 
how the ſame Individual Perſon can have 
Two-Natures, and thoſe ſo ynequal as the 
Human and'Divine. To ayoid this, there 
cari be* bat two: ways imaginable in Rea- 
fon ; (either Chriſt * muſt be,Two, Perſons, 
becauſe” he Tath "two ſuch different Na+ 
tures; or He muſt hare but One Nature, 
becanſe he is bit One Perſon : And either 
of theſe had' its advocate, _ 

Fhat Ne#orizs aſſerted. two Perſons in 
Chrift,* if *it appeir not by his. expreſs 
words ;/'is infetred* fromn his. exception a- 
Sainft the- Bleſltd Virgins Eulogy. . He 
ſaid ſhe onght not to be ſtiled Atother of 
God; and” This raifed Diſſentions, over all 
the Eaſtern: Chnrchies, ſo like thoſe that 
were begotten upon the other, MHyFery, 
that another Hittorian deſcribeth them, in 
the'very Tame words "Aer. fought as in 
the dark, now "one wity* and \dhen_ another ; 
ana whit” they afſerttd they immediately de- 
ried: 'Todetermine the if) pute, a Conn- 
cil-1s called, which condemiieth  NeFtori- 
4; whothereuponwis himRIFquict, but 
cond not:make thEqueſtion 6. 
»Eutythes on the'Other; hi, d aſſert; d,.that 
the Divine Ndtvre*Fwallowed'up the Hu- 
many ifs that; However” they had been 
Twd' Befote conjuntion, yer Afterward 
they were'but One. *Thisalſo made great 
ſtirs; a Provincial:Conneit at CP; de- 
prived him, then'a"ilore 'penexal one at 
Epheſus ipeſtored'(hin?} 'and, deprived” the 
A | 
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: of C: P:'Theit Fee Biſhop of Rome 
eſenietels hat "Veer. Mphted 'by The 
Eotincid-vf 'Ephefies,1obrains'of the Empe: 
ror a General Council at Cglcedor : Zn | 
Djoſeorud,"thar had Veen, Preſident of, 
former” Ootfficil;* & acculed of Yiv 
canonical Proceedings ;apd 
be baitol-as a Heretich, th 
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deceſlor to Diofcorus in the Sec of Alexan- 
dria, were read; which done, the Biſhops 
in Council cried"out, This 5s the faith of the 


joyntly provided for it the'ſenteuce, which 
farh, —— Thereftre "the 1hoſt holy and moſt 
bleſſed Archbiſhop'"uf the* great and ancis 
ent Rome, Leo, by 'us-ant{ the preſent Coun- 
cit, and the bleſſed ahd ett to be praiſed Peter, 
who is the rock and baſe of the. Catholick 
Church, ahd fonndation'of the Orthodox Faith, 
'bath deptived' him (DiBReoryp) ofa Ee 
pal Dignic, and iuterly abdicated hy from all 
Saterd6tal 'mivilſtry;> Yet did riot f& Pontifi- 
cal a Sentence frigfit the” Emperor 34/11;ſ- 
ous, ſo as" to_ hinder him from wriring a 
circulatory 'Lerter, wherein he condemned 


| this decifion'of Leo,/and all the aQts of this 


Cothcilbf Calceder, 'requiting ritmtb-be 
boriit wherever LE, with not" afly of the 
ſhopy 6f 4, ' Etther frm fablcrlhing 
Thur-Letter' '6f theEmpitor's, bf f14 In g 
to hith Ariother of their owy, wherein they 
te {4 (69 215: 0.4 LL 19070 IU 119, wits 
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Biſhop bf Rome, and another 6f Cyril, re: 


SO em Too 1957 off 09mg oof 
prayed. him, 6;;t0, ſend. any other: contrary t 
it , otherwiſethe world would be ogerthrow 6 
Sedition, That Council of Calcedou having. oc 

caſroned infinite blosaſhed. + «6; nl 
After this, whey the.Emperox Hergelin 
endeavoured ta, perſwade Carbglicxs, to, bg 
lieve (as. himſelf did) that Chriſt had #z 
Natures,and was by. him asked,whether 
had alſo two Wills, and two Aftions ; pu? 
Zeled at ſo ſurprizing a'queſtion, he ſeat 
to the Patriarch of .C.,P.,. whaanſwered; 
negatively : .but theBiſhop of Hiew/alg 
convened his. Suffragans, and. demon ny 
ted, that thoſe who, believe but Oye, 
mult believe but. One Nature; and then 
Emperor publiſhed an Edi&t, that en 
not aſſert either that there 1s One or Two Wil 
and Aftions in Chriſt, But his Grandſc 
called a. Council.which aſſerted-Two-l/ll 
and anathematized them who aſlerted by 
Ozxe. wil ut At Ch "2 
Yet-after this again,.the: great Empe " 
Juſtinian began to compel the Biſhops t 
confeſs, that the body of Chriſt was not cap, 
ble of any, ſuſſerjng or change ;, and, had nc 
death preveiited the accompliſhment ofh 
deſign, he.had nor only. Reſtored the Ei 
tychian Hetely, but. Qutdane Iþ-;. .} 
Thus have we pointed,.( and,only poig 
ted) as ſome of FE Many intangling Que 
ſtions, whicH puzzeled and divided th 
ſubtileſt Ws of {verahAges, and were 
laft decided” by. no othey Evidence, but. 
Imperial Fd Papal Auchprity  ſuffcients 
Silence djſpntes, but not.;to Stabliſh truth 
And'whbis ts that is hotdiſcouraged fron 
iving a Confident. aſſent.to what is th 
way obtruded upon his belief ; or ſearch 
ing.into thoſe Myſteries, that have ſo cor 
founded. the greats "Men $S?. Who @ 
penetrate into ſuch Hy permetaphyſical 
cetjes, or reconcile ſuch oppolite, Aſlgral 
ons ?--Who can, moderate hetween the F 
trons and Adverfarics,of Canſubſtanty 
E 2 -+—Y. 1 _ 
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ity, then between its Patrons Themſves, © 
%A thei again between its Firſt Patrons 
1d the SchooImen ? Between the Ortho- 
x and the Neftorians, on one ſide, and 
utychians on the other ? 
; We have” before proved fach a work 
feedleſs t5-aving Faith, becauſe the Poor 
e.. the Gfeateſt and (perhaps the) Veſt, 
wrt of the world may. be GR without 
: and 'now_ we find-it Impoſſible to be 
compliſhed by the greateſt Clerks, he- 
wfe the more they "Search into it, 'the 
ore they are Confonnded : And if Au- 
rity Huſt 'at- laſt determine it, what 
erter than that of the Great Conſt antine, 
kich doth” not give Approbation to Ei- 
r of the Sides, but cenſureth Both, not 
f Error, but of MY ? | 


= Chap. I ti L Dangerous. 


Third evidence” of the folly of 
ſach an Enquiry is this, that it 
oDaoig orons. He that looketh upon the 
ce of the Snn with a fixe eye, loſeth more 
Kan his ery ik: -for he hvxreth his Eye; 
4 Story bk of on, that” quite loſt 
ir bght. «, He” that pryeth into the 
#1 pprefſed with the glory, is a 
Mmown Refirrhi he that boldly afſert- 
h any thing concerhing it, runneth him- 
Ifupon Pant r.\6 muc Greater,by how 
duch Higher the Matter of the queſtion is, 
> by how! mich Greater the Difficulty 
of keeping: right, .withour making a 


; 


EP- 
ora good Eajjciks 1 in his abovementi- 
ed Letter, gave good warning of this 
yable da nger,We ought to reftrajn ojer ſelves H 
pm talking, left when We cannot . ſufficiently 
plain the jon, or or Hearers cannot 
fciently un rſrand our Meanin ing : ether 


/ the people be _ upon. a "Reed bad of 
ery or C ont emwion 
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"The: [Das er 1s double. Fird; Left the 
Heighth of the Queſtion runs us ints Blaſ- 
phemy ; and then, leſt the Difficulty of it 
ran. us into Error.: we fay nothing of che 
Danger of laſing Cliarity by. contention, 
That being rog. ſenſibly Proyed by. Expe- 
rience/ 

» 1. .There is danger of Blaſpheny : \ for 
tho* the Queſtion appear Silly upon the 
two accounts now mentioned, .yet is the 
Deciſion, Formigable, becauſe of the con- 
cern which our. Lord's. zxfon. hath in. ir. 

Soon after the Council of. Aice-bad deter- 
mined it, the. * Biſhops began to diſagree amons 
themſelves while they too curioufly examined the 
word 5ua'ms: for one ſide thought that thoſe 
who uſed that. word ſpake Blaſphemy, as think- 
ing the Son to have no ſubſtance of his own 
and the other HE c accuſed thoſe, wbo thought 0- 
therwiſe, and_ bated them as, Heathens, be- 
cauſe they brou ugh 5 inthe war (hip of : Many Gods. 

On cither ſide, .the fall is dreadful,” and if 
we bz ſo. fool hardy : as to adventure our 
ſelves upon ſo Dangerous a Precipice, what 
Commiſſion have we to expoſe our Lord's 

Honour, or. our Brother” s Soul to the ha- 
zard'?" If the bold enquirer Eſcape the dan- 
ger of Error ar Laſt, he.is already fallen 
Into.a great. ona, by. ſo: mean an opinion 
of our Lord's Perſon,. as to think it Com- 
prehenſible. 

"We ſometimes ſee Children in meer 
Sport and.Brayery walk onthe top of high 
and narrow Walls, and this we:allow as 
pardauable ta their 5 green underſtandingsz 
Da full grown man;:we-ſhould cen- 
ſure the Folly - equal to: the Danger z and 
both the one 2s , the other ſo muck great« 
ety, by how much. the , Wall, were both 

gher and Narrower : What then muſt 
of thoſe, that adventure upon 
we og .danger,, © fError from the Ab- 
els of the — and On 
From the Heighth cf- it? 
chargeth the oher with no Sree than lat. 
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ſelf in ſucha Controverſie, had need of a 
ſteady head, and firm footing. Bur, 


2. This is a ſecond danger,that we haye - 


m0 firm ground to go upon. How Unſound all 
Topicks are, we need no other evidence 
but this, that all are challeng*d by either 
party with equal aſſurance. Scriptures the 
Arians capt with the Orthodox: Antiqui- 
ty, they ever claimed with the ſame confi- 
dence. Councils, determined ſometimes on 
one fide, and ſometimes on the other, as the 
Emperors chanced to influence them. The 
only advantage of the Catholicks, is long 
Poſleſſion, and that, after Sentence. This 
may- ſuffice to ſilence th: adverſe fide, bur 
hardly to fatisfie either the one or the 0- 
ther, if thoſe Hiſtorians may be truſted, 
whoſe profeſſed partiality to the prevail- 
ing-ſide, hath preſerved-their works from 
Time and the Emperors's Edict. They 
have indeed fo handled matters, as to hide 
much, and varniſhail ; yet even ſo, we may 
pick ont enough to juſtifie an appeal, by 
obſerving how that Poileſſion was firſt oh- 
tained,” then continued, and at Jaſt ſet- 
tled.. 

1. The Controverhe was firft decided by 
the great Council of Nice, whoſe Decree 
therein hath ever been eſteemed equal to 
Scripture, even by thoſe who in other 
things rTenege its Authority. Yet in this, 
rather than any other fnbje&t may we wave 
it, upon a ſufficient reaſon offered us by 
another Conmcil, which confirmed both 
that Council of Nice and Arius's Confelli- 
on. For that of Antioch in their Letters to 
every City juſtifie themſelves in theſe 

words, * We do nor follow Arius, but receive 
whey he cometh to us ;, for how can it be 

d that we who are Biſhops, follow Arins who 
+ but's gs ? If this have any ſence, 
it 'muſt be of as pool! force at Nice as-at 
Fitidch ; and thereby.,, we may judge of the 
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phemy ; and' he that will adventure him- Sentence, which firſt determined the con: 


gry at the affront, ſeadeth his m.:ndatory 
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troverlie, not by the Merit of the cauſe, 
but Intereſt of the parties. [2 

2. The Progreſs of the Controverſie w; 
of the ſame piece. For. when Arias, a 
his: Co::demnation, exhibiced ſuch a com 
feſſion of his Faith, as farisfied both the 
Emperor and the Council, then utting a 
Fieruſalim ;, and came with Letters frotr 
both, ta his Bithop to beretiored ; his Bi 
ſhop refuſed it, ſaying, that it was = 
lawful to reſtore one that was excommunica 


ted by the whole Church ;, the Emperor an 


Letter, threatning to deprive him if he 
diſobeyed : And now the Controverſie was 
tranſplanted, from Biſhop aginſt Presby 
ter, to Eccleſiaftick Authority agair ſt Seca 
lar. For though a pretence was found, 
cavil at the want of an important word ir 
Arins's confeſſion, yet that this was nd 
better than a mere pretence, appears, be 
cauſe many who. had fnb{cribed the Dex 
cree of the Cnuncil of Nice, feconded the 
Emperor againſt Athanaſizzs, who a Coun- 
cil at Tyre condemned, and the Empero 
Baniſhed to Treves., where he remained d 
ring the Emperor's Life. Ly 
After whoſe death the Emperor Conſtar- 
tine ſent him back to his Bilhoprick,alledg: 
ing that his Father iatended ir, had not 
death prevented him. After the death © 
this Emperor, ConStantins again baniſhed 
him, and he fled to the Biſhop of Rome, who 
recommended him to Conſtavs Emperor of 
th: Weſt, who ſo eſpouſed him and his; 
canſe, and wrote ſo effeQally in his beta} 
ta his Brother ConFantins, as to requite 
him upon p<in of a War to reſtore him. 
Conftantins tor peace's ſake complied, 
and after the death of both of his Brethren, 
Patrons of Athanaſixs, upon ſentence of 2 
Conncit at Anrjocb, deprived him ; hefleetif 
again to Rowe, whoſe Biſhop again em- 
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braceth. 


'braceth him, not only} as a-Champion.of 
Eccleſiaſtical Power againſt Secular, but as 
*an opportune occaſion of advancing the Rs- 
m1 Sec above all other Chriſtian Churches. 
For by his Pontifical Letters he command- 
ed the Biſhops of the Eaſt,at a day by him- 
If named, to ſend their Deputies to give 
. him account of their proceedings againſt 
Athanaſias and his party, threatning to de- 
prive them, if they acted any more in ſuch 
manner. The Eaſtern Biſhops ſcoffed at 
Tuch his Letters, and in a Council at Sards 
excommunicated him for communicating 
With thoſe whom themſelves had excom- 
municated, and the Weſtern Biſhops in 
Tequital excommunicated the Eaſtern ; ſo 
from a controverſie between Eccleſiaſti- 
cal and Secular Authority, roſe an immor- 
tal Schiſm between the Weſtern and Eaſtern 
Churches ; the latter whereof, though they 
agreed in oppoſition to the Uſurpations of 
the See of Rome, yet grievouſly contended 
among themſelves in That queſtion, which 
was the Mother of all Contentions. 

” After one hundred and fifty years ſtrug- 
ling, the Emperor had this account given 
him, (4) That the Weſtern Churches were 
kept quiet, but the Eaſtern were full of tu- 
mult. If we examine the Reaſon of the For- 
mer part of the aſſertion, and the Truth of 
the Latter; we find,that the Weſtern Biſhops 
were eaſier to be led by the great Biſhop of 
Rome, not only by reaſon of the Greatneſs 
of his.City, but by reaſon of the Smalneſs 
pf their own Underſtandings ; which were 
ſuch, that at the Council of Arnimum, the 
greateſt of all for number, they were cir- 
cumyented by the Subtiler . Greeks, and 
that ſo grolly (faith the (b) Hiſtorian) that 
when it was propoſed, whether they would 
worſhip, Chriſt or une they, cried, they 


o 


believed not in hamoouſmm, but Chriſt. AS 


a; : ,; Iv » # *} ? 
for the Later part of the aſſertion, the. 
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ſame Hiſtorian, c4. 2, ſays, that the Arians 
had all the Eaſtern Churches except that of 
 Hieruſalem. RON bs 

3. The long and miſchievous controver- 
ſie was at laft Setled ..by Theodoſems:; who 
having recerved his Inſtructions andiBap- 
tiſm from a Conſ/abſtantiali/}, required all 
his Subjects to conform i to. That Religion, 
which Peter the Prince of the ApoFtles fron 
the beginning had delivered to the Romans, 
and which at that time Damaſus Biſhop of 
Rome and Peter Biſbop: of Alexandria: held ; 
and That Church only ſhould be 'efteemed Ca- 
thalick, which worſhipped the Divine Trinity 
with equal Honour; and thoſe who held the 0- 
ther, ſhould be. called Hercticks, made” Infa- 
mous and puniſhed. 

This we may therefore call Scrling the 
controverlie,. becauſe thenceforth all ſuc- 
ceeding Emperours and Biſhops 'wrote af- 
ter this Copy; and both the parties have 
ever worn thoſe Titles, which the Empe« 
rour by his Imperial Power (as the-unque- 
ſtionable Fountain of Honour) was pleaſ- 
ed to beſtow upon them. 

Behold now the ground, on which one 
of our Fundamental Articles of Faith is 
Built! Behold the juſtice of that plea, which 
from ſuch a- poſſeſſion would preſcribe to 
our Belief! We have traced it from its 
ſpring,. with no worſe intent than to ap- 
peal from the great Theodoſius, who put it 
Above diſpute, to the greater Conftantine, 
who put it Below diſpute; and ta filence 
the clamour of fereſie againſt One party, 
by filencing the : whole Controverſie in 
—.;.. IIS 
And certainly, whoever ſhall carefully 
obſerve, how the now ſtablithed Dodctrin 
was from firlt to.laſt advanced: by. groſg, 
partiality of the moſt guilty kind,, and+ath 
laſt impoſed by a Novice Empgrour, upon; 
Implicit Faith in two, Biſhops, or] whoſe: 


| (a) Secomen, Ih 7, ca. 4+ (b) Run, ths 1, 21, 
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Sees theOne brought it into theWorld,and 
the Other maintained it, and a new coined 
Tradition lately abtruded by .the guiltier 
of thoſe Sces, but Unpleaded,. becauſe Un- 
heard of, in thoſe former Long and Mi- 
ſerable times, which it Might and! Ought 
to have delivered - from the coriliions 
they ſuffered : Whoever I fay: ſhalbcares 
fully/ obſerve this, and withal, what Foul 
tricks the Thurch of Rome uſed in the: Welt, 
and with what 11] ſucceſs in the Eaſt, whoſe 
Churches did at laſt more univerſally/em- 
brace Arizs's Opinion: than at firſt they 
condemned it ; may. be: tempted to num- 
ber the Athanafian among the Roman Do- 
Qrins, and cannot but think it fairly dealt 
with, if (its boaſted poſſeſſion pardoned) 
it be left upon the ſame leyel with the z4- 
r7ian, equally unworthy, not. only of , our 
Faith, but of our Study. pet el 

If further we:.conſider(what the Hiſtori- 
an expreſly declareth ). that-at the. riſe of 
this controverlite, ;moſt of the Biſhops un 
derſtood not its meaning; we cannot-think 
it neceſſary to Salvation, that every pri- 
vate Chriſtian ſhould belz2ve- That as an 
Article of Faith, which the beſt Ages of the 
Church thought not worth knowing. . 
... And if Biſhop Alexander himfelf,the firſt 
Author of ' the Nicety, and: Head of. the 
party, thought fit to tolerate the oppolite 
Arians (as the fame Hiſtorians aver,) we 
can ill pretend to Charity, if. we: altow 
them no Title to God's Pardon, 'or his 
Churches Communion. * © ;;: By 
- And more or leſs than:this-we pretend 
not: we retort not Theod»ſnu?s. ſentence of 
Herelie, Infamy, or Puniſhment ; - we -ac- 
cuſe none but. the Uncharitable of either 
ſide; nor mention Blaſphemy, but only to 
peeſwade Silence, as-the ſecureſt! way to 
efcapeitz or Hereſie, but only.as a warn- 
ing'to Herd with the Primitive Chriſtians 
and Martyrs, who departed this World be- 
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fore this unhappy queſtion. came into it; 
and are ſaved without Diſpute. 

| The Athanaſians abhor Polytheiſm no 
leſs than do the Ariazs : If their Poſitions 
ſeem to infer ir, they deny. the Conſe- 
quence; if this contradict the rules of Rea- 
ſoning, they avow it, for they allow Rea 
Jon no hearing in Myſteries of Faith. If this 
make them Hereticks, it is not in Religion, | 
but in Logigk. 

On the other ſide, the Arians profeſs to 
believe of Chriſt whatever himſelf or his 
Apoſtles have ſpoken ; and where one ex» 
preſſion in Scripture ſeemeth to contra- 
dict another, they take ſuch a courſe tore» 
concile them, as the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
all the World direQ. It is very frequent 


:for Rhetorick to Excced, but never to Di» 


miniſh the Grammatical charatter of.-a 
perſon, whoſe honour the writer profeſleth- 
toadvance; and upon this account they 
think it more reaſonable, that: thoſe ex> 
preſlions which exalt our Saviours Perſon 
to ar Equality with the Father, ſhould: 
ſtoop to thoſe which ſpeak him Inferiour z 
than, that thoſe which ſpeak him Inferior, 
ſhould be Strained up to thoſe which ſpeak 
him Equal : And however,this is the Safer 
way, lince it will lead us to ſuch a-beliefas 
wul Suffice for That end, ' for whoſe ſake 
alone Belief it ſelf is required. 

He that ſo believeth in Chriſt; as the. 
Traveller doth in the Light,that with cons 
fidence in his Promiſes ordereth every . 
{ſtep by the direction of his Precepts,know-- 
ing that no Ordinary, much more no Wile. 
and Good man, will condemn thoſe Means : 
as inſufficient, which effe& the End for: 
whoſe ſake they are Preſcribed 3 will not 
doubt, but his diligence in his gracious 
Lord's Service will obtain his Pardon for - 
any ſincere error, though it fall ſhort - of ' 
full payment of Due honour to his Per--. 
ſon; yea, he. will believe, that to think . 
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otherwiſe, were aff error more Unpardon- 
able, becanſe- more Diſhononrable, to 
-:Fhar Juſtice and Goodneſs, which make 
| is chief character: 
.. . Yea, if from his Clemency in Pardon- 
ing, we-turn to. his Juſtice in Puniſhing ; 
Aker party may in that Court plead for 
. Juſtification. - | 
This is the ſum of the Promiſes given 
by our Lord to ſuch as believe in him. He 
-that ſo believeth in Him as the Traveller 
_ doth in the Light, ſhall in the end as cer- 
tainly attain Eternal Life, as the Travel- 
ler doth his Journeys end ; though con- 
| cetning our Lord's Perſon he may be as 
much miſtaken, as the Ignorant, but Indu- 
| Krious Traveller, who knoweth nothing 
| of the Greatneſs of the Sun's Body, or the 
Nature of its Light, For as the End wh-n 
. Accompliſhed, juſtifieth the Means to be 
- Sufficient 3 ſoa Divine Life juſtifieth the 
Faith that Worketh it, and the Perſon 
that Hath it. 
But Faith cannot produce This Effe@, 
further than it proceedeth from the Per- 
fon to his Words; which therefore only 
are believed to be True, becauſe the Speak- 
er is believed tc be Faithful. 

We mult therefore proceed to enquire, 
What are thoſe Sayings of our Lord , 
which upon the credit of his Perſon, 
Savin _ is to believe in order to E- 
ternal ite ? 
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Chap. X.. Of the WORD or Matter which 
is the Objet of Faith. 


"I Hus far we have conſidered the PER- 
'@ON in whom we are to believe : 
Come we now to the other obje& of Faith, 
the WORD or Matter, which'we muſt take 
upon credit of that Perſon. This maketh 
more trouble in the World than its diffi- 
culty requireth. The diſagreements of the 
Reformed among themſelves is a ſcandal 
to the Romaniits, who. thence infer, That 
there is no reſt but in the Boſom of their. 
Church, which will embrace none who do 
not ſubmit their underſtandings to her Di- 
Qates. The Rciormed, belide Recrimina- 
tion, ( which 1s perhaps a Sufficient, but 
not Honourable plea,) anſwer, that their 
diſagreements concern notFundamental,but 
only HT-differen truths. Hereupon the 
Romaniſts cal] for a Catalogue of Funda- 
mentals: ' and did they do it ſincerely, 
Charity would require a compliance 
with the demand 3 bnt as long as they 
profeſs themſelves obliged to believe all 
the determinations of their :Council of 
Trent, it is plain, that fuch a Liſt would do 
them no other ſervice, but to be caſt as a 
bone of contention among thoſe, who ac- 
cording to the Largeneſs or Streightneſs 
of their minds, judge more or Fewer Ar- 
ticles neceſſary. | | + Ep 
Oar excellent Dr. Hammond, to ſilence 
the clamorous 'with a juſt chara&er-of 
a Fundamental, hath written” an expreſs 
Treatiſe , diſcovering that the word 
importeth Relation to a- Building, which 
muſt be thereupon ſuperſtructed ; and 
fince holineſs' of life is the' Building, 
every Article of Faith muſt be wt 
far Fundamental, as it (upporteth That 


Building, This is a Gteat Truth z but how 


Inſufficient for our SatisfaRion, needeth 
no 


no other -evidence than the ' admirable 
Do&or:s own Enumeration, which ever\ 
one will not receive for adequate: It js 
like an Advertiſement in a Gazette, which 
however Exa@, cannot- ſecure me from 
Miſtake, if 1 meet the Man deſcribed. © 
;/We ſhall therefore ſhew, not only the 
Marks, but the Perſon ; ' not only ſuch 
Qualifications as are neceſſary to make a 
Truth worthy-to be matter of Faith ; but 
thoſe individual Traths, which our Lord 
hath - expreſly /advanced above all their 
Fellows to that Dignity. 
1- The Qualifications for Matter of 
Faith muſt be principally theſe, 
rt. Ir muſt be Eaſte ro be underſtood by the 
meancſt C apacity. To the Poor the Goſpel was 
preached, and by ſach it-muſt be under- 
frond, that it may be Believed. Beſide 
plain Juſtice, which will not Reap where 
it hath not Sown ; beſide what we have 
heard of the Apoſtle's Boaſt, that the light 
of the Goſpel cannot be hid, but to thoſe whoſe 
cyesare not only Dimm'd,but quite Blinded, 
and of his Jealouſie, leſt the Corinthians 
minds ſhould be corrupted from the Simplicity 
which i in Chriſt : Beſide theſe' and other 
Evidences, it is worth Obſervation, that 
the ſame Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, wherein he diſputeth againſt the 
Jews, in behalf of the Righteouſneſs which 15 
by Faith, as oppoſed to that which is by te 
Law, is careful to prevent any. Conceit, 
that the Matter of Faith was more Ob- 
ſcure than that of the Law; and there- 
fore ch. 10. v. 6. &c, he reciteth the Boaſt 
of Moſes, Deut. 3o. 12. applying them 
to Faith in Chrjſt : No Height , nor 
Depth, nor Diſtahc of any kind, putteth 
it out of reach; it\is not only. in our Eye, 
but in our Month ;- and to put the Truth 
beyond ſafpicion, inthe grb Verſe hegiveth 
us a plain account both of Perſon and 
Matter :* /f thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth 
the Lord Feſws, and ſhalt believe ia thine 
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beart rhar God hath raiſed him From the dew 
thoy ſhalt” be ſaved; and chis (faith, be) A 


the word of Faith which we . preach, _ By 
which and the following words it. is plain 


that Apoſtle was ſo far from thigkini 
itan iHonour, that he judged it a great D& 
feQt, if there were any Difficulty in Matte: 
of Faith. On ih | 4:3 

It is true, he ſpeaketh with much 
amazednefs in. his Epiſtle to the Epheſrapzs 
of a great Myſtery, which, (yet) £ ough 
ieftemed hard to. him to. be Client | 
cafle enough, to. be\ underſtopg;3; for T 
ſignified only this, That the Gentiles were 
Fellow heirs of the Promiſes , with ,the 
Jews: And when he inſtrufteth Timorh 
how to behave himſelf in the Houſe 0' 
God, he telleth him, of the great Mdyiter 
of 'Godlineſs, which concerneth. only, the 
Perſon to be believed in, but not the Mats 
ter to be believed.- And in no. other-wor 
of Scriptme do we meet the leaſt Intima 
tion of any Boaſt or Confeſſion, that Faith 
hath any hard Task for the the Underſtan 
ing to perform. $M 

2. [t muſt. be az expreſs Wordof God; fo 
faith the Apoſtle in the, 19th Yerſe, Faith 
cometh by hearing, and.hearing by, the word of 
God. And fo faith the very Nature. of 
Faith : It is Juſtice to God's Veracity,and 
therefore can, have nothing to do, where 
there is no Word to believe, _. 

it muſt ,nor bedenied, but plain Reaſon 
is another Word ,of,God z and-therefore 
what that inferreth by inconteſtaþle Can: 
ſequence from a written word,mulſt be re: 
ceived with a Belief equal to the Evidence 
of that Conſequence : Bat if the Relation 
between the written Word and rationa 
Conſequence be ſo remote , that none 
but a-$kilfol Herald can. derive'.irs Pe 
digree; then isa good Chriſttan no more 
obliged to believe fuch an Inference, than 
Is oy good Subjet to be a gaod He 
rald. | 
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{ That our Lord .trebled his Command 
rich utmoſt aſſurance, ' becauſe we find it 
n the written Word, and. thence infer, 
at he: gave "him Authority and Power 
© preach th2'Golpel, inſtead. of his for- 
per eipployment in Fiſhing, becauſe plain 
eafon inferreth, that hecould' not other- 
viſe perform the Office of a_ good Shep- 
ierd ; but that he fpenedy commiſiianed, 
wot * only St; Percy in -Perſon, but all, his 
Fncc effors un the See of Kome, to rule all 
erf6ns and Natjons, that in all Ages ſhall 
de of Chrift's Flock,” with as abſolute 
Power as a Shephepd doth his Sheep, and 
Ht" all' the Flock muſt obey him with 
the'ſame'tafneneſs as the Sheep do, their 
Bhepherd © This can therefore be no 
matter, either of Faith or Reaſon, becauſe 
the Conſequence is beyond the ken of any 
SOS), > DN ORR 
#3: Matter of Faith, properly fo called, 
thuſt not only be 'expreſly revealed, but 
Expreſly honoxred with the Promiſe of cternal 
ife to the Believer : For though all God's 
Words be Equally ( becauſe Infinitely ) 
True; yetarenot all equally Goſpel, That 
Sr. Paul left his Cloak behind bimi,and virote 
to a Biſhop to- bring it after him, we be- 
lieve with as thuch Confidence, but not 
with as much Deference, as that Chris? 
ied and roſe again. Our Saviour preached 
many Moral Truths, which (yet) were 
por prober'y Matters of Chriſtian Faith, 
becanſe rhe World 'was acquainted with 
them before Chriſt appeared in it. We 
wuſt therefore carefully diſtinguiſh be- 
tween what is written, and what 1SGoſpel- 
and that to the Goſpel only, and not, to 
any other Truth, was given the Fromiſe, 
\Mark 16. 15. Go ye into all the world, and 
each the Goſpel to every Creature, He that 
clieveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved';, but 
be that believeth not, ſhall be damned. It is to 
he Goſpel, and to the Goſpel alone, that 
Chis Saving and Damning Power is given 
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by.: aux. (Saviour ;- and therefore whoever: 
aſcribeth:; it.to any..other. Dofrin; how-- 
ever true, yea, however revealed, maketh 
himſelf Equal to Chriſt in Authority, and 
Superior in, Faithfulneſs- Equal in Power, 
by Granting oz Denyang Salvation ; - and 
Superior in. Faithfulnels,;-by diſcovering 
ſome way to Salvation, and fome: Danger 
of Damnation, which our Lord left nndiſ- 
covered ; and conſequently, leaving every 
ſincere Believer in danger to periſh with- 
out Fault. For then, whoeyer doubteth or 


' Disbelicveth the Additiovals, thongh he 


belieye all that our Lord: hath required, 
(which are;no_ fmall nor,mean part of 
Chriſtiins,) mult periſh, notfor {traying 
from the Faith, but for want of a Faith- 
ful Shepherd. 

And here .] cannot but, repeat my for- 
mer complaint,, That in the midſt of ſuch 
hot Diſputes concerning the very Princi- 
ples of our Religion, the, moſt obvious 
and moſt important Remarks are neg- 
lected.. In the Diſputes concerning Juſti- 
fication by Faith, we found ' St. Paul might 
be reconciled with St. James in that que- 
ſtion ; in the ſame manner as with Him- 
ſelf, in the Promiſe he had made of every 
Man's eſcape, with the Warning he after- 
ward gave of their Danger, if the Mari- 
ners went off; the one and the other 
equally accounted. for, by a, plain Rule, 
that All Promiſes imply whatever 1s neceſſa- 
rily ſuppoſed. _ And in the Matter now : bes 
fore us, we have another, agd (if poſlible) 
a greater Blunder of the ſame kind. -. No- 
thing can ;be,more Obvious, Important, or 
Negletted, than this (not Remark: for our 
Reaſon, but) plain, Matter of -Fatt.; that 
there are, Some Truths offered . to.our Belief 
by our Lordand his Apoſtles; With a Pro- 
miſe annexed, and others without any ſuch 
Promiſe; and from this undeniable and 
unavoidable Truth, theſe Corollaries will 
force themſelyes upon us. = 
| i. There 


t« There can be no need of an Interpreter 
Scripture, or Determiner of Doubts concerning 
matters of Faith, For if. thoſe words of 
Scripture, which inform us'of what is Ne- 
eefſary to-he believed, be fo plain and ſo:often 
repeated;;that no Man can miſs their true 
meaning;::then every Man's own Faculties 
_ are ſofar Infallible, -as to-put him out of 
danger ;- and if any other, Word'of Scrip- 
ture be donbtful, there is no harm if it re- 
main fo {till ; but if any, out of meer love 
to truth, ſincerely labour to find it out in 
all its corners ; his Endeayours will be ac- 
cepted, and his Miſtakes (if he fall into 
any) will be pardoned. 

2.T he Scriptures cannot be denied to be Suffi- 
cient, though. they may have ſuffered the 
common Fate.of all long-lived Books, by 
Careleſneſs of- Copiers; Fraud of- Here- 
ticks, or Duſt of Time. 

Many of the Apoſtles Writings (doubt- 
leſs) are loſt ; byt, that hindereth not the 
Sufficiency, of thoſe which we enjoy: yea, 
if all the reſt of the Scripture were loſt, 
but only thoſe Texts which proclaim 
thoſe. T ruths;to. the Belief whereof eternal 
Life is promiſed; thoſe few Texts would 
be ſafhcient., Nor doth this flacken our 
Obligation to Thankfulneſs for the reſt; 
for as it 15 in Temporals, ſo it is in Spiri- 
tuals.z God's Bounty is not meaſured by 
our bare;Neceſlities. ;'-he is Rich taivards us, 
ſupplying us not only; withNeceflaries, but 
Conveniences ;' not only Bread of Life to 
keep us from Periſhing, but. many other 
Truths to feaſt our Curioſities, wherein 
(yet) as in corporal repaſts, he requireth 
Sobriety. | 

3. We need not, ought not to be uncharitable 
to any who . aiffer from us in other Doftrins, 
ro the Belref whereof the Promiſe is nat appro- 
priate, eſpecially if they agree with us in 
thoſe, to which it is ſo. We are ſure that 
they are Heirs with us of the fame Promiſe ; 
and if we . hate them who. loye God, and 


C43) | 


a Phenomenon, but by that common fay+ 


are by him beloved, ſuch Uncharitables 
neſs is both a greater Errorard a greater] 
Crime, than their Miſtakes” in doubtful 
things can be. es ny 06 
': 4- And which is now in our Eye, There 
can be no need of a Catalogue 'of Fundamen= 
eals, becauſe the Scripture hath particular 
ly enumerated what Truths are neceſla 
rily to be believed. | "2 
Did not our Eyes compel us to it, ws 
ſhould hardly think it poſſible, that any 
who had the leaſt acquaintance with'the 
N.T. could eſcape the diſcovery of ſo plain 
a Truth, When we therein find a Doctrin 
treated like Mordecai, with a Proclamation 
before it, Bow the knee, Thus it ſhall be'done te 
the truth which the Lord delighteth to honour 5 
and others left in the Street, among the 
vulgar Truths of Natural Religion; what 
reaſon can doubt, which of ''theſe. are 
Saving Truths, and whick lndjfferent? ''? 
-Should Ahaſuerus's Officers have'ſet up 
or ſuffered Any others, much more ſhould 
they have ſuffered Many others, to have 
rode in the ſame level cheek by jole wittt 
Him, had not this deprived both -A4vr 
decai of his Honour, and the King of his 
Obedience ? - and would not the Caval- 
cade have been ſo much the more Crimis 
nal, by how much it had been greater 
How comes it then to' paſs, that thoſg 
Truths which our Lord hath'exalted' above 
all others with the like ſingular Honour, 
ſhould be levelled with others which are 
ſo far from any ſach Marks of his Favour, 
that he hath left them unregarded, and 
diſputable, whether they be Truths: © 
Errors? = 
I know no way to unriddle ſo ſtrange 


ing, Inter arma ſilent leges. There hath beet 
ſo much diſputing about Queſtions;"rhat 
we have not heeded things Unqueſtton- 
able ; though that would'as certainly bring 
Peace to our Minds, as the Law would l 
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be State, if they might be paid their:due. 
. Thoſe who are forbidden the uſe of 
their Bibles are excuſable; but thoſe who 
dare read them, muſt needs think them- 
ſelves obliged to Search the Scriptures, for 
in them they think they have eternal Life, and 
ghey. are they which teftifie of the Doitrines 
which are promiſed it. | 
The Task is every way very Eaſlie; it 
vill require very little Pains, and no Art. 


ſtood the King's mind- concerning Mor- 
decai.;. and ſo may any Man that will 
need what are thoſe Truths which are ho- 
zoured with a Proclamation of | eternal 
Life; and beſides, we are more concerned 
> heed ſuch a Proclamation. 

 Wehavealrcady obſerved, that the Apo- 
tle plainly told the Romans, If thou ſhalt 


believe with: thy heart that God hath raiſed 
bi from the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Do 
iwe in the whole New Teſtament find any 


uneet . the ſame more pompouſly pro- 
Iclaimed,xCor. 15. 1 declare unto you the Goſpel 
EW/1C 7 para unto you, which alſo you have 
Weeeived,. and wherein you ſtand, by which alſo 
you are ſaved, if you keep in memory what [ 
preached unto you, if you have not believed in 
wain. Then cometh the ſame Truth, with 
omewhat of the fame Pomp, That Chri#t 
ied for our ſms according to the Seriptures,and 
that he roſe again according to the Scriptures. 

| . It will be objected, Thar this cannot be 
"the Faith which our Lord fo importunely 
(called for, becauſe this was not performed 
Till after the time of his Preaching was 
paſt: Letus obſerve Mark 16.14. He ap- 
peared to. the eleven as they ſate at meat, and 
Wupbrajded them with their unbelief and hard- 
neſs-of. Heart, becauſe they believed not them 
vich bad ſeen him after he was riſcn : And 
ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the world and 
each the Goſpel to every Creature, He that 
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he meanelt Beggar in the Street under- 


onfeſs with thy month the Lord Feſus, and 


other Doin ſo honoured? We again 


believers and is baptized fhall be ſaved, but be 


that believeth not ſhall be damned. The Com- 
mand coming -1n the ſame breath with the 
Reproof, plainly intimateth, that the Goſpel 
which. they muſt preach, was the fame 
which themſelves had been ſo backward 
in believing. However Zeke 24.46. both bis 
Reſurrection and his Promiſe are made 
matter of Faith ;- For he ſaid unto them, Thay 
it is written, and thus # behoveth C hriſt to 
ſuffer and to riſe again from the dead the third 
day, and that Repentance and Remiſſion of ſins 
ſhould be preached in his name among all Na- 
tions, and ye arc witneſſes of theſe things. 

That the Apoltles rook the laſt of theſe 
words for the ſum of their Commiſſion, 
appeareth by what they faid and did after | 
the death of Judas, Atts r. 21. Wherefore of 
theſe men which have companied with us all 
the time that the Lord Jeſus went in and out 
aniong ns, ——muſt one be ordained to be a wit- 
neſs with us of bis Reſurre&on. And accord- 
ingly throughout the reſt of that Book, do. 
we always find them inſiſt upon this, as 
the main of their bufineſs. 

In the former half of theſe words doth 
our. Lord argue it neceſ[ary,that his Death 
and Reſurre&ion ſhould be foretold' and 
performed, that Repentance and Remiſſi- 
on of Sins might be preached in his name, 
4. e. as by him promiſed, and by his own 
Reſurre&ion fecured ; for the Remiſſion 
which the Prophets had promiſed, reached 
no further than Temporal Puniſhment ; 
but that which -Chrift promifed reached 
after Death to everlaſting Life. | 

This is plain by the Apoſtles Diſcourſe 
abovementioned, which as he clofeth with 
a Triumph over Death, the fting of death #5 
fin, and. the 'ſtrevp th of ſin is the Law, but + 
thanks be to God who giveth us the viftory, 
through our Lord «us Chrift, fo he build- 
eth the aſſurance « f our own victory upon 
that of Chriſt; IF the dead riſe not, then is 
Chriſt not raiſed, and if Chrift be raiſed, your 

| Faith 


\ 
) 


Faith 15 vain, oy _ #n your fint. ff the 
Conſequence be good one way, it is ſo the 
other : 1f the Being in our Sins follow 
from' the denial of Chriſt's Reſurre&ion, 
then muſt Remiſliorr of Sins import Re- 
farrection from Death. Both of them de- 
pend vpon the Relation between 'Sin and 
Death. The #ing of death is fm; and again, 
the wages of ſin 1s Death ;, and therefore a 
full and perfe& Remiſſion of Sin, cannot 
but import a full and perfe&t Deliverance 
from Death. | Be 

So the Sum total of the Goſpel, which 
our Saviour himſelf preached in” his Life- 
time, and commiſſioned his Apoſtles to 
preach after his ReſurreQion, 1s this, That 
thoſe who. believe in him, ſhall upon Re- 
pentance have fuch a full Pardon of Sin, 
as to be delivered from Death ; and that 
Chriſt who hath promiſed this, hath given 
us an Earneſt of it, by riſing himſelf from 
the Dead. | 

There 1s indeed an under-truth or fo, 
which 1s preſſed npon our Belief as Ne- 


Os CHAP. XI. 4: 
Of the manneraf theReſurreftion,w 


Hat a RefurreQion from the Dead 

is the proper Matter of the Chriſti- 

an Faith, we have {I hope) ſufficiently 
proved : but concerning the - Manner 
thereof, it doth not fo plainly appear what 
' we are to believe. The Apoſtle, in that 
ſolemn Diatribe, that he might leave no- 
thing untouch?d, advanceth either a Que- 
{tion or an Obje&ion in the 35th Verſe; 
But ſome man will ſay, how are the dead raiſ- 
ed up, and with what body do they come? 
If an Obje&ion, it may be thus urg'd; 
the Dead are fo buried, that 'it ſeems ut- 
terly impoſſible their Bodies fhould be re- 
ſtored : Princes many times have. their 
Bowels buried at great diſtance from their 


” ©: 
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ceſſary. ' For the Apaſtle telleth the Gala- 
trans, If you be circumciſed Chriſt profiteth ye 
nothing, you are fallen from Grace, you are 
debtors to the whole Law, This 1 call an 
Under-truth, becavſe it implieth a Belicf 
of Benefits promiſed by Chrilt, part, wheres 
of was a New Covenant, better than that c 
Moſes : This we heard promiſed by the 
Prophet, and inſiſted on by the Write 
to the Hebrews, as the Charadter of the 
Goſpel ; but was ſo far from being by. our. 
Lord honoured with a Promiſe of Eternal 
Life, that the Apoſtles themſelves doubted 
of it, till the Holy Ghoſt had decided it 
in. Council. | _ 
Nor is this an Exception to our Rule, 
that it is beyond the Power of all the Men 
in, the World, yea, or of all the Angels in 
Heaven, to make any thing an Article of 
Faith, which the Holy Scriptures have} 
not made ſo, by annexing to them the} 
Promiſe of Eternal Life, which therefore} 
we now find to be it ſelf no leſs the arrerj 
than the Reward of Faith. } 


i 
: 


hether in the ſame Body or another. 


Limbs, ſome whole Nations: burn their | 
dead , many are drown'd in the Seazf 
where they are devoured by Fiſhes, thoſe} 
Fiſhes again by others, which perhaps| 
come to the Market and feed other Men 3# 
and by many other ways are the Particles} 
ſo diſpers'd, that it ſeems utterly impoſh+| 
ble to retrieve them. | 
If this be objected againſt the Truth of} 
Reſurrection, the roughneſs of the Apo-F} 
ftle's Anſwer will be juſt; they are- Fools 
in doubting God's Omnipotency : all theſe} 
or whatever other Changes any man's Bc=þ 
dy may undergo, are nct greater than the 
Chymiſt makes in his Mercury, which 
yet again he eaſily recalls to his form. Hef 
that F 
f 


the ſame powerful Word command ever! 
Particle to its proper Body ; nor ihe leſs 
a Fool who doubts whether God will do 
Ehis if he haye promiſed it ; hecauſe_it is 
ſb for Gol) ro perform Tch 4 Pro 
Wiſe, 'but it is hot þ ible he ſhould break 
Fe. - Bur if the ObLNi6h be, Wire God 
If promis'd this, ſo that we do not doubt 
ther his'Power or his Veracity, but only 
Pur own apprehenſion of the meaning of 
3s Word ; This doth not im peach thy of 
047% perfcttions, but brnly our own un- 
Werſtinding: it cannot be Injuſtice againſt 
God, whom in the midſt bf ſuch doubts 
ye undoubtingly belicve to be. infinitely 
true: but it is juſtice to our own under- 
7 andings, which we do not only believe, 
but know to be fallible. If therefore we 
Hind the fime Words vulgarly uſed in ato- 
xther Senſe,” more agreeable to plain Rea- 
fon and God's Perfettions; 'then may we 
eaſily enquire, firſt, Whether any promiſe of 
"God does neceſſarily import a reſtitution of the 
ſame numerical matter ? if not, then may 
we proceed to enquire, ſecondly, Whe- 
ther it be honourable to God, and more *ſcr- 
wiceable to the Deſigns of the Goſpel, that we 
"believe the contrary ? | | 
 Firſt,Whether the Word of Promiſe neceſſa- 
Firily imports a Reftitution of the ſame numeri- 
Lical matter? Phis is fully and clearly an- 
Fſwered, as ſoon as in common - ſpeaking 
Lwe find the ſame Words uſed ina lef rigid 
{'fenſe + but if we obſerve how the Apoltle 
whimfelf hath anſwered this very Queſtion, 
)the leaſt that we thence learn is this, That 
ſuch a meaning is not matter of Faith, 
Lifince he hath left it doubtful, -and the con- 
Errary more probable : for thus he anſwers, 
Thou Fool, thou ſoweſt not the body that ſhall 
| ibe, but God giveth is a body as it pleaſeth him, 
{and to every ſeed its own body. Does not this 
Pplainly deny a Refurre&tion of the ſame 
tjaumerical Particles ? Thou ſowelt a little 


that made all things of nothing, can by 


ling Gre, which when, it, is.corrupted, 
asf in Root, Stalk, Blade Ears, and 


Grains, thouſands, of times mgre. in mat- 


ter than was Pwen,; God giving the, body, 
and: ye £0, Every, ,SEcd. its. 0R.,, Wh 
conlranence can thence. be, clearer.«than 
this, That every.one ; may. at the. Reſur+ 
re&on receive, hisqwn-:Body, .tho? it be 
niot the ſame that was buried? - 4 

And we may yet farther conſider, that: 
this is the -conſtant way of, Nature in all 
living Bodies, -which we reckon, the ſame 
while they keep the ſame Forms, tlio” they 
change every Particle of - Matter .;,Grant. 
therefore, that. thoſe Words of Job, Theo? 
worms conſume . this fleſh, yet with theſe eyes 
ſhall. I ſee God, expreſs his confidence of a 
ReſurreRion . yet will they lignifie no 
more .than this,- That. tho?. perſpiration 
conſume every atom of my Fleſh, yet ſhall, 
my Eyes. be. as much the ſame, and ſee as 
well,as if there were no chanzein themzand 
if there. be no_ more required from other 
Topicks than from the Letter of the Pro-. 
miſe, we are at liberty to believe what 
ſhal] ſeem moſt probable. The uſual Ar- + 
guments are two; firſt, from God's Ju- 
ſtice, and ſecondly, fram, the Servicea- 


* blenefs of the Belief. 


. Firſt, ir is argued, That 4t is juſt thats 
the ſame Body which was ſharer in the Sin or the 
Service, ſhould alſo he.ſharer in the Puniſhment 
or Reward. But if we will ſpeak properly, 
the.Body hath no ſhare either. in the. one, 
or the'other; for Matter. neither aQeth. - 
nor perceiveth, but the Soul by the-matter.. 
2 Cor. 5. the Apoſtle likens our Body to 
an Houſe, and to Cloaths; the Man 
dwells in the, one, and moves in the other, 
yet neither the one nor the. other ſhares 
Life with him; and therefore to argue, 
that it muſt be the ſame Body that ſhall 
receive . Punifhment at the ReſurreCtion, 
is the ſame as to fay, the Malefator 
muſt be Executed in the ſame- Cloaths 

- wherein 


wherein - he : committed the Crime. : 
©. $9 many. years paſt -between' the" Inju? 
ries which Foſeph' received from his'Bre- 
thren, and the- Honors which he received 
from Pharaoh, and thereby his whole body 
was ſo changed, that his Brethren” knew 
him "not; and there were-. yet "greater 
Changes ' both in His and Their' BoGies; 
before their Father*s Death ; yet were not 
their Conſciences changed, but 1n their 
Old Age-they feared his Revenge for the 
Cruelties of their Youth :. and if humane 
Juſtice puniſh'aw old Crime, tho? between 
the Act and the 'Difcovery every Particle 
of the Body be chang'd, becauſe the ſame 
Soul makes: him the ſame Perſon 5 how 
can we doubt but Divine Juſtice may at 
the ReſurreQion do the fame ? 

: Secondly, Whether it be more honourable 
to God to believe the: one or 'the other, is the 
ſame as to ask, Whether it be more hono-: 
rable to ſalve all his Perfecions, .or torab 
one that we-may cloath the other? Iſ we 
ſo believe, as ro magnthfie God's Veracity 
in perfornance of his Promiſe, and his Ju- 
ſtice in diſtributing Rewards and Puniſh-" 
ments; will-it:not more juſtifie his Wiſ- 
dom, to believe thatthe will a&t ſuitably-ro 
that: order of Things which himſelf hath 
eſtabliſhed, than that he will unaccounts-. 
ably exerciſe his Omnipotency ? It is not 
C weconfeſs ) it is'not for: filly Men to' 
preſcribe Rules for God's 'Wiſtlom in1ts 
particular: as: butiwe miſt /have a ulear 
and ;diſtin&Q' Definition of the Nature:of 
Wiſdom in general, otherwiſe we pay him 
but 'an empty Word when we aſcribe that 
Perfe&ion to him, :and :we might as mach 
honor him by ſaying he 1s: UnwiR; /Now, 
that. : Definition whereby we: underſtiind: 
Wiſdom, importeth aichoice firſt ofa:good 
End,.and thenof ſuitfable'Means ::if there> 
fore | the mcans be unſuirable,;--either in 
Kind or Proportion, i that-will-inake a de- 
fet- in Wiſdom, |: Should -we [ſee aiMan 


humane "Wiſdom, wanting: the Goſpel. 
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yoke 4 whole 'Plorigh-of Oxen!i'to draw. 
a-\ weight whith ia: Child could carry int 
one of his hands, we ſhould certainly think 
him better furniſhed with Cattel than Un? 
derſtanding : and'to believe that God will 
by his Omnipotency work as many Mira-/ 
cles as he ſhall raiſe Bodies, when all his 
Promiſes may -beas well verified, and alt.| 
his good Ends as well: promoted in a-way: } 
leſs miraculous, muſt be no leſs a-Dimi- 
nation of his Wiſdom -than Exaltation of 
his Power; ſince all thatexerciſe of Pow- 
er which tends to: no' good-' purpoſe; "is: 
vain-and-impertinent... +. OG 
Let us then conſider to\what purpoſe is | 
the ReſurreQion promis'd, and our Belief 
of ir requir'd? The' 'Apoſtle hath--pro- } 
claim'd\two eſpecially , firſt, That our joy | 
might be fall, and ſecondly, that we may 
partake God's Nature, fo 1 no th 
| 34411 £03 25211 DD BNR 
- 1. The Reſurrection :15 therefore ro | 
miſed that. our joy may be full: and if wa | 
conſider the Strength of Wiſhes, and the -! 
Faintneſs:of Hopes, which Mankind wirhs | 
out -Chriſt - laboured: -1ndor 5 -we 2may\ | 
thence xompute how! great ailjay-the Pros | 
miſe may bring to.a-Jonging:mind; | The | 
Words of Seneca, in his's022Epift. gives ws | 
a-good Hy poty polis aÞit!: 7 rvok pleaſure * 
to debate upon;the Eternpof Souls; inay moreg | 
I 'was fully r:folved therew ;ifas Leaftlybetids | 
ved the Opmions of great Xen rather promiq || 
fing than: proving ja greata watter-: [gave | 
my ſelf: over torthis fo grearthopt, 'and now: | 
grow bateful: ro my felf ; and now contemw'thes-, 
Reliques of my. broken I cars, * being ready ta be 
transferred 1nta, that parts om Ned and. + 
poſſeſſion: of thai. inpnite: Ettririeyy; when as:ſud-.' 1 
denly 1,was awakened. by-the: Eettery which | 
xenae © me. diſmiſs ſo ſwett-: ar diream; which: \ 
hereafter t- will revive ad xeweem; again #s; .| 
faon' as I ſhall: have jatisfied :thy ex pettation;: i 
Such were the feeble Flutteringsof tha beſt: |] 


The | 
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hat ae all cog of ocki 


, can by” 
he ne powerful Word com and ever 
Particle to its proper Body ; nor 15he ae 


2 Fool who doubts whether God will do 


this * he have pron JE Rs; xecauſe It is 
poflible for God! to. tforny uch a Pro- 
iſe, 'bat it is 110 fi : he ſhould'brea 


- "But if the \ $1 be, Whietfier God 
Fas promis'd this. ſo woke we do not doubt 
ther his' Power or his Veracity, but only 
por 418 , pprebeaſion. of the means, of 

is doth not impeach any of 
Goa ad perens, but brily $a 'own un- 
derſtiiding: it cannot be injuſtice againſt 
We _undonbtingly believe to be.infinitely 
Ve: but it is juſtice to our own under- 
dings, which we do- not only believe, 
by wut know to be fallible. Iff therefore we 
Ind the fame Words vulgarly uſed in aho- 
ther Senſe, more agretable to plain Rea- 
dn and God's PerfeRtions; then may we 
aſily enquire, firſt, Whether any promiſe of 
God does neceſſarily import a reſtitution of the 
ſame numerical matter ? if not, then may 
ve proceed to enquire, ſecondly, Whe- 
pher it be honourable to God, and more 'ſot- 
viceable to the Deſis ons of the Goſpel, that We 
believe the contra 


rily imports a Reftitution of the ſame numeri- 
al matter? Phis is 'fully and clearly an- 
ſwered, as ſobn "as in common ſpeaking 
me find the ſame Words nſ:& ina.leG rigid 
fenſe : but if we obſerve how the Apoſtle 
himſelf hath anſwered this very Queſtion, 
the leaſt that we thence learn 1s this, That 
ſuch a meaning is not matter of Faith, 
fince he hath left it:doubtful, -and the con- 
Iry more probable : for thus he anſwers, 
Thou Fool, thou ſoweſt not the body that ſhall 
be, but God giveth us a body as it pleaſeth him, 
1d to every ſeed its own body. Does not this 
plainly deny a Reſurrection df the ſame 
aumerical Particles ? Thou ſowelt a little 


© dd,” whom in the midſt” bf ſuch doubts 


Firſt, Whether # Word of Promiſe neceſſa- 


n rain,, no which when 1S.corry | 
bw ; Gr Root, Stalk, ms crap; 


Grains, thouſands, of. times mgre. in mat- 


ter than was ſpwen; Hol giving the, body; 
and, Y&k. 19; every, Sec its. amn.., W 
conſequence can 4: cas be. clearer-»than 
this, | That everyone ;may. qt the. Reſur+ 
re&on receive. his awn-\Body, tho? it be 
riot the ſame that was buried? 

And we may yet farther conſider, that 
this is the-conſtant, way of, Nature. in all. 
living Bodies, -which we reckon. the ſame 
while they keep the ſame Forms, tho? they 
change every Particle of -Matter.;.,Grant. 
therefore, that thoſe Words of Job, Tho? 
worms conſume. this fleſh, yet with theſe eyes 
ſhall. I ſee God, expreſs his confidence of a 
ReſurreAion 3. yet will they lignifie no 
more ;than this,--That.- tho?. perſpiration 
conſume every atom of my. Fleſb, yet-ſhall, 
my. Eyes .he: 2s much the ſame, and ſe as 
well.as if there were 10 chan2ein themzand. 
if there. be no more required from other 


"THING than from the Letter of the Pro-. 
_ 


miſe, we are at liberty to believe what 
ſhall ſeem moſt probable. The uſual Ar- - 
guments are two; firſt, from God's Ju- 
ſtice, and ſecondly, fram. the . Servicea- 


* blenefs of the Belief. 


. Firſt, it, is. argued, That -4t is juſt - that: 
the ſame Body which was ſharer in the Sjn or the 
Serwice, ſhould alſo he ſparer in the, Puniſhment 


_ 07 Reward. But if we will ſpeak properly, 


the Body hath no ſhare either. in. -the..one, 
or the other; for Matter neither ateth. 
nor. perceiveth, but the Soul by the-matter., 
2 Cor. 5. the Apoſtle likens our Body to 
an Houſe, and to Cloaths; the Man 
dwells in the one, and moves in the other, 
yet neither the one nor the. other ſhares 
Life with him ; and. therefore to argue, 
that it muſt be the fame Body that ſhall 
receive , Panifhment at the Reſurrection, 
is the ſame as to fay, the Malefacor 
muſt be Executed in the ſame: Cloaths 
wherein 


wherein he - committed ' the: Crime.” 
-So0 ' many. years paſt -between* he" Inju: 
ries which Joſeph: received from his'Bre: 
thren, and the- Honors which he received 
from Pharaoh, and thereby his whole body 
was ſo changed, that his Brethren” knew 
him 'not; and there were-. yet greater 
Changes | both in His.and Their” Bodies; 
before their Father's Death ;'yet were not 
their Conſciences changed, but in their 
Old Age they feared his Revenge for the 
Cruelties of their Youth :. and if humane 
Juſtice puniſh'aw old Crime, tho? between 
the Act and the 'Difcovery every Particle 
of the Body be chang'd, becauſe the ſame 
Soul makes. him the” ſame Perſon 5 how 
can we doubt but Divine Juſtice may at 
the ReſurreQion do the fame ? 

Secondly, Whether it be more honoarable 
to God to believe the: one or the other, is the 
ſame as to ask, Whether it be more hono-»: 
rable to ſalve all his Perfecions, or torob 
one that we:may. cloath the other? If we 
ſo believe, as to_magnihe God's Veracity 
in performance of his Promiſe, and his Ju- 
ſtice in diſtributing Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments. will-it:not more juſtifie his Wiſ- 
dom, to believe thatihe will act ſuitably-to 
that : order of Things which himſelf hath 
eſtabliſhed, than that he. will unaccount-. 
ably exerciſe his Omnipotency ? .It is not 
C weconfefs ) it is' not for: filly Men to' 
preſcribe Rules for God's 'Wiſtlom in 1s; 
particular! as: -but:we miſt have a'clears 
and ;diſtin&' Definition of the Nature:of 
Wiſdom in general, otherwiſe we pay him 
but 'an empty Word when we aſcribe that 
PerfeQion-to him, /and:we might as mach 
honor him by ſaying he is Unwiſ: /Now, 
that. Definition whereby we: underſtand 
Wiſdom, importeth aichoice firſt ofa:good 
End,:and thenof ſuitable:Means ::if there> 
fore the means be unſuirable,, : either in 
Kind or Proportion, ;that-will-inake a de- 
fet- in Wiſdom. -: Should -we [ſee a[Man. 
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yoks & whole! Plonigh. of Oxen;i'to tg! 

a-{ weight whith a: Child could carry int} 
one of his hands, we ſhould certainly think? 
him better furniſhed with Cattel than Un? | 
derſtanding : andito believe that God will | 
by his Omnipotency work as many Mira- F 
cles as he ſhall-raiſe Bodies, when all his | 
Promiſes may -be as well verified, and alt. 
his good Ends as well promoted i in a-way: 
leſs miraculous, muſt be no lefs a-Dimi- 
nation-of his Wiſdom than Exaltation of 
his Power; ſince all thatexerciſe of Pow- 
er which tends to: no good: Pay poſe, is-! 
vain-dnd-impertinent. 

Let us then conſider tolwhir purpoſe i 15+ L 
the Reſurrection promis'd; and our Belief | 
of it requir'd? The''Apoſtle hath-- pro- } 
clain'd two eſpecially , firit, That our joy | 
Tight be fall; and ys ea that we bY 
_ God's Nature. © 


1. The Reſurredtiop- is "Curedinls __ 
miſed that our joy may be full: and 1 
confider the Strength of Wiſhes, add thy: 
Faintneſs.of Hopes, which Mankind withs 
out -Chriſt | labonred:-nndor; we 2mayi 
thence compute how! great” a'ijey-the Pro- 
miſe may bring to.a-Jonging'mind; The |} 
Words of Screca, in his/802:EpP. givesws. | 
a-good Hypory polis ob it: £ ok pleaſure i 
to debate upon; the Eternmyof Souls; :nay more, | 
I 'was fully 7:folved theike {fan k Hy bets - | 
ved the Opmions of great Men rather. promia | 
fing than: proving. ſa greata watter-- [igave- | 
my ſelf: over to "this. ſo greatthope, 'and now. | 
grow bateful: ro my felf ;, and now contemn'the-, 
Keliques of my broken Icars, * being ready to te. | 
transferred 1nto. that immeaſurevie rime and | 
poſſeſſion of thai: inſnite. Etterityg; when 85:ſud-. ; 
deuly 1.was awakened. by-rhe: Eater, whitht | 
vinde me. diſmiſs ſo ſwett © a+ dream; whicks \ | 
hereafter + mill revive ard rixeem; again ks) . | 
faon as I ſhall: have ſatisfied thy expeltarive.: | | 
Such were the feeble Flutteringsof tha beſt: | 
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The Rrength of their Widie raiſed them 
8 little towards Hope; but; wanting: ſup- 
_ quickly fell back again to.Fearz {© 
their Joy was no better than Suſpeace, 
"None <a. the eaſieſt poſtures, 

In tworeſpetts eſpecially, was their Joy 
es etive ; 1. Want of Confidence t0 the Per: 
fors from whom they received the Promiſes ; 
and 2. Scantnefs of the Happineſs promiſed. 

. They had no aq O10 Belief in the 
Perſons > Whom the Philoſopher calleth 
indeed Great -MMer, but complaineth that 
they proved not what they promiſed. ., They 
were Great, not by Nature or Commiſſi- 
en; bur, by Study ; © had no better War- 
rant for:their profniſes, than what were 
diRated by partiality ta their own Wiſhes, 
not the leaſt pretence of Power. to make 
them good, Eut the Author of the Goſpel 
1s a Perſon not only Great, but.Infinite'; 
-and no leſs fo in Power,than Faithfulneſs ; 
{© that there- is no place :for the leaſt di- 
froſt. 
| _ 2- Another, (and to the preſent purpoſe 
| more: conſiderable, ) defet of human 
| hopes was in the Scartreſs of expetted happi- 
eſs; it was Immortality indeed;bnt a Car- 
| Bal one. They pretend 'to anſwer Job's 
eomplaint;by equalling a dead man's hopes 
| to.thoſe of. 2 Tree, which: ſprings again 
| When it is cat dawn; but, they had no 
[thoughts of ſuch a Harveſt as the' A - 
'promiſeth...: And that the hopes 
| Phariſces-were: no» better _than- thoſe yer 
| the: Philoſophers; Kenieth' plain'' from 
| that :objeQtion, .. wherewith the. Sadduces 
| pretended to gravel our'Saviour: For it 
© cannot-be reaſonably imagined, but amidſt 
{o long Converſation; andiſo: many:Diſ-. 
{ putes, as had ſawed'that queſtion between 
' them; the Phariſees. muſt needs: have bet= 
{ cer informed them. if themſelves had: un- 
| derſtood the difference between the' Pre” 
| | frac Life: and the 'Futbre. 


DP ea Lard hath io "bainlyi 


| Fevealad that we ſhall be $08 14x01, na ys 


the: Angels, that his| Apoſtle hath no leſs 
plainly declared, that our Lord will change 


Our wile Bodies, that they may. be like his own 


Glorious Body, that the, ReſurreRion ſhall 
make grear and glorious variety of Chan- 
ges, from» Natural, - to: Spiritual, from 
Weak, to Powerful, from Corruptible, to 
Incorruptible, &c.: That we ſhould ſtill be 
ſofond of our load of Carrion, as to think 
it a diminution of bur happinefs, if we be 
not again yoaked-to the; fame: dead mat- 
ter ; 'ſeemeth- no. leſs a cantradidtion' to 
the deſires of Nature, than to the Promi- 
ſes of Scripture. This (ſay ſome) will be 
the joy:of the Reſurrection, that the two 
old Friends meet and embrace each other. 
But a little confideration will anſwer, that 
ſuch a meeting would not be of oldFriends - 
but of: old Enemies, _ How- can we read 
the 7tb Chapter ' to the* :Rorans, and find 
there : deſcribed the War between the Fleſh 
and the Spirit ? How can we hear that ſad 
cry, Oh' wretched man that I am, who will 
adiver me from this Body of Death! yet 
think it matter of joy tobe remanded to:ir 
again ? . No we not find him often exhort- 
ing \to m107tifie. our members which: are upon. - 
etbe:carth, and doth he not propoſe himſelf 
for-example, beating down his body and keep- 
ing it iu ſubjettion, leſt he ſhould be caſt away? 
Or is the Apoſtle ſingular -in this notion ? 


- Goth: net Natural Religion agree with the 


Chriſtian, and Experience with both,:thaz 
Virtne/is nothing elfe but a War againſt | 
the Body:in behalf of the Mind ? 

Either the Soul ſhall atthe Reſurre Qion 
have.a-remembranceof. her late dead Bos 
dyand the old converſation ſhe had with-it 
or:fhethall not-: If ſhe ſhall-not, then there 
can be:no more joy if the: meer the ſame 
Qtd Fleſh; tha if -all-be New: But if the 
do remember her old Marte, and her old 
Converſation with it 5 then maſt ſhe're- 
mediber-all the 'Contentions the had with 

it, 
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; It, '*all the Wounds ſhe received from it, 


all the Dangers which ſhe hardly eſcaped 
by watching againſt it; and it ſeemeth 
very (travge , that the Soul at the Reſur- 
reQtion ſhould find much matter of Joy 
in that Fleſh, as its greatelt Friend , 
which did its moſt , and had not God's 
Goodneſs affifted , would have prevailed , 
to make ReſurreQion it ſelf infinitely mi- 
ſcrable. | 

However, by our Preſent Thoughts let 
us judge of our Future, Were it put to 
our choice, whether we would continue in 
the ſame Fleſh, however exalted in acci- 
dents ; or tranſlated into another, which 
would not have the leaſt Particle the 
ſame, but ſuch Properties as ſhould equal 
us with Angels ; ſhould we ſo regard our 
Dead Senſeleſs Matter , as to make the 
leaſt difficulty of ſhifting it ? Should we 
have ſuch ſtupid fondneſs for our courſe 
naſty Rags, as in love to them to refuſe 
Robes of Glory ? Our Matter feels no 
more than do our Cloaths ; and our Souls 
in ſuch exchange, can feel nothing but ex- 
ceſs of Joy in her new Robes : So that 
from this Topick will ſpring no necethty, 
that we ſhould ' believe what we cannot 
- rejoyce in, 

H. Another great deſign of the Goſpel, 
or rather the-ſame in another Dreſs , is 
this , That we may. bave fellowſhip with 
God ; which St, Peter more plainly para- 
phraſeth , ſaying , : For this reaſon are given 
to - us great and precious Promiſes, that by 
them we may be made partakers of the Di- 
vine Nature. Since therefore all the force 
which the Promiſes have towards effeq- 

ing this good.end , is derived from the 
* Joy which ſhall reward them who are in- 
vited by ſuch Promiſes to ſuch Godlinels : 
If we. believe the Promiſes in ſuch a ſenſe 
as maketh them moſt Delixeable z we 


thereby exerciſe ſuch a Faith, as is moſt 
Serviceable to that Adequate End , for 
which the Promiſes are Given, and Faith 
required, 

And the difference in this reſpe& is fo 
ſmall between the two Opinions, that nv 
conſidering Perſcn will abate his diligence 
in God's Service, if he believe he ſhall be 
bleſſed with a Body ſo Glorious , fo Vigo- 
rous, ſo every way better than this, that 
he cannot have the leaſt wiſh it ſhould be 
the ſame. 

In ſhort therefore , this is not matter of 
Faith , but Curiolity. That we believe, 
that the faithful ſhall have a Reſurrection 
to happineſs greater than they can ask or 
think ; This is therefore matter of Faith, 
becauſe our Lord himſelf hath made it fo, 
declarcd it to be the very reaſon of his 
coming into the World , and command- 
ed his Apoſtles to preach it as his Goſpel. 
This if we ſo believe, as thence to pro- 
ceed to the Apoſtles moſt Rational and 
Godly Inference, to be ſtedfaſt and im- 
myveable , alway abounding in the Work, of 
the Lord , for as much as our labour ſhall not 
be in vain in the Lord ; we have then both 
Matter and Soul of Faith, and may ſe- 
curely rely on God's faithfulneſs to perform 
his promiſe in the beſt manner. | 

A ND now we have very Amply, and 
perhaps very Tediouſly ,, difſected That 
half of the Goſpel, which filleth whole 
Libraries with Books of impertinent Sub- 
tilties. : Whatever js diſputed concerning 
any Point of Religion (falſly ſo called) pre- 


tendeth to convince us of what we ought to 


believe in That Particular. But one or two 
General Aphoriſms diſcovering Why and 
How far Belief it ſelf is required, will {i- 
lence all thoſe endleſs (every way endleſs) 
Diſputes. This ſo beneficial and negleqed 
Work , we have endeayoured to perform 

by 


De” | 

© by difſe&ting the whole Myſtery of the 

Goſpel. | | 

That its buſineſs was to reduce the Jews 
from their Bondage under the Law of 
Moſes, and the Gentiles from their worſe 
Bondage under the Worſhip of Devils, 
to the Service -of God, by the free Dire-- 
Gions of their own Nature : That to 
this end, he ſent his only begotten Son znto 
the World, teaching them, That the beſt 
Service of God confiſteth in being like 
him ; and for their encouragement there- 
in, promiſing them, upon Repentance, Par- 


don. of Sins paſt, - and Everlaſting Life. 


And becauſe thoſe Promiſes could no 
otherwiſe be effe&ual, Faith muſt neceſ- 
farily be called for, with importunity 
ſuitable both to the Difficulties and Dangers 
which at that time encompaſſed it, and to 
the Serviceableneſs which at all. Times ac- 
companieth it. 


o |] 

This is the Sum of the Goſpel : a:Chain 
of Benefits let down from Heaven, wor- 
thy of God to beftow, of Angels to admire, 
and of Man to rejoyce in. In this Chain, 
the only Link which man can reach, is Faith, 


' and its whole worth conſiſts in its connexi- 


on with the reſt, and its eaſineſs to be laid 
hold on. 

And fince it is incongruous that the - 
Means ſhould be more difficult than the 
End; it cannot be, that Faith ſhould be 
more above the reach of an hone mind, 
than the Holineſs which it is to ſerve, 

No; it was firſt preached to the Poor, 
and where-ever it came, was firſt and beſt 
entertained by Such ; its own Learned Apo- 
ſtle renounced the words which Mans Wiſdom 
teacheth, and fell into jealoufie, left his Diſci- 
ples minds ſhould be corrupted with knowledge, 
falſly ſo called; and whether he had reaſon, 
will appear by our next Enquiry. 


ENQU 
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What Changes or Additions later Ages have made in Matter of Faith? 


His we propoſed as a ſecond Enquiry :. 

but it is not ſo properly an ENQUI- 

RY, as a Muſter 5; They are fo Numerous 

and fo Obvious, ſtand ſo thick in our way, 

and fo juftle us on every ſide, that it will 

not be difficult to find them, but to-range 
them into Order. 

The General Change, which leadeth- all 
the reſt, is the change of its Place. It is 
_unlinked from the Chain wherein it is 
ineſtimably ſerviceable ; and- treated in its 
fingle ſeparate Nature , as if it were ſome 
precious Diamond, valuable for Brightneſs, 


Hardneſs , or other. irreſpective Virtue of. 


Its own. 


We find our Lord honour it, as' the 
great King did Daniel above all his Princes: 
We hear him declare, That himſelf came 
into the World to advance it-therein : 
We hear him promiſe it Eternal Life : We 
hear both Him and his Apoſile make it half 
the Goſpel : We meet it-in every Page of the 
New Teſtament ; and upon fight. of its ſo 
great Glory, we talk as St. Peter did, when 
confounded at the Brightneſs of our Lord's 
Raiment and Countenance, he knew not what ' 
be ſaid. 

We conſider not, that two- of the Rea- 
ſons which induced our Lord to call fo 
importunately for. it , are by his good 

providence. 
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providence not only expired, but turned to 
the contrary point, and its now adequate 
worth is its Serviceableneſs. It may boaſt 
as did the Vine in Fothan?'s Parable, of chear- 
ing of God and man, but it is by its Wine, not 
by its Timber, By This, it can neither ſup- 
port its only feeble Limbs, nor furniſh a Pin 
whereby to faſten them to the Wall, where 
they are not worthy to hang but for the 
Fruits ſake. 

Should our Lord require more of it 


| than is ſerviceable, then muſt he re- 


quire the Oyerplus without reaſon ; and 
this would ſpeak him not a Good and 
Wiſe, but Humerſom and Capricious Lord 
ſo by the ſame proportion as we exalt 
the Dignity of Faith above its Ulſetulneſs, 
we muſt depreſs the Honour of our Savi- 
our, | 

. This therefore is the Mother-error , that 
whereas Faith is no better: than a Retainer 
to Holineſs, we place it in the Throne as 
an Independent abſolute. Prince. This I 


fay.is the, Mother-error., and is parent of. 
two others: For we think it our Duty 


to ſuch a Prince, to make it as great: as: 


poſſible: 1. By enlarging its Dominion as 


far. And 2. by exalting its Prerogative as high 
as we can; and ſo we overdo Truth in 
both. | 
T. We extend the Empire of Faith as far as 
ofſible not only beyond its proper bounds, 
bu beyond all bounds whatſoever,  Bra- 
fidas ,, when asked how far the Territories 
of Sparta reached? Anſwered, as far as I 
can caſt my Lance. And a Romaniſt, if 
asked, how far Matters of Faith is extend- 
ed? Will anſwer, as far as the Pope ſhall 
declare any thing to. be de fide. - And that 
this may reach far and wide enough, the 
School-men have employed their Invent 


o 


ons, to make Diſcoveries of ſuch Queſii» 


ons, and entangled them with ſuch Obje- 


ions, as may ſeem worthy and neceſſi- 
ry to be detined. By this Art have -we 
gotten a vaſt Army of new DoGtrines of 
Faith z and the Goſpel, of whoſe Sim- 
plicity the greateſt of the Apoſiles glori- 
ed, is become a Science of all others moſt 
perplexed. Our Modern Theology hath 
ſo much more of Metaphyſicks than of 
the Goſpel, that in detiance to St. Par, 
who boaſted that the Light of the Goſpel 
was ſo bright, as not to be hid to any, 
but ſuch as had their Eyes blinded by the 
God of this World ; we may ſay of it 
as Ariſtotle did of the Science into which 
it is moulded, zt is ſo publiſhed, as not to be 
publiſhed, ſince there is hardly a word in 
it, whoſe full meaning is throughly under- 
ſood. ' 

Where the beſt Eye can diſcover nothing 
but limpid Liquor, the Microſcope findeth 
a multitude of little Animals z and where 
a plain underfianding apprehendeth a 
clear truth, there a diſputatious School- 
man fhndeth a multitude of little DoQrines, 
as. uſeleſs as thoſe Animals, The un- 
happy difference is, that the Microſcope 
pretendeth no more but to fpring Game 
for our ſcuriolity ; but the Schools impoſe 
their Dictates upon our Faith, not only as 
worthy to. be known, but neceſſary to be be- 
lieveds: ; 174 _— 

. It-is: not ſutficient ifor the Biſhop of Rome 
to ſet-up for an Oracle; he pretendeth 
not only to declare what is True, - but to 
change the very Nature of Truth, by ma- 
king That matter of Faith, 'which before 
was only matter of Curioſity ; and there- 
by under the. Title of Vicur-of Chriſt , 
claimett:a Power to deftroy the Souls for 
whoſe. Salvation Chriſt died. For when- 
ever a-new matter is made de fide, it is 
thereby made deſtructive to as many as can- 
not conform their Belicf to the Pope's Judg- 
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ment. Had it not been diſputed , it had 
' not had any need to be fo defined; and 
thoſe who before oppoſed it upon what 
| they took for good reaſon, cannot now tind 
that reaſon the weakcr; ſo the fruit of the 
Decition is only this , that the belief which 


before was Innocent, is now become Dam- - 


They ſeem indeed to make ample a- 
mends, by the implicit Faith which they ſay 


will avail for the common People, to whom | 


it ſhall be ſufficient to believe as.the Church 
believeth , tho they neither underſiand , 
nor ſo much as hear of any Article of 
Faith , which by this Salvo, are fo far 
from -being multiplied , that they are anni- 
hilated. | 
But 1. Where are we commanded to believe 
thus implicitly-in the Church? And 2. What is 
Such a Faith good for ? EE: - 
1. Where doth our Lord require this impli- 
cit Faith in the Church? He aid, ( indeed ) 


as he had reaſon, Te believe in God, believe 
alſo in Me: But where did he ſay, Ye be- 


lieve ia Mc, believe alſo in my Church ? 
And, - 


believing he knoweth not what? What Fear 
or Love of God can be kindled, what Com- 


fort or Joy advanced, what motive to.God- 


lineſs aQuated, by ſuch an mncertain ſound ? 
Yea, further , why muſt the Church/in Ge- 
neral , believe more than every Member in 
Particular ? . © | 
| _ Wediſpute not-about words, and there- 
fore grant the Church to be the Paſtors ; 
but fill we ask , Why is it neceflary e- 
ven for Them, to: believe more than our 
Lord himſelf required ? If ſuch a be- 
het be worth a Command, ſhew us where- 
mn. that worth conlifteth, and you will at 
the lame ſhew our Lord to: be defective 


in omitting ſuch a Command : But if it 
have in it nothing worth commanding , 
then thoſe who impoſe it, do at once in- 
vade our Lord's Legiflative Power , and 
defeat his. gracious Purpoſe, of ſaving all 
that belicve what himſelf required to be be- 
lieved. 

- If there be any thing yet more intolera- 
ble, This perhaps may be ſo, That thoſe 
who deny the Pope this impoſing Power, 
aſſume it to themfelves.  Heterodoxy with, 


them ſignifies no lefs danger, 'than doth He- 


reſy with the Papiſts. They that want either 


Courage or Care to examine what they are . 


taught, deny it to others; and as they be- 
lieve without Reafon, fo do they without 
Meaſure. 


- If fuch a Man light upon truth in eve-. 
ry little Queſtion, he muſt be very hap-' 


Py , fince they are conteſted with equal 
Confidence on either ſide , mutually con- 
demning each other as Heterodox, when 
indeed both fides are ſo; for the word 
properly ſignifieth fuch as hold other Q- 
pinions than the Word of God hath re- 


; . vealed, and fach cannot be matter of di- 
2. To what purpoſe ſhould he fo command? | | Soy 
How is any Man inſpirited to Holineſs, by 


ſpute. | 

If. They who thus extend the Domini- 
ons, do alfo exalt the. Prerogative of Faiths. 
Above 1. Meaſure. 2. Holineſs. 3. Charity. 
And 4. Reaſon. ] 

F. Thofe whoſe extend its Dominions beyond its 
ane limits, do alſo exalt its Power above mea- 
ſure. | ſay, thoſe who extend its Dominions 
beyond its due limits, For within them we 
readily acknowledg its Power Abſolute , 
and: all Obedience due to it without re- 
ſerve, 

But the proper Dominions . of Faith 
exceed not this one Propoſition, that God 
cannot- lye. This is the Great Command- 
ment of the Goſpel , and anfwereth the 


great one of the Lyw; as that ſaith, thow - 


ſhale 
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fhaſt Love, fo this faith, thou ſhalt Believe the 
Lord thy God with all thy Soul, and with all 
thy Might : This, as it is a Truth of infi- 
nite Certainty.ſo muſt it have infinite Power 
uponoar Belief, as we found it to have upon 
Abraham's, *in dehance of all Oppoſitions 
that might: have been made by Reaſon or 
Re.” 

| But there are other Truths, and thoſe 
( perhaps) vertually included in this great 
One ; the Belief whereof: mutt be meaſured 
by the Intereſt they may have in the proper 
Vertne of Faith, iwhich we have found to 
be twofold. r. Juftice to God's 'Veracity. 
2, Serviceableneſs to Piety. 

x, Some Doctrines are the immediate Ap- 
parent Ifſye of that great Truth, ſo-plainly 
publiſhed in the Word of God, that he that 
' rTunneth may read -them : Others require 
clofe Application, a good Eye, and perhaps, 
good Art too; Muſt all theſe Dodrines, fo 
unequal in their Evidence, be received with 
equal, and that Supream Confidence ? 

If my contidence of the Truth of the 
Dogrine, equal my Evidence that it is God's 
Wotd, I make full payment of what is due 
to God's Veracity : But if I doubt whe- 
ther that which you tell me is God's Word, 
be ſo indeed ; this' may be ſome defect of 
Fuſtice to your Veracity, but it can be none 
to God's: Convince me that God hath 
| aid it, and my Confidence of- the Truth 
ſhall equal that Conviction; till then, nei- 
ther is God's Veracity, nor my Faith con- 
cerned, - 

2. Another Worth of Faith is derived 
from its Serviceableneſs to that great and 
good End, for whoſe ſake the Promiſes are 
givert us. * And are thoſe DoGrines which 
are impoſed upon our Belief as de fide, are 
they all equally, all ſupremely Serviceable 
to Holineſs ? Are not ſome more, fome lels, 
and moſt of them not at all ſo? And ſhall a 


Confidence equally fruitleſs, groundleſs, and: 
boundleſs, be accepted for my Juſtification, 
beyond a leſs Confident, but more Fruitful 
Belief, yea or doubt of a P:opoſition, of 
which I have no better reaſon to believe that 
ir cometh from God, but this, that you tell 
me fo ? 7 | | 

In a' word , If for this End the Promi- 
ſes be given us, That by them we may be made 
Partakers of the Divine Nature , (as St. Pe- 
ter expreſly arms), then he that receiveth.. 
them , and ( which is more ) he that re- 
ceiveth any other Truths, with ſuch an Ef- 
fecual Faith, as ſhall transform him there- 
into , recciveth them with Confidence e- 
nough. 

H. Some exalt Faith Above Holineſs, 
yea, and Againft t too, Not only the tho- 
rough-pac'd Antinomians and Solifidians., 
but many others, who call themſelves Or- 
thodox , finding no intrinſick Work, pro- = 
portionable to the great Price at which 
they find Faith valued ; Wilfully or Ha- 
ſtily over-looking its relation to Holineſs, 
borrow it a value from its relation to the 
Perſon of Chriſt, which no man doubteth 
to be infinitely valuable. Faith (ſay they) 
is the Hand whereby we apply Chriſt to oun 
ſelves ; and by this Application , Chriſt is 
made Ours , and His Righteouſneſs impnted 
zo Us, as if it were our Own; and it juſtifieth 
not by his Own Worthineſs , but by the Merit 
of Chrift, which it layeth hold on, and applis 
eh: And by this pretty-Conceit, any degree 
of real inherent Righteouſneſs is rendred 
not only Inſufficient, but Dangerous ;. there 
is no more hope of the Lewdeft Rake-- 
hell, than of a moral Man ; the Preachin 
of the Church-of-England-men is deſpiſed, 
becauſe they Preach not Jeſus Chriſt , nor 
Faith in-Him, but moral Stuff, e#c.. 

If Holineſs of Life have any place a- 


mong ſuch. Dodrines., Thanks muſt. be 
| paid: 
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'paid to God's 6ver-ruling Grace , and the 
deep Impreflions of Natural Religion , 
not to be defaced by any oppotite Notions : 
For if Chriſt's Righteouſneſs be imputed 
to me as if it were mine own, what need [ 
labour for any other ? Will not all ſuch 
Labour be worſe than loft ? Will it not 
caft diſhonour upon Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
as inſufficient , and upon his Precepts, as 
Needleſs? Need I, can I be more Righte- 
ous than Chriſt ? 

And where ( in the Name of Chriſt ) 
where do we in all the Book of God, or in 
Reaſon, meet 'any intimation of this tine 
Dodrine? Application of Chriſt to our ſelves, 
the Hand of Faith, imputed Righteouſneſs, &C. 
What are they but terms of Art, invent- 
ed by falſe Apoſtles ? -We read indeed, that 
Abrabani s Faith was imputed to bim for Righ- 
zeouſneſs'; and ſo ſhall it be. imputed to Us, 
if we believe as He did : But {till it was 
Abraham's Own proper Faith, and not Ano- 
thers; and that Faith was no leſs Obedient 
than Conhident. But what is that to Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs imputed to us, and that only 
by Virtue of laying hold upon him by an 
Application inverted ? not by applying our 
ſelves to Chriſt, conforming our ſelves to his 
Precepts'and Example ; but applying Him 
to our Selves, by meer forceable laying hands 
upon him ? 

A certain Land was miſ:rably waſted 
by a raging Plague: A great Phytician, in 
compathon to the People , came among 
them , declared that he had a Noſtrum 
which never failed them that truſted it, 
that it had been to himſelf very colily , 
but he would freely communicate it to all 
that needed and deſired it, and theretore 
exhorted every one to come to him for it. 
Many did ſo, and were infallibly cured ; 
but others ſaid, There needed no more, but 
to traſt to the Medicine , the Phylician 


was infinitely skilful in his Art, and faith-- 
ful in his Promiſes ; that therefore by con- 
fidence in him they ſhould have all his Health 
imputed to them, and that ſhould cure them 
as perfealy as-if they received real Health 
by uſe of his: Preſcriptions, This is the 
very Caſe now upon the Carpet : For look 
how much the Sick Patient is cared by 
the imputed Health of the Phytician, with- 
out a real remove of the Diſeaſe; juſt ſo 
much is ſach a. Believer juttitied by the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to him 
upon his confident applying of Chriſt to 
himſelf, with afſurance of his being one of 
the Ele&, without applying himſelf to 
Chriſt, by conforming to his Nature and 
Commands. "es 
Let us then, for Chriſt's fake, let us ap- 
ply our ſelves.to him with all. Aſſurance 
of his Power and Delire to fave: .us; and 
let this Contidence deliver us up to an ab- 
ſolute ſubmiſſion to his Conduct: But let 
us beware of truſting to his imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs, without real Holineſs ; leaſt we 
obtain only imputed Salvation, and fall into 
real Condemnation. .And on the other fide; 
let us beware alſo, that we rob him not of 
our due acknowledgments z for ,what . the 
Apoſtle faith of Faith in abſtract, is no leſs 
true of it in. Conjundtion with Holineſs. By 
Faith working by Love, we are ſaved,- and that, 
not of our Selves, it is the Gift of God. | 
- HI. Ie is exalted above and againſt 
Charity, which'it is its Daty and Honour 
to ſerve. We have found one of the great 
Ends of the Goſpel to be the advancement 
of the Divine Lite , whereof Charity is ſo 
great a part (if we may call it a part) that 
however great' and many Things are ſpo- 
ken of Faith, greater are ſpoken. of Love, 
The Apolile is expreſs in giving this the 
precedence, And now abideth Faith, Hope, and 


Charity, theſe three , but tbe greateſt of theſe 
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#4 Charity. More yet, he plainly declareth, 
that Faith dependeth on it for its Gaving 
power, In Chrift Jeſus nothing availeth but 
Faith working by Love.. And that this Work 
may reach not our Lord only, but our Bro- 
ther too, he exhorteth the Epheſians to it by 
This Argument, ) There 35 one Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptiſm : But Expericnce too plainly pro- 
veth, That whatever torce Unity of Faith 
may have for Unity of Spirit in the bond of 
peace; the ſame hath multiplication of Arti- 
cles of Faith, for dividing of minds by 
Schiſms and Feuds. For while the Chriſtian 
World had but one Faith, their mutual Love 
was the wonder and .envy of their Ene- 
mies : but from the time that it received 
Additionals, and every new Dodtrine be- 
came a new Religion, the mutual hatred of 
ſeveral Secs hath beenno leſs wonderful. 
.... For fo much greater regard hath every 
one for his particular Belict ( which he cal- 
leth his Religion) than for that General 
Faith wherein All agree z that his Neigh- 
bour's Difſcnt therein, weigheth more a- 
gain(t Charity, than his Agreement in the 
greateſt Truths can do for it. | 
, The Good Emperors Argument'was no 
leſs Unproſperous and Pious, whereby he 
endeavoured to -cool the heat of the Con- 
tending Parties, in the firſt anvd moſt uncha- 
ritable Diſpute that ever rent the Chriſtian 
World : Philoſophers, ſaid he, though in many 
things they differ, yet while they agree mn the 
main, do not hate one another for their differcu- 
ces in' few things , but love one another for their 
Agreement in the reſt z and why ſhould not We 
do ſo, who profeſs a more loving Religion ? It 
we ſeek the ſolution of this- Riddle only 
from the niture of Faith, or from Scripture, 
or Reaſon, we ſhall never get ſatisfaction 
bat as ſoon as we caſt our eye upon the In- 
tereſt and Pretences of the Church of Rome; 
we immediatcly meet it. For. when» Do» 


Grines are multiplied and entangled , and 
men wheedled into apprehenſions that their 
Salvation dependeth upon their right belicf 
in every one of them; then will they be 
glad to ſhelter their unſatisfied Confciences 
in the boſom of that Church which promi- 
ſeth them ſafety : But if any be fo bold as to . 
queſtion That Fundamental, and thereby 
ſhake the Power and Greatneſs which is 
built upon it, however ſlight the matter of } 
the Queſtion be, the very queſtioning of the 
Church's Determinations is damnable, the 
man 1s an Heretick, and as an Heretick he 
muſt be handled. He muſt be caſt into the 
Inquilition-priſon , there he mult languiſh 
in darkneſs and naſtineſs, in hunger and 
cold, and all kinds of miſery, until the Sea- 
ſon come for an A& of Faith, (for by that 
Title they expreſs their Oyer and Terminer, 
which is molily but Triennial : ) then is the 
Wretch put upon his Trial, and if found 
guilty, hs is arraycd in a Coat painted with 
Fire and Devits, wherein he is burnt alive ; 
and the People are made to believe, That 
aftcr death he muſt ſuffer in Hell what is ſo- 
repreſented in his Coat, and exccuted upon . 
his Body 3 and he muli loſe what all other 
Malefa@tors enjoy , the charity of their 
Prayers. | 

This they call an A& of Faith, and is fo- 
lemnly executed upon as many as that Holy 
Court of Inquiſition can gct- into their 
Pounccs. 

God be bleſſed, thoſe curſt Cows have. } 
ſhoxt Horns 3 That Court reacheth not all {| 
Countries, but the Uncharitableneſs of Rome. ? 
doth. There is no reproach ſo great as that- |} 
of Heretick : to be. out of the Boom of the 
Church, is to be out of God's Favour, he is- 
hated of God, and muſt be ſo.of-all that: 
love God. | Þ 
Such is the effect of multiplying Articles - {F 
of Faith. 

IV. I6.- 
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IV. Itis exalted above, and againſt REA- 
SON: and ſo deſtroycth the foundation 
whereon it ſelf is built : For we have found 
this to be the eſſential virtue of Faith, that 
it-is juſtice to God's Faithfulneſs : and this 
is therefore moſi juſt, becauſe moſt reaſo- 
' nable ve b : 

Nor is it leſs true in the retail : Nothing 
is to be believed further than Reaſon proveth 
it to be true. Our Lord himſelf appealed to 
it for the belief which he required: He plead- 
ed his Miracles for Evidence , and thence 
claimed Judgment. | 

Yea, thoſe who require us to renounce 
our Reaſon, appeal to it themſelves : For 
they pretend to give us reaſon why we 
ſhould renounce it, and ſo contradidt them- 
"ſelves no leſs than they do Reaſon. They 
are indeed no better than the Ravings in 
Bedlam which we hear : It was a caſt of Tar- 
zullian's Montaniſm which tranſported him 
into ſach extravagance as to ſay, Credo quia 
impoſſibile eſt. And the Author of Religio Me- 
dici, when he ſaid, There are not Contradidions 
enou2h in Religion for an Afive Faith, might 
have remember'd, that exceſs of Conhdence 
in defed&t of Reaſon, is a certain ſymptom of 
Madneſs. : | 

le is true, in all Subjects, in all Arts and 
| Sciences, Reaſon is pleaded for Error ; but 
} again it is confuted by greater Reaſon, as 
F- Stars are by the Sun, which baffleth and 
filenceth their weaker Light. _ 

Abraham believed in H pe againſt Hope. Tt 
| appeared impoſſible in Nature that Tſzac 
{© fhould be a Father after he were ſacrificed : 
but it appeared more impoſſible, that God 
ſhould lie, than that he ſhould do more 
than Nature : What I know to be the Word 


of God, Þ believe intinitely , becauſe I in- . 


| finitely know God to be infinitely Trae : 
Bat that This is God's Word, and This the 
meanung of it, I ſo far only believe, as-] 


find Reaſon for-it : For as in: juſtice to 
God's revealed Word, Tam bound to pay it 
my utrmot belicf; fo in juſtice to his Word 
written in my heart, I am to refuſe my be- 
lief, till ſome evidence make it appear due, 
You fay, Religion hath Myſteries 3 let us 
thercfore conſlider what a Myftery is. In 
the Old Teſtament we tind not the woxd ; 
in the New, we find it confilt in two parts 
the one Open, the other Secret, Sometimes 
it fignifieth a Spiritual Truth wrapt up in a 
Senhible 3 thus the Union of Chriſt with his 
Church, is a Myſtery contained in that of a 
Man with his Wite. Sometimes a truth hid- 
den from ſome Ages; thus St. Fohn proclaim- 
eth the Goſpel to have been hidden from the 
beginning , but then made manifeſt : Or from 
ſome Perſons ; thus our Lord faith to his 
Diſciples, to you is given to know the Myſteries 
of the Kingdom of God, but to others in Parg- 
es. | 
And this is the mot uſual Senſe of the 
word in Pagan Writers, and from them 
with ſome other of their Conceits , enter- 
tained by ſuch Ages of the Church, as are 
held in great Veneration. The Myfta-knew 
fome Rules for Religious Worſhip-, which 
he learncd from Books locked up'in Ar 
chieves, not accetſible to-the People 3 The 
Fathers-of the Chriſtian Church at firſt ſo 
imitated them , as to hide trom the Cates 
chumens the Rights of Sacraments, which 
from thence took the name of the Myſteries ; 
and herein they were 'ſo cautious of con- 
cealing the form of Adminiftring the Eucha- 
rift eſpecially, that they durſt not commit 
the words to writing, ſo much as in a Let- 
ter to a Biſhop, left they might by ſome ac- 
cident fall into uncapable hands. And af- 
ter-ages came cloſer up to their Pattern, by 
telling-the Laity, that implicit Faith in the 
Church muſt ſatisfy them in Myfteries of 
Faith, 
So 
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ontrary, AſpeCts uport two different 
Perſons; hid to the one, and open to 
the other : But that. it ſhogld at the 
ſame Time, and to the ſame Perſons, 
be both hid and open, is more than a 
hidden Myſtery; it is an open Con- 
tradiCtion, and it is no leſs ſo, that [ 
muſt believe what-is hidden from my 
In 6 

If the Goſpel profeſs it ſelf to be a 
Revealer of Myſteries, then, to tell 
me, that it concealeth ſome Truths 
as Myſteries, yet requireth me to be- 
lieve them ; this is no leſs a calumny 
upon the Goſpel, than an abuſe of 
the Word. 

He that telleth the Laity, that they 
muſt be ſatisfied with implicit Faith in 
the Church, ſpeaketh the language of a 
Pagan Myſtagogue 3 but a faithful 
Preacher of the Goſpel muſt juſtify 
himſelf to his People 1n the language 
of St. Pasl to the Elders of Epbeſus, 1 
have kept back, nothing that was profitable 

or you. R 
f Soak may judg of ſuch a Church 
as boaſteth of Myſteries, by what is 
written in Rev. 17. and take That 
for a ſummary Anſwer to ourPprefent 
Enquiry, concerning the changes which 
later Ages have made in the Faith and 
Church. of Chriſt ; From ſimple Na- 
kedneſ*, to Gold, Purple, Scarlet, and 
precious Stones; from plain Truth 
preached and belicved by the meaneſt, 
to Myſteries ; from the moſt affeftio. 
nate Love, to Drunkenneſs with the Blood 
of Saints ;, from the chaſt Spouſe of 
Chriſt, to a great F hore; and Mother of 
Harlets, But what Truth may lie in 
ſuch a cenſure, we may find more 
fully by our next Enquiry. 


Vo the word plainly importeth two 


ENQUIRY. 1. 
What Damages or Advantages have enſued. 
pon the Changes and Additions which: 

* later Ages bave made in the Goſpel } 


T*. Enquiry is double, and re- 
quires a Ballance, that in one 
Scale we may lay the Damages, inthe 
other the - Advantages, and ſo weigh 
the one againſt the other. 

Firſt then, we will conſider the De 


mages, and Them in relation to Three 


ſubjects : | 
1. Toour Lord and bis Goſpel. 
2. 5h private Chriſtians in parti- 
cular. - 


3. To the Chriſtian Church in gene- 


ral. | 

I. To our Lord's Honour, theſe Chan- 
ges bring as great Damages, and in 
as proper a ſence, as any contumelious 
Doftrines can : They repreſent him 
not as a good and wiſe Prince, whoſe 
Laws tend to the happigeſs of his Peo- 
ple ; - but as a capricious and humo- 
rious one, that without any other mo- 
tive than bis unaccountable Will, im- 
poſeth a ſtupid belief, of- a multitude 
of impertinent and incredible Pro 
ſitions, without, yea (ſome of them) 
againſt all Reaſon, without any other 
Fruit but (what he moſt hateth) ſtrife, 
contary to that ſimplicity wherein 


- the Goſpel glorieth, and to the con-. 


tempt which God himſelf ſheweth to 
Acts of meer underſtanding, 
' In reference to the Animal Life, 
we find that he meaſureth to us Know- 
ledg by our Needs. Though we can- 
hardly know any thing to the bot- 
tom, yet we know ſufficient to anſwer 
the requires of our-life. Thoufands of 
Years palled, before it was queſtion- 
ed, whether the Earth or _the Sun 
move, and it is {till a queſtion. The 
H _ Dif 
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Diſcoveries pf . the Teleſcope. and Mi- 
© cxofcope Ref w, yer" a 6H 
mnops ff ee, N ews, | Wi.6 
multitude of :unthou Stars; the 


other ih a World of. wondetful ior: 


ty Beauties: And the many. 


| both - that the 


we fd eater cauſe of wonder 
mg PA of Chrilt's Relig ion 

a ſhodld fo" npdextly corrupt.it, . t 

that God Thould $$ change his nk 


nance' toward it, as in our Introducti- 


. 6n we fave reaſhii, both to complain 


ries Which: Abarony E hath 1 'E and jujtify. 

it but Bodies, "46 ndt'fo' mich! contri- Thi Faith which at. firſt teeeaiky 
bite to tir knowled44s 'Gar Won nter, over the World, was no. leſs ſuitab! 

mr at 4} inftrut vs in the Operation to the Nature, than to the. Nees, 0 

of our Bodies or Minds. The ame Mankind: at every Man needed 
evndatt is viſtble in referehee to Spi- 


fitval Life : "Our Lord hath plainly re- 


vealed, and required us to..b:lteve. 
what & fofficient r the Divide Life ; 
biit'ih Queſtions 4 way- ſetviceable 


thereto, Innocence, gooide, yea, 
ad Error; will no more” /F troy our 
Souls, than an Error in Philoſophy 

quite "ExAN 


will our Bodies.” 

Biit” that he -fhoatd- 
aa cotfiderir eB in every rH 
6n, which a ral invehtio an 
Matte 5 tht” he < 4 by Ps 
Me requite ts £0) avoid fooliſh 5 wo 


rr rhdir frife, yerts 
eo the |; 


ery one's them: ; 
tht to previct miſtakes in ſtich f6r- 
bidden ' Qhie! jons, 'he ſhould 2fabliſh 
2h" Oracle, /which at pleaſire ilght 
cvin 'them into! Artittes of Faith ; 
theſe are ſach Contradictions both 2 
H6hg themfelyes, and tothe Wiſdom 
6f God, that no Error cat: be more 
diffionontable- to him, than ſo vile a 
conceit of his condut. 

If further we defcend to particu- 
tars, takean Inventory of the thus 1 im- 
poſed new Articles of Faith,their irre- 
concileable oppoſition with the plain- 
eft'Seniſe ad eaſon, their implident 


pit for the Prieſts Intereſts, their 
extravagant impertinence 1 to any other 
end, &v. and then coftipare ſuch a 


Goſpel, with that gracious one which 


pur Lord and his Apoſtles preached 3, 


4 Meliatir herween | a holy God and 
himſelf, every Man's own guilty :con+ 
ſcience convinced him,z. that. ahe, Son 
of God Caine into the World, to. perform 
chat neceſſary Office, promiſing par= 
don and everlaſting: Life:to. thoſe that 
would beligye. In him as ſuch;;. was a 
iv ride ſo eaſy, to the underſtanding, 
ON \45vE me to the delires,. and ſo obliy 
he Wor that 4s foon ASAT cQuret» 
orld, it won UPON It. +...,. 

" Bo kad;fthe Apoltles brought: the 
dern- Goſpel cither to the.learned 
or” or 20PL Bir arnans, told them 
hat .God had ſent his Son. into,zthe 
Wo otld to, ſave. them-that would ibe- 
lleve, 'nor orily in HimfeJf, but in; his 
car too ; ſoa they then haye ope- 
hed their. chapt .impertingnt. Mylite- 
TICs,. declared that, ſome Men 'thereto 
firlt qualified. by-a few words, ſhould 
afterward -by other five words turn a 
bit of Bread into, the. Body of. God, 
which. himſelf, and others muſt firſt 
worſhip, and then. eat, .&c, -If fuch 
ſtuff as this. have. been: preached, and 
ſuch credulity as. cannot be, juſtified 
from folly, made the condition where- 
on Men muſt hope to be juſtified;/from 
all their ſins z. what conſidering Man 
would not rather ſtick to the Religion: 
of his Fathers, whatever it pede than - 

change it for one ſo much worſe ? 
Yes !. ſuch a Religion muſt appear 
much. worſe than any other ; for the 
Apo- 
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ao who apap, this: Fagich 
PleadedA4or Re eligion. ar 
gant the Ragany though thep uſhict- 

atly expoſed the groſs. Follies gf. the 
later, ,yet.could nat charge it with. {0 
many and groſs ones, as thoſe Which 
fwarman that one Doftrine of. Iran- 
ſubltaotiatiqn 3 nor hath A4ghonet, ar 


mony all his Whimſies, any thing.com; 


- Parable to it. 


What wonder now that the Goſpe] 
cannot gain any Country upon Heas 
theniſm ? and.hath loſt ſo 'many to Ma- 
humetiſm ? --yea, what wonder if .in 
its own bowels it ſuffer ſo much. by A- 


theiſm ? What wonder that. no Reli-. 


gion is ſo much peſtered by it as the 
Chaiftiap;.no Country ſo much as that, 
where this .Qracle hath its ſeat? ._.... 
_- When a, bold perſon heareth, his 
Teaqher.avow,, that, it were; as good 
be of no Religiqn, te axofany other 
than "hag, -of, who Carryptions he 
is conyigced, (thqugh;ta an indifferent 
underſtanding,nothing be.:more incre- 
dible, yet) his Luſt will ſoon perſwade 
him 'to-take .the Doctor at his word, 
and reject all Religion for 'the ſake of 
th Ipt one.,, , 4 0:14 
hs Ln Heatheniſm, Mahume- 


tiſkn; 'or- Atheiſm, be enemies to the 


Goſpel z the Gbanges which later A- 


ges have made init, mult be imputed 
£0 their Authors,: as ſo many Treſpaſ- 
ſes againſt it, and be condemned in 
ſuitable Damages. . Te 
II.. As the changes made in the;Faith 
are diſhonourable,to our Lord and: his 
Goſpel, : ſo are, they pernicious, ro the 
Church of Chriſt, both in its particular 
Members, and its Publick, Body as -the 
Spouſe of Chrift. wt Ml 
1. They are pernicious to private Chri- 
ftians, by robbing them of muchof-that 
happineſs, which the Goſpel is deſign- 
ed to bring them, which; we .baye 


faund to be, ;.1 Pariicipation of the'DS 
wr Ne =» £25 Fulngſi of. :Foy: PA +. 4 J " 
I, Ihey rob gaed:Men-of much of 
that Godlineſs, which otherwit they 
ſhquld hays attained. The Apoſtle 
beſtecheth us 45 frangers and Pilgrion, 
te abſtain from fleſhly Luſts, wbich war a- 
{ks the Saul. \. That War is madeby 
Ayerhon : Wine and Women take: away 
theheart z, they. divert. the Soul .frota 
labouring for the Divine Life, to'wal- 
lowing 4n the bratith ; .arid- were: it 
Ppoſlible to compute ' how/ much miſ- 
chief. every Luſt doth this way, we * 
ſhould certainly find that no- One, 
nar (perbaps)- All together, » would be 
found ſo pernicious as this' Qne Luft 
of Diſputing and Impoſitg:- For by 
this ne;all the reſt aredo fardttength- 
ned, as our Forces arediverted from 
warring againit them: + 27 one tf 
1--Tjhe amoce; we diſputg againſt, our 
Kretpren, 'the loſs we dKpute againft 
our Zufts- that ardor of Xealz which 
£lſe; would. have. flamed up in:Divine 
.Loye,, mopldertth;away in the black 

ſinoaky,heats of bitter Zeal.: |. * 
Very, happy durs: myſt the. great 
Diſputers be, whaſe Luſts are ſo mor- 
tified, that can ſpaxe ſo muchb.,of their 
. Time and AﬀeCtians, .to be plaid.away 
at this puſh-pin : or very ynhappy,./if 
.they waſte ſo much of them-both, 
while their Luſts remain unconfuted : 
.yea, they are unhappy if, having baf- 
Hed their-Luſts, they loſe ſo much of 
Joy, and.of encreaſe in Godlineſs, as 
with; the ſame labour, and infinitely 
greater benefit, they might, have :pur- 

chaſed; *._ > . "+ 4214 

The greateſt part of mankind. (we 
ſee)- hath not ſouls large enovgh to en- 
-tertain. both ſorts of Zeal 5: but look 
how much there is of zeal for whas 
they, thipk Faith, againſt what they 
call Hereſy, - ſo; much is loſt. from 
W3.:: Love 


. 
Py 
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|  Loveof Gosandonr Neightour, and ble? Maſt we defice God's" Image 
” fromKeformation of the tholt mortal | that'we may partake his Nature 7? 
'Ervors of our Lives. : Fight agal him is offs that we 
 * 2. They rob Men of that fs!> may obey him in. his Vicar ? This 
neſs of Tow, is the of the were to perform contradiCttions that 
- Go be wicked (faith the t) we may believe them, and we ſhall 
- we like the troubled Sea which cannot reft, find the one no lefs above our ſtrength 
FD as ag caſf up mire and dire. If than the other > but after all endea- 
©--3e be miſerable to be toſſed with vours, either to ſatisfy or ſtupify our 
ſtorms, then are Diſputes in matters of minds, we ſhall never be able to quict 
Faith-miſerably pernicious 3 net only them. E 
- by hindering Mens minds from war» * A hard warfare indeed” Firſt by 
| againſt the laſts which raiſe thoſe - our Reaſon we muſt fight againſt our 
Norms, but by raiſing others no leſs Euſts;, and then by Faith: we: muſt 
rempeſtuous between Faith impoſing fight oor Reafon ; which: yet we muſt 
rs, re rg and Reaſon reſiſting find Invincible, and ſo- the War de- 
Juch Impoſitions- $1 | ſperate. | 
Where is that conſidering Perſon 1s thus, The Peace of God paſſeth all: 
-who:eſtapeth thoſe Storms ? There are wnderſtanding ? Muſt we owi-run all an 
'that tell us ſtories of the Roman Prieſts derſiandivg, that we may overtake 
themſelves, that they frequently con- Peace ?-Is it thus, that beheving we re- 
_ "eſs, that all their ſtruglings cannot joire with Foy wnrſpeakable and glori- 
Fubdne their Reafon to a " of the our? Or is this the good fight of Faith, ' 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, and -whi: h/ we are by the Apaſtle encou- 
-that their Confeſlors alſo intheir turns raged to-fipht, and by experience.find: 
confeſs the ſame- to their Confeflors ;. unproſperous ?: 
but cannot cither give or receive fuch-— - Another, and no leſs unhappy War,. 
Renance- as can remove the incurable do theſe additional Dottrines rae to-- 
evil. What Conflidts muſt ſuch 'con- ward our Brethren, whom they tempe. 
trary Winds neceſſarily raiſe in a Soul ys to-hate and perfecute, under pre- 
infioitely deſirous and equally unable tence of anſwering St. F=4e"s Alarm, . 
to believe ! | | to comtend earneſtly pA the Faith. Some-- - 
. _ Moraliſts promiſe us Peace and' Joy thing of this we have ſeen under the. 
.if we fubdue our Luſts. Apoſtles up- ouleration that Faith is exalted a- 
on- better warrant niake us the ſame bove Charity, and fomething more we 
Promifes. Alas! 'now we find ano- ſhall. ſee in obſerving the: miſchiefs. 
ther, and that an: invincible Enemy,, which accrue to the Church of Chriſt 
made of that very Friend; by whoſe: in its publick, cepacity, to which there- 
- help. we: were to. have obtained that fore we haſten-without ſtop at the mu- 
Victory. By help of good. Reaſon, tual Enmities between” private Chrifti- 
albſtedby God Grace, we may ſub- "ans; however viſible and lamentable. 
due our Luſts ; but how ſhall we ſub- 111. The next ſubject of damage 
due our Reaſon, whith as it is our own is the Church of 'Church 5n its (general ca-- 
Nature, without which we cannot be, paciry: and" this indeed.is concerned 
Men, ſoit is the Image of God, and+ in all the-reft: For the Community, 
 Uke its Original, 'hnmortal-4nd*Invia- which is the: Catbolick Church, -d ow. 
” SO : | : ; OUIJEC: 


yporſe of Chal; whoſe 
' the adequate. end of the Go 


every Promiſe and Precept is imploy- 
ed- as a Means to ſerve it, and 


 fore-whatever croſſeth this good De- * 


hgn, if ir come from our Lord, muſt 
diſhonour his Conduct. | 
. ; Again, the Catholick Church is a 
Body compact of lngle Members, 
whoſe - ſeveral. happineſs or pain af= 
feteth the whole. « 
Whether our Lord hath. been faith- 
ful or defeQtive in his care. for the 
happineſs of every particular, and the 
whole Community, how ſhall we ex- 
amine? If by his own and his Apo- 
les Precepts,..no-Religion.in the World 
could. ever vie. with.-the Goſpel, ei- 
ther in Precepts or Arguments for the 
dearelt love, the greateſt happineſs of 
the Church, , as well Triumptiant as. 
Militant ; If. by the praftice of its Pro- 
feſlors, none ever ſtirred. up- fuch mu- 
tual Quarrels among; private Perſons, 
fuch cruel Perſecutions by Princes, 
ſuch bloody Wars between Nations. - 
Our Lord indeed appointed. it. for ay 
Incendiary,, but its Fires-were. to . be 
thoſe of, the moſt- ardent. Loye : it is 
from the Corruptions of. later Ages, 
that thoſe.lambent flames are by bitter 
/zeal changed to devouring: fires. Our 
Eords great-Apoſtle ſaith,that i» Chriſt 
Feſus- nothing availeth but Faith working 
17 Love ; byt his pretended Wiar faith, 
Nothipg-ayaileth but Faith working by 
Zeal, : and+the beſt: Zeal. is. the moſt 
bitter. | 
The Armies which. bliad:zeal raiſed 
for the recoyery- of, the. Holy. Land: 
from Infidels, have.been diverted by 
this bitter zeal, for the.corrupters of the 
Chriſtian Faith, againſt-the oppoſers of 
thoſe Corruptions-z.and-Pardon of fia 
promiſed to. ſuch as ſhould loſe their 
lives inſo holy a Cauſe ;. wherein how- 


many have;.bcen deſtroyed, who can 


_ (6x) 


 thoaſand put to Death'by_ the alone: 
via gloricd in the ſlaughter of. ſix and 


fering (under him that callech himſelf 


compiite ?- Some, have done their GN» 
[1 es ani aldenfts | 
hundred houſend : From thence to. 
the Reformation no Man bath ſet down. 
the account of them that have been 
cut off, partly by fire, partly by:ſword, 
partly by other torments. From: the 


inning of the Feſuis-to' the Year > 
1580. in little more than thirty Years, 
Balduinus noteth almoſt nine hyndred' 
hand of the Executioner. The D. of At- 


thirty. thouſand in Belgzum; only in a. 
few. Years. V/7rgerias witneſſeth, that 
the Inquiſition, in ſcarce thirty Years, 
conſamed a hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand by ſeveral kinds of torments. We 
cannot. ſtop our Ears os.Eyes-ſ6 hard, 
as. t& avoid the lamentable ſight and: 
complaints of our next Neighbours ſuf-- 


the moſt. Chriflian King, and glorieth in 
iden ck my _ than any, yea - 
than all: the. primitive Chriſtians ſuf- 
fered under. thoſe wham our Fathers: 
calld cruel Perſecutors, but:this Come 
pariſon will repreſent as mild Princes. 
Aſtoniſhment and. Grief here. ſtop, 
us 3. we therefore turn to examin what 
weight: the other Scale carrieth.. _ 
Il. Fhat advantages accrueth by the- 
_. changes which later Ages have made- 
' inthe Faith of the Goſpel. ; 
Here. we muſt crave the grant of: 
two Suppoſitions.. 
1+. That the Clergy in oppoſition to the- . 
People, and the Church of Rome in oppoſi-- 
tion to-all other Churches ju Chriſt's Spouſe, 
and. conſequently. what #s gained to-:that: 
Spouſe, is gained to Clift himſelf. 

' 2. That the temporal aduar ages which 
aocrue to that Spouſe, may be equivalent to- 
the ſouls whigh-may be loſt to purcbee them. 

Unleſs theſe. two ſmall Concelfions - 
ray be. granted, , we have.not a aq | 
2 
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TT Aoavy 4 


e inte Þ J1Þ71, ha 
26tten. that Refs Hoh * 
ower,, to which otherwiſe" ke a 7 
Ptetence, .. Y 
It is nota word or two' bf 6ut' 
ſtrained beyond themiiidi bf the 
ker, it is Te his Paſce outs ;or Tr fe 6. 
exu that. can moved ſerious Man to 'a- 
ny thing but aſtoniſhment'at ſuch bold- 
neſs, as dares with -intolerable impu- 
-cence burleſque our Lord*s words z put 
1s the pretended neceſſity of an infall;. 
-ble Chair, which have: Cn abbr 
op.not only aboyeall other” Biſhop 

Ke abore al all Princes ft the World, \ 

_ *For wh. can ſet a bg to that 
Power- which .can_itnpoſe upon "Mens 
belief without bonrids? What can make 
Ichan exorbitant Power credi ible, if 
j breeds 7 Ig not great as "the Ab- 


d what +calour” of f Such. 


Je" if An bounds” 0 


| arr be-not 
_ paige, . beyond thoſe ow ones 


bLNHGD whcoge Lord t« yer wes 
Hhebf belief ate T0 mulriphedyftravic is 
infpefible for -a'Man of ordinary Buſi- 


— 


pi t of hats —_ prey in LA wot 'not ofily = _ 
- now? bt. aA; 21 £ t every to number then ; 
41h Lip fe 5 Whine, When in-molt of them, ſometiints two, 


ſomerimes more parties, -contehd-with | 


&ual confidence and tan be brouſzht 


+5 #0/other Argument but in'this, "that 


they cannot be -tas- zealons' for': the 


Truth ; -what is this, but a ſtate of War 


berweers the Diſpvtants, and of doubts 
in the 'by:ſanders'? | and how can 


of Peace” be 'obtaiticd- without a living 


Arbitrator? » © 
-"Thys'- rh&5 autacitys of Doftors 
made ar infallible! Qhalrapper neceſ- 
ſary, and thoſe? who'itin that Chair, 
haveTo farmide tc infallible, as-to de- 
tertinelwhiat is 16ſt advantageous to 
theitife yes':' i for--theys have —_ 
piinett' Sdvbar 5A- Power;! boundleſs 
= then Matters of Faith, and incroldi- 
bleas their Myſteries.” - wy 
e© Their (a) Canbf-law Jechuvenh aud 
pretetiderh to: prove,by Ge 'r/that the 
Pope 5-14: much. heater than the 'Bnipteror 
#1 the»Sunit' than the Moon 3:3nd (6) fo 
much better \thins otfier” Kings," aGold'ss 
better than Leal. This modeft,if" their 
Powerin impoſing Faith; be! more dt 
Mary thai that of Emperors 3d 
$ in impoſing Taxes, © 
eit Supremacy vyer arher-Biſhops 
is | derive from” the ſame- Fonntain. 
The ſame nihappy controverſyiwhich 
made others uiſputarions,- mate the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome Supreme. The 


he” Io' often? gave to: Albienafu and 
his Party, was this ? He. thenee' took ad- 
vantage ro daim/a negative-in"Councils, 
and afterward the Toke P6wer”'of ide- 
termining Conttoverſies/out of 'Coun- 
al. -And nor tk 'he i nitiſt be above 
thereſt of 'tmank 


whith' is fo mich 
aboveall «-rrovokey Biſh PS, *wemnby (I ng 
* [ts {{ 4 *fs 4 b1 


ain that. 
he made 'Sf-the/ eftertainment,” which 


PF. 2 We 2 . . 

us IJ. 

* 
« 


abotit 6" ay Toiputs) dinive>by-the 


next. parr'of* our chquity;” rite gain of 
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che Priefts? ot 100” | - 
N. The" Prieſts have extltetl them: 
M5cs above the Peopte,” as miety 4s the 
Pope above” all*Princes and Biſhops! 
Thit hey might” keep "the" Laſty *#t 


greater diftahce, they have 'dodbly as. 


uſed them 3;firſt by multiplytig Le 
efitangling the Dottrines of t'#ith, X 
5m by wirh-hoMing the ' Light hit 
old clear het: 'Xt, the Tame tit 
ſorfeiting theniwithYplutof Dottritiey?. 


ten, 


for, 


who. perlavade -them Jo, 0 lic in caſe 


+YV&ay Which-1s yet more-intoterable, 
they'keep the People ignorant, not 
only bf *God*s Wotd' to'thtm, "but of 
their -own to God, locking up their 
own: publick..Prayers in the . ſame un- 
known Tongue. with the Scriptures. 
Iphorance ( ſay they) is The 2Hother of 
- nbrvnſ It is 6; . but of devotion to- 
ward «he Prieſt, .. not toward. God 
for - where there is no. light in -the un- 
detſtanding, what” heat: can there be 
in the iffettons? What devotion with- 
out love, and what love without ſome 
knowledge of the object ? -St. John 


telleth us,, We.love God, becauſe he loved. | 
. | (a) Chimera, fol, 97. (b). Ecclefaſticus, cap. 1476 _ 


o 
. 


@f, but:.theni be ſuppoſeth:. wwe 

know it.. St. Tames requireth, *thatme | 
prajiin. faitb; bur he ſuppoſeth woknow 
whatweask.Burif 1 dependupon the 
Prieſt, both: for: God?s word'to me and 


- 


mine God; what is he 1cfs than'God's 


Craclez: and how much 'more'than my 


Mediator ?. And upon either office, the. | 
Tlain-thag he- maketh to. my greateſt 
_ reyerence.will -be as juſt as it is inſo- 


tont, which that it is: ſufficiently, ap-- 


pears bb theſerheirdemands :- 


-- Staniflaw- Omcatins ſaith; That 'a 
ronmn Prieſt 1s as nach batter than a 
King, #5 a Man is better than s Beaſt 7, 
yea tirther, - That: 4: far 44 God Al 
mighty doth exeel a Prieſt, ſo much dots 
a Prieſt excel a King (a). If you de- 
ſire to know what particular ' Beaſt, 
Gaſpar: Sclioppirs! wil inform i you © , | 

<8 (faith he) are Aſſes, Mules,or | 
3% 2 wild one (O).) Catholick; Kings 


| kentiighs Leading-aſſes with Bells, 'Reges 


Cathelici fubt afrii cum tintinnabills.” 
c © Thank thent heartily YWe Her oricks: 
ate the wiſer;that keep our felves(w/d, 
as they call-itYfrecas Nature'made us5; 
not ſar ur ſelves tobe Rdled, laden 
withborthns, whereof we know 'now- 
thing-bat - the: heavinefs,*-driven we- 
know' noPwhitHer;16t why; 260 laſh» 
eUBy infolent/Maſters: ' Such ulape is- 
enohgh to niake thoſe” turn wild ,.. 
whom Education.hath"tamed.*\'+ + * 
"The Proverb telleth-us, That 4d the 
Fore know his own ſtrength, he would- 
not 'entlure"ſuch uſage a1 now be doth +: 
And what hindereth- vs from -know- 
ing the ſtrength of our'own- mind 7 
We. have the ſame Scripture, we have _ 
the ſame Faculties whereby 'to-ander= }. 
ftand it, and we have. more certainty * 
of our own ſincerity thanwe carf have- 
of our Maſters : *what hindereth - us: 
from taking the bleſſed King's advice. 
not to take our Religion from other . 
Mens 


; ni gar arbor pre 


be: Andif we oo —— Sake of 


nd 


I A —_ God and Coſer, 5 Gian for 


- Faichthe things that are Faith's, 
Things that are Love's; 


\ untoLove the 
: Fai due Bounds, and +9 Love tes 


2 good 
A . 


d toall, 
he 
HI ws _- 


| , Allwhich-confeſs the q | Jeſts and 


believe.thar God goo raiſe him.from 
their | in the Hur) will needs build 
themſelves Hutts of Wood, Hay,or Stub» 
ble, '« will. their Works with ſuch 
Fires a4 ſhall ſpare their Perſons. 

This iu the fongular Honour of the Re- 
|  Jormers.of our , this maketh is the 

oof cc: Church + in the World, that 


-Prelates and 


EI as —, _ ret Apoſtle' 5 Can 

-autt, becoming a Pa ro.the Papilts, 

that by allmeans ſhe might gain ſome 
reaſon, in 


of the Papiſts. For this g 


ber Liturgy ſve pr beſt Colelte, 
Was j in their Litany, 
and all their £67 is ber R 


of the 
pers Tn Cre nd he 


Rom A eofied rye tk þ yur 
e blaſted the Fruit ic 
Re APIS OED bG 


4%, Fa earied #6 þ ered ax eds nd wow mr 
err, 
Charity, to ta 


* a geutral 


0 fit Our Gracious Ni to- Invite _ WIT the 
ſentatives of our hots fo pra- 
ftiſe the ſame "Foxpard Our 1 _— ered _ 
and State 3 and it will be a grtat 

both to His Majefty and his good Prople, i 0 gre 
an Oppmeunity-Srove fruitleſs : nor will. thoſe who 
&tary in the Cherefter of Charch-oFEngland-men 
make good thiir claim to it, if they really diſhmour 
ber by renvuncing ber Spirit of Chart, ſuppoſing to ho- 
nawr ber by their Piffuſs 2 thoſe Conſtitutions, whoſe 
very Authors ( were they now living, and true to their 
own Re, miuſt be willing to «boliſh them, 


FN 18. 


